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The Path to Rome

en.wikipedia.org · 1902 travelogue by Hilaire Belloc · Featured Jun 29







The Path to Rome is a 1902 travelogue by the French-English author and historian Hilaire Belloc. Belloc recounts his pilgrimage from Toul in northeastern France to Rome after encountering an extraordinary statue of Saint Mary in La Celle-Saint-Cloud, France, where he was born. The work contains his account of events in short vignettes, his thoughts on his travels, and asides about the history and geography of places he visits. Belloc also illustrates landmarks, noteworthy geographical features, and explanatory maps to frame his journey and explain his decisions to the audience. It also contains songs for which Belloc provides sheet music and lyrics.


The book is mostly written in a stream-of-consciousness style, containing several conversations between Belloc and an imagined reader (who is invariably combative and confused). The genre has been described as a carnivalesque within the tradition of literary modernism, though it foreshadows the later postmodernist style with its employment of complex literary structures, such as metalepsis, embedded narratives, and defamiliarisation. Although the book is written primarily in English, several passages and pieces of dialogue are in other languages, and language mix-ups and comments about the contemporary linguistic landscape figure prominently.


The Path to Rome was Belloc's most financially successful work and established him as a serious author. It is considered among the best in his literary canon and the quintessential example of his travel literature. Contemporary reviews were positive, focusing on Belloc's authenticity, shrewd observations, and sense of humour. Retrospectives have similarly praised the book, with much of the acclaim centering on Belloc's complex narrative structure and the focus on the minutiae of everyday life in the towns he visited. Critics have often compared it positively with the works of François Rabelais and Laurence Sterne. Belloc himself had a warm affection for the work; he later recounted that it was "the only book I ever wrote for love".


Background

[image: A young man with dark stubble in tan hiking clothes with brimmed hat, carrying a satchel and holding a walking stick]Belloc upon his arrival in Rome on 29 June 1901
Hilaire Belloc was a French-English author and historian later remembered in part for his ardent defences of the Catholic faith. Born in La Celle-Saint-Cloud, France, in 1870 to a French father and an English mother, Belloc's family moved to England shortly after his birth, eventually settling in Sussex. As a young man, he served in the French Army and then attended Balliol College of the University of Oxford, attaining British citizenship in 1902. He was an accomplished foot-traveller, once marching from Philadelphia to California – some 2,800 miles (4,500km) – to court Elodie Hogan, whom he later married.


After a trip to La Celle-Saint-Cloud he later outlined in the book, Belloc wrote a letter to the American journalist Maria Lansdale on New Year's Eve 1900 that he was planning a pilgrimage from his old garrison at Toul to Rome the following Easter. He told her he planned to write "whatever occurs to me to write[...] décousu and written anyhow of its essence". Shortly before the book was written, Belloc was working to complete his biography of Maximilien Robespierre and expressed that he was anxious to finish it to begin working on The Path to Rome.


Belloc's mother – the poet and feminist campaigner Bessie Rayner Parkes – tried desperately to convince him against going. At the time, Belloc and his wife had three young children and were struggling financially, but his journalistic work at The Daily News had earned him as much as £14 (equivalent to £1,490in 2025) a week. His mother felt that an extended absence from his job as a journalist would hurt him professionally. Belloc rejoined that the work was impermanent and a strong publishing record outside journalism would be more lucrative in the long run, as a successful book would increase the value of his journalistic work. Still, Belloc did not have the money to complete the pilgrimage on his own and he reportedly had to beg his sister Marie for some of the funds. Finances became a regular worry for Belloc during his travels, as evidenced by letters home to his wife, though he was able to calm her worry by reminding her that he was owed £65 (equivalent to £6,910in 2025) for his Robespierre manuscript, seven guineas (equivalent to £800in 2025) by The Daily News, and another £12 10s (equivalent to £1,330in 2025) for his lectures at the University of London.


At the beginning of June 1901, Belloc departed for Paris and bought clothes for his journey; he finished all but six pages of his biography of Robespierre on the evening of 5 June. The following day, he departed for Toul and sent his wife a postcard.


Summary




I found myself entering that pleasant mood in which all books are conceived (but none written); I was
"smoking the enchanted cigarettes" of Balzac, and if this kind of reverie is fatal to action, yet it is so much a factor of happiness that I wasted in the contemplation of that lovely and silent hollow many miles of marching. I suppose if a man were altogether his own master and controlled by no necessity, not even the necessity of expression, all his life would pass away in these sublime imaginings.



—The Path to Rome,p. 23



At the beginning of the book, Belloc recounts a trip he took some months before his pilgrimage to the Paris suburb of La Celle-Saint-Cloud, where he was born. While there, he went the local Catholic church to say his prayers and noticed a statue of Saint Mary behind the altar. The statue was "so extraordinary and so different from all I had seen before, so much the spirit of my valley" that he vowed to take a pilgrimage to Rome. He made five vows to sanctify his journey: to travel entirely on foot, to sleep in the wild ("sleep rough"), to cover thirty miles (48km) per day, to attend a Mass every morning, and to reach Rome in time for the High Mass at Saint Peter's Basilica for the Feast of Saints Peter and Paul on 29 June. Belloc recounts that he broke each of his vows one by one except for the last.


A few months later, Belloc begins his pilgrimage in Toul, which he chose as the starting point because he had served in the French Army there as an artilleryman. Upon reaching the first town after Toul, Flavigny, he realises he has broken his first vow by missing Mass. During his time in France, Belloc expresses profound admiration for the locals and is overconfident in his own ability to cross a great distance. Between Thayon and Épinal, he overexerts himself, injuring his foot and both knees, and realises he will not be able to maintain his vow of thirty miles a day. When he arrives in Épinal, he is given a balm by the local apothecary which makes the pain almost instantly disappear, though it becomes less effective throughout the journey. Belloc arrives in Belfort and discovers open-fermented wine, which he lauds. After buying some for the road, he travels some distance only to have his bottle come loose from his sack and shatter on the ground. Shortly thereafter, Belloc enters Switzerland.


Belloc does not realise he has entered Switzerland until he asks a group of travelling merchants. After passing through mountainous terrain, Belloc is fatigued, but a waggoner passing by asks if he needs a ride. Belloc is tempted to get into the cart, but he holds to his vow and clings onto the wagon and walks alongside it to Undervelier. As Belloc pushes deeper into Switzerland, the linguistic landscape begins shifting and he finds it increasingly difficult to communicate with the locals, all the while the pains in his foot and knees remain bothersome. He recruits a guide to help him over the Nufenen Pass, a dangerous part of the Swiss Alps, but a midsummer blizzard makes it impossible. After finding another way around, he eventually arrives at the border town of Chiasso, is questioned by border guards, and marches into Italy.


In Como, Belloc estimates he is about twenty-five miles (40km) from Milan with only one franc and eighty centimes (equivalent to £17.65 in 2021)  left. Belloc sees a sign of divine mercy and resolves to take a train to Milan. At the station, the ticket costs him exactly one franc and eighty centimes. In Calestano, Belloc is harassed by law enforcement and detained, but is able to convince the mayor to release him. He is greeted by a celebrating crowd and soon races through Tuscany.


As he passes through the Gate of the Poplar of the Old Wall of the Vatican in Rome, he realises Mass is ending. He asks a priest when the following Mass will be held; the priest tells him that he has but twenty minutes to wait, which pleases Belloc. Belloc tells the audience that he will not tell them anything further about Rome itself, but ends with a poem about his journey.


Structure and style

[image: A hand-drawn map in the middle of some printed text]
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The Path to Rome is replete with hand-drawn maps (top left), imagined discussions between the author and the reader (top right), musical notation (bottom left), and drawings of pertinent objects or scenes Belloc came across during his travels.





The Path to Rome is written in a stream-of-consciousness style; it has no chapters or dates to orient its audience. It contains dozens of illustrations, musical notation for songs, and verse poetry interspersed throughout. Throughout the book, Belloc interacts with an imagined reader, Lector, who is often combative, bored, and confused. The American literary critic and Catholic nun Maria Frassati Jakupcak has described it as having "the narrative pace [of] Belloc's wandering feet". Belloc himself remarked of its style in a letter to E. S. P. Haynes: "This Path to Rome is a jolly book to write. No research, no bother, no style, no anything. I just write straight ahead as fast as I can and stick in all that comes into my head."


The Path to Rome is typically described as a travelogue, though others reject this appellation and prefer to describe its narrative style and focal tendencies as something of a "self-portrait"; that is, what Belloc chooses to discuss tells the audience more about himself than what he is describing. The British journalist and historian A. N. Wilson, for example, writes that Belloc's ten-page description of Flavigny, a "comparatively obscure town", being longer than his description of the entirety of Tuscany typifies this self-portrait appraisal of the work. The British-American Catholic biographer Joseph Pearce has described the book thus:



The Path to Rome is both a travelogue and a farrago, which is to say that it is, at one and the same time, a linear narrative connected to a journey and a seemingly random dispersal of anecdotal thoughts and musings. It is animated, therefore, by the tension between the forward momentum maintained by the author's account of his pilgrimage and the inertial force of the tangential interruptions and digressions.




Frassati Jakupcak describes the literary genre and style as a carnivalesque containing avant-garde and modernist narratives. Elements of the later postmodern movement are also present, particularly the use of travel narratives to express more complex emotions like solitude and turmoil in familiar circumstances. Describing the book as "self-consciously Rabelaisian", she relates Belloc's role as the narrator to "the quintessential carnival fool". According to Mikhail Bakhtin's analysis of carnivalesque literature, The Path to Rome matches all of the genre-defining elements: verbal abuse, "comic verbal compositions", and the inversion of the traditional separation between the audience and the author.


The embedded narrative between Belloc and the Lector character forms a complex literary technique called metalepsis; in other words, Belloc places himself in a disruptive position between the reader and the work itself by centring the artificiality of the book's narrative. Frassati Jakupcak has described Belloc's use of the Lector narrative as a form of defamiliarisation. She relates the character to the English yachtsman at the beginning of G. K. Chesterton's spiritual autobiography Orthodoxy, who accidentally lands back in England believing he has discovered a whole new world both identical to his homeland and yet totally alien from it. In making the reading itself somewhat strange, Frassati Jakupcak argues the enjoyment of reading is renewed.


Reception and influence

The Path to Rome was by far Belloc's most financially successful publication during his lifetime and helped to establish him as a serious writer. Published by George Allen in April 1902, the book sold 112,000 copies and met with extremely positive critical reception. William Le Queux gave the book resounding praise in his review for The Literary World. Chesterton, a new acquaintance of Belloc's, also approved of the book. His review in The World lauded the book's authenticity and joyfulness, writing:



The Path to Rome is written recklessly. The typical modern book of nonsense is written so as to appear reckless. The Path to Rome is the product of the actual and genuine buoyancy and thoughtlessness of a rich intellect; whereas the young decadent takes more trouble over his nursery rhymes than even over his sonnets. [...] He will be a lucky man who can escape out of that world of freezing folly into the flaming and reverberating folly of The Path to Rome.




The Athenaeum gave a positive review, calling Belloc "of the school to which Sterne, Heine, [and] Cobbett, each in his different fashion, belong" and complimenting his ability "to see with the eyes of two races". The review is favourable to Belloc's sense of humour and witty anticipation of criticism, though it comments that the book exposes him as an inexperienced – albeit sympathetic – traveller. Although the book is considered rather digressive by the reviewer, the piece compliments Belloc's strong writing, shrewd observational skills, and originality.


A 1922 review in The American Catholic Quarterly Review praised both Belloc's The Path to Rome and Europe and the Faith as noticing "not only our [Catholic] spiritual kinship with the Roman Empire, but our material heritage as well". It singles out The Path to Rome for its focus on the minutiae of contemporary life such as in its descriptions of local cuisine, architecture, and civil engineering, calling the book "the testament of a citizen of the world who finds himself at home in any place from Algeria to California".


The British journalist and travel writer Stephen Graham began walking and writing in 1910 after being recommended The Path to Rome by a fellow journalist. Around two years later, he made a pilgrimage to Jerusalem with hundreds of Russians for Easter and wrote an account of it called With Russian Pilgrims to Jerusalem. The Path to Rome also influenced the British mountaineer and writer Arnold Lunn tremendously, who was ultimately knighted for improving British relations with Switzerland and converted to Catholicism partially under influence from Belloc. Fifty years after reading it, Lunn described it as his favourite book and said he made a point of re-reading it at least once a year. When Lunn gushed about his love of the book to Belloc, Belloc revealed that he had made an unfortunate mistake by selling the copyright "for a ridiculously small sum". Belloc was also a major influence on the English poet Ivor Gurney. In the dedication of his first book of poetry Severn and Somme, Gurney named Belloc as one of its dedicatees and described The Path to Rome as his "trench companion" while serving on the front line in World War I.


In one of his memoirs, Gerald Cumberland recounts that The Path to Rome had a particularly strong influence on him, causing him to spend a significant time imitating Belloc including walking from Ilfracombe to Exeter to Land's End. Cumberland carried a first-edition copy of the book with him regularly and was so taken with it that he wrote to Belloc to express his admiration. Belloc responded a few days later that the letter "had given him more pleasure than any of the enthusiastic reviews in the papers". Cumberland glued the letter into the book, though he lost it after a friend who had borrowed it died with it still in his possession.


Within Belloc's oeuvre


[image: A cartoon drawing of an overweight, grumpy man in a full suit and vest holding a tobacco pipe]A caricature of Belloc by David Low (1928)
The Path to Rome remains one of Belloc's most highly regarded works and his most popular work of prose. It has been viewed as a quintessential example of the Bellocian travelogue: coarsely humorous, enamoured with the beauty of the physical world, and spiritually informed. Patrick Braybrooke describes it as one example which reflects Belloc's versatility in writing. He argues that "it might easily [have been] but a notebook of thoughts", but Belloc transforms it into a sober reflection on the struggle of pilgrimage and brings the reader into the joy and terror that he experienced during his journey, making it "undoubtedly one of Belloc's most popular and fascinating books". Retrospectives of the work have compared it favourably to the work of Laurence Sterne, particularly his The Life and Opinions of Tristram Shandy, and those of François Rabelais. A review in The New York Times compared it to the works of Robert Burton, Samuel Butler, Robert Louis Stevenson, and Izaak Walton.


Shortly after Belloc's death, the American philosopher Frederick Wilhelmsen wrote Hilaire Belloc: No Alienated Man, an analysis of Belloc's works and philosophy. In it, Wilhelmsen compares The Path to Rome with two of Belloc's other travelogues, The Cruise of the Nona and Hills and the Sea, as acknowledging the physical beauty of nature as both a blessing of God and as a testament to divine power. Wilhelmsen further compares The Path to Rome with Belloc's later travelogue-like novel The Four Men: A Farrago, published almost a decade later. He argues that in The Four Men, Myself – a characterisation of part of Belloc's personality – feels at home in the company of the other three; all four are tepid Catholics who view immortality as a hope rather than as a promise, but Myself is surrounded by reminders that he will be alienated from his mortal friends in death, accentuated by the autumnal setting. In contrast, though published earlier, The Path to Rome's Belloc is a "Catholic at home in Christendom" who can no longer be alienated from his surroundings. He is able to travel with gratitude and a sense of humour; Wilhelmsen characterises him as Myself transformed: "a member of the Church Militant destined to be a member of the Church Triumphant", who has conquered doubt after a fierce struggle and is granted some peace for having done so.


The Irish historian John P. McCarthy argues that The Path to Rome demonstrates an important element of Belloc's Weltanschauung, a "romantic neomedievalism  which idealized a precapitalist, prenationalist Christian Europe where the social Darwinist concepts of racial politics were nonexistent". Belloc's thoughts express a sentiment which contrasted what he viewed as a unified Catholic Europe against a rising trend toward nationalism which was tearing the continent apart. He presents several defences for later themes in his work, which contrast his anti-capitalist feeling from his contemporaries'. For example, his positive views of smallholdings, private property, and manual labour differed with those of the Fabian Society at the time, who saw technological advancement as a part of the socialist project. According to McCarthy, though his contemporaries viewed human instinct as a tool to be bent towards rationalism, Belloc's sentiments in The Path to Rome show that he believed man could reach happiness and spiritual security by embracing "what the human race has done for thousands of years", "buried right into our blood from immemorial habit": drinking, hunting, dancing, and working with one's hands, among others.


Belloc viewed the book as his best work. Although he was a prolific writer, he later recounted: "I hate writing. I wouldn't have written a word if I could have helped it. I only wrote for money. The Path to Rome is the only book I ever wrote for love." Both Wilson and Pearce believe Belloc was toying with his interviewers about his hatred for writing. Writing to the American artist Carl Schmitt in 1930, Belloc described his novel Belinda as "certainly the book of mine which I like best since I wrote The Path to Rome". Two years after publication, Belloc wrote in his own copy of the book: "I wrote this book for the glory of God". Belloc wrote a short poem in the same copy four years later on 6 January, the Feast of the Epiphany:



Alas! I never shall so write again! 

Envoi

Prince, bow yourself to God and bow to Time,

Which is God's servant for the use of men,

To bend them to his purpose sublime,

Alas! I never shall so write again.







Original: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Path_to_Rome
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The Calgary Flames are a professional ice hockey team based in Calgary. The Flames compete in the National Hockey League (NHL) as a member of the Pacific Division in the Western Conference. They are the city's third major professional ice hockey team, after the Calgary Tigers (1921–1927) and the Calgary Cowboys (1975–1977). The Flames are one of two NHL franchises based in Alberta, the other being the Edmonton Oilers; the cities' proximity has led to a rivalry known as the "Battle of Alberta"


The team was founded in 1972 in Atlanta as the Atlanta Flames. In 1980, they moved to Calgary, where they played their first three seasons at the Stampede Corral, then moved in 1983 to the Scotiabank Saddledome (originally the Olympic Saddledome). In 1985–86, the Flames became the first team from Calgary since the 1923–24 Tigers to compete for the Stanley Cup. In 1989, the Flames won their first and only Stanley Cup title. The Flames' unexpected run to the 2004 Stanley Cup Final gave rise to the Red Mile, and in 2011, the team hosted and won the second Heritage Classic outdoor game.


The Flames have won two Presidents' Trophies for posting the NHL's top regular-season record and have claimed eight division championships. The franchise leader in games played, goals, and points is Jarome Iginla, a two-time winner of the Maurice "Rocket" Richard Trophy as the NHL's leading goal scorer. Miikka Kiprusoff has the most wins by a goaltender in a Calgary Flames uniform. 17 people associated with the Flames have been inducted into the Hockey Hall of Fame.


History


Atlanta Flames (1972–1980)


Tom Lysiak celebrates with teammates after a goal against the Colorado Rockies. From 1972 to 1980, the Flames were based in Atlanta.
In December 1971, the NHL granted expansion teams to Long Island (the New York Islanders) and Atlanta, as part of an effort to keep the upstart World Hockey Association (WHA) from adding cities. 
Atlanta owner Tom Cousins named the team the "Flames" after the fire started by General William Tecumseh Sherman's troops in the American Civil War, in which Atlanta was nearly destroyed.
Under head coaches Bernie "Boom Boom" Geoffrion, Fred Creighton and Al MacNeil, the Flames made the playoffs in six of their eight seasons in Atlanta although they won just two postseason games.


In 1980, Cousins was forced to sell the Flames to prevent bankruptcy. With few serious offers from local groups, he accepted an offer from Canadian entrepreneur Nelson Skalbania. Skalbania retained the Flames name, feeling it would be a good fit for an oil town like Calgary, while the flaming "A" logo was replaced by a flaming "C". Skalbania sold his interest in 1981, and the Flames have been locally owned since, first under Calgary Flames Limited Partnership, then Calgary Sports and Entertainment in 2012.


Early years in Calgary (1980–1985)

Brad Marsh with the Flames during the 1980–81 season. The team found greater playoff success, qualifying for the Stanley Cup playoffs for their first eleven seasons after moving to Calgary.

The Flames were immediately embraced by the city of Calgary, with the Flames selling 10,000 full- and half-season ticket packages in the 7,000-seat Stampede Corral. The Flames qualified for the playoffs in their first season in Calgary with a 39–27–14 record, good for third in the Patrick Division. The team won their first two playoff series over the Chicago Black Hawks and Philadelphia Flyers before losing to the Minnesota North Stars in the semifinals. This early success was not soon repeated. After a losing record in 1981–82, Fletcher traded or did not renew several contracts of holdovers from the Atlanta team and rebuilt the roster.


Among Fletcher's management decisions, including acquiring Hakan Loob, Fletcher was among the first to draft players from the Soviet Union, including CSKA Moscow star Sergei Makarov in 1983. The team improved to challenge the Oilers, who required the maximum seven games to defeat the Flames en route to their 1984 Stanley Cup championship. In 1983, the Flames moved into the Olympic Saddledome, a venue originally built for the 1988 Winter Olympics.


Presidents' Trophies and Stanley Cup Final (1985–1990)

Although the Flames made the playoffs, they were usually unable to transform that success into a deep playoff run, largely because of their provincial rivals, the Edmonton Oilers. The NHL's playoff structure at the time made it likelier that the Flames would meet the Oilers in either the first or second round. From 1983 until 1990, either the Oilers or the Flames represented the Campbell Conference in the Stanley Cup Final.


By 1986, the Flames acquired forwards Doug Risebrough, Lanny McDonald and Dan Quinn, defenceman Al MacInnis and goaltender Mike Vernon. They finished second in the Smythe with a 40–31–9 record (the only season from 1984 to 1991 in which they did not finish with 90 or more points). In the playoffs, they swept the Winnipeg Jets in three games. In the second round, the Flames upset the Oilers in seven games when the series-winning goal came when an errant clearing attempt by Steve Smith ricocheted off goaltender Grant Fuhr's leg and into his own net. From there, the Flames defeated the St. Louis Blues in the Campbell Conference finals in another seven-game series, advancing into the Stanley Cup Final for the first time. The Flames lost to the Montreal Canadiens in five games.


The Flames followed up their run to the Stanley Cup Final with their best regular season with a 46–31–3 record, good for third overall in the NHL. The Flames were unable to duplicate their playoff success of a year prior, losing their first-round match-up with the Jets in six games. The season was also difficult off the ice, as 1986 first-round draft pick George Pelawa was killed in a car accident prior to the season's start.


Under new head coach Terry Crisp, the Flames recorded their first 100-point season in 1987–88, earning the Presidents' Trophy for having the NHL's best record. Joe Nieuwendyk became the second rookie in NHL history to score at least 50 goals in a season, earning the Calder Memorial Trophy as rookie of the year. Looking to bolster the line-up for a playoff run, the Flames traded Brett Hull and Steve Bozek to the Blues in exchange for Rob Ramage and Rick Wamsley. Their playoff frustrations continued against the Oilers as they were swept in four games in the second round.


In 1988–89, the Flames captured their second consecutive Presidents' Trophy with a franchise-record 117 points. Fletcher continued to tinker with the roster, acquiring Doug Gilmour as part of a six-player deal at the trade deadline. En route to their second Final appearance, they defeated the Vancouver Canucks in seven games, the Los Angeles Kings in four games, and in the conference finals, they eliminated the Blackhawks in five games. The Flames defeated the Montreal Canadiens in the 1989 Stanley Cup Final, winning their first Stanley Cup. Al MacInnis captured the Conn Smythe Trophy as playoffs' most valuable player, while long-time captain Lanny McDonald announced his retirement. Sonia Scurfield, the Flames's co-owner, became the first Canadian woman to have her name engraved on the Cup.


In 1989, the Soviets permitted a group of Soviet hockey players to sign with NHL teams beginning in 1989–90. Sergei Makarov joined the Flames that season and, though already in his 30s, became the fifth Flame to win the Calder Memorial Trophy as the NHL's rookie of the year. The selection proved controversial, prompting the NHL to amend the rules to exclude any player over age 26 from future consideration. That season, the team fell two points shy of their third-straight Presidents' Trophy with 99 points. In the playoffs, they were defeated in six games by the Los Angeles Kings.


Playoff contention to playoff drought (1991–2003)

In 1991, Fletcher left the Flames to become the general manager of the Toronto Maple Leafs. He had been the team's general manager since its inception in 1972. He was succeeded in Calgary by Doug Risebrough, who completed a ten-player mega-trade that saw forward Doug Gilmour dealt to Toronto with four other players in exchange for former 50-goal scorer Gary Leeman and four others. The trade backfired on the Flames as Leeman scored only 11 goals for the Flames while Gilmour became a franchise player for the Maple Leafs. Despite Theoren Fleury becoming an NHL star, the Flames missed the playoffs in 1992, a year after finishing with their third 100-point season in franchise history. It was the first time since their relocation that they had missed the playoffs.


The performance of Jarome Iginla was one of the team's few bright spots during its seven-season playoff drought.
Calgary rebounded to make the playoffs for the next four seasons, including two consecutive division titles, but were eliminated in the first round of the playoffs each time. In the 1995–96 season, Joe Nieuwendyk was traded to the Dallas Stars for Jarome Iginla; Iginla made his Flames debut in the 1996 playoffs, during which the Flames again lost in the first round in a four-game sweep by the Blackhawks. In 1997, the Flames missed the playoffs and did not return for seven years. The low point came in the 1997–98 season, in which the Flames finished with only 67 points, the second-lowest point total in franchise history. In 1999, the Flames traded Fleury to the Colorado Avalanche midway through the season. The trade came shortly after Fleury became the franchise's all-time leading scorer. Although the Flames were only two points (equivalent to one win) out of a playoff spot at the time, Fleury was due to become an unrestricted free agent after the season, and the Flames were not willing to risk losing him without getting anything in return.


As the Flames sank in the standings, their attendance also sagged. For most of their first 16 years in Calgary, Flames tickets were among the toughest to get in the NHL. By 1999, attendance had fallen so severely that the owners issued an ultimatum: buy more season tickets or the team would relocated to the United States. The fans responded by buying enough season tickets to keep the Flames in Calgary for the 1999–2000 season. The Flames issued another appeal for more season tickets in the summer of 2000. The campaign, aimed at increasing season ticket sales from a franchise low of 8,700 to 14,000, proved successful. During this time, Iginla captured the Maurice "Rocket" Richard Trophy and Art Ross Trophy in 2001–02 as the leading goal and point scorer with 52 goals and 96 points, and Robyn Regehr became the youngest nominee ever for the Bill Masterton Memorial Trophy.


In the 2002–03 season, the Flames hired Darryl Sutter as the team's head coach, replacing Greg Gilbert. Sutter also became the team's general manager after the season, and is credited with revitalizing the franchise. Among Sutter's first moves was to acquire goaltender Miikka Kiprusoff early in the 2003–04 season, whom he had previously coached with the San Jose Sharks.


Jarome Iginla era and Western Conference champions (2004–2010)

Miikka Kiprusoff won the Vezina Trophy as the NHL's top goaltender in 2005–06.
After seven consecutive seasons of not making the playoffs, the Flames returned to the postseason in 2004. They became the first team in the league's history to defeat three division champions en route to the Stanley Cup Final: the Northwest Division champion Vancouver Canucks, the Presidents' Trophy-winning Detroit Red Wings, and the Pacific Division champion San Jose Sharks.


The 2004 Stanley Cup Final against the Tampa Bay Lightning went to seven games with the Flames suffering a controversial non-goal in game six at home. Replays showed Martin Gelinas may have scored what would have been the go-ahead goal late in the third period; the referees never signalled a goal, and later replays were ruled inconclusive. The goal would have made Gelinas the only player in NHL history to score the winning goal in every playoff series. The Lightning won the game in overtime, and won game seven at home to capture the Stanley Cup.


The next season was cancelled due to the 2004–05 NHL lockout. The Flames played their 25th season in Calgary in 2005–06, finishing with 103 points. It was their best total since the 1989 Cup-winning season, and good enough to capture their first division title in 12 years. However, the Flames lost to the Mighty Ducks of Anaheim in seven games during the first round of the playoffs. Miikka Kiprusoff captured both the William M. Jennings and Vezina Trophies as the NHL's top goaltender, while Dion Phaneuf's 20 goals were the third-highest total for a rookie defenceman in NHL history.


The 2006 off-season began with a trade for Alex Tanguay, and with Sutter relinquishing his head coaching position to assistant Jim Playfair so he could focus on his duties as general manager. In the playoffs, Calgary fell in six games to the top-seeded Detroit Red Wings in the first round. During the series, the Flames were fined by the NHL for several stick-related penalties in the fifth game. Notably, backup goaltender Jamie McLennan was suspended five games for slashing Red Wings forward Johan Franzen.


In the 2007–08 off-season, the Flames demoted Playfair to associate coach, bringing in Mike Keenan as the team's head coach. During the season, Jarome Iginla became the Flames' all-time leader in games played, passing Al MacInnis' mark of 803. Iginla also passed Theoren Fleury's mark of 364 goals to become the Flames' all-time goalscoring leader on March 10, 2008. In the playoffs, they fell in the conference quarterfinals to the San Jose Sharks in seven games. Iginla continued to set franchise records in 2008–09, surpassing Fleury's franchise mark of 830 points, and scoring his 400th goal on the same night against the Tampa Bay Lightning. The team failed to advance past the first round of the playoffs, being eliminated by the Chicago Blackhawks in six games, resulting in the dismissal of head coach Mike Keenan after two seasons. Brent Sutter was named his successor on June 23, 2009, but the Flames failed to qualify for the playoffs in the 2009–10 season.


End of the Iginla era (2010–2013)

The Flames and Montreal Canadiens line up for a face-off at the 2011 Heritage Classic.
The Flames struggled at the beginning of the 2010–11 season, falling to 14th place in the conference at the Christmas break. The organization replaced Darryl Sutter with Jay Feaster, giving him the role of interim general manager. The interim tag was removed after the season's conclusion. The team pulled itself back into playoff contention following the change but failed to qualify for the playoffs, missing by three points and finishing 10th in the conference.


Calgary hosted the 2011 Heritage Classic, the NHL's second outdoor game of the year, at McMahon Stadium on February 22, 2011. The Flames defeated the Montreal Canadiens 4–0 and Kiprusoff became the first goaltender to record a shutout in an NHL outdoor game. Iginla reached two major milestones late in the season—he became the tenth player in NHL history to score at least 30 goals in ten consecutive seasons, and scored his 1,000th career point, all with the Flames. Iginla also scored his 500th career goal on January 7, 2012, against the Minnesota Wild. On March 27, 2013, Iginla was traded to the Pittsburgh Penguins in exchange for prospects Kenny Agostino and Ben Hanowski and a first-round pick in 2013, leaving the team without a captain for the first time. The Flames missed the playoffs for the fourth consecutive year in 2012–13, and selected Sean Monahan sixth overall at the 2013 NHL entry draft.


Giordano, Monahan, Gaudreau era (2013–2022)


Mark Giordano was named captain following the trade of Jarome Iginla


Sean Monahan was selected by the Flames in the 2013 NHL entry draft.


Matthew Tkachuk was selected sixth overall at the 2016 NHL entry draft by the Flames





Prior to the 2013–14 season, Mark Giordano was named as the new captain of the Flames. The team fell to the sixth place in the division, and team president Brian Burke fired Feaster and took over the role on an interim basis. 2011 fourth-round draft pick Johnny Gaudreau made his NHL debut after winning the Hobey Baker Award at Boston College the day before. Gaudreau recorded his first NHL goal in the contest, the lone goal in a 5–1 Flames loss.


In the 2014–15 season, the Flames won one of their final games against the Los Angeles Kings to clinch their first playoff berth since 2009. They eliminated the Vancouver Canucks in six games in the first round of the playoffs for their first playoff series win since 2004, but were eliminated by the Anaheim Ducks in five games in the second round. Head coach Bob Hartley won the Jack Adams Trophy for coach of the year.


In the 2015–16 season, the Flames faced heightened expectations after the prior seasons. These expectations were bolstered after the acquisition of Dougie Hamilton from the Boston Bruins for a first-round pick and two second-round picks at the 2015 NHL entry draft. The Flames failed to qualify for the playoffs; as a result, head coach Hartley was fired and replaced by former Vancouver Canucks assistant coach Glen Gulutzan. The Flames picked Matthew Tkachuk as the sixth selection of the 2016 NHL entry draft.


During the off-season, the Flames had ongoing negotiations with pending restricted free agents Sean Monahan and Johnny Gaudreau; both players signed multi-year contracts. Bolstered by the emergence of the "3M Line", composed of Tkachuk, Mikael Backlund and Michael Frolik, the Flames rebounded to make the playoffs in the 2016–17 season as the conference's first wild card seed, but they were swept by the Anaheim Ducks in the first round.


The Flames failed to qualify for the playoffs in the 2017–18 season and Gulutzan was fired. Bill Peters was hired as head coach. The team made several changes to their roster before the 2018–19 season, including a trade with the Carolina Hurricanes at the 2018 NHL entry draft that sent Dougie Hamilton, Micheal Ferland, and Adam Fox to the Hurricanes in exchange for Noah Hanifin and Elias Lindholm. At the end of the regular season, they won the division title for the first time since 2006. They lost in the first round of the 2019 Stanley Cup playoffs to the Colorado Avalanche in five games. At the end of season, captain Giordano was awarded the James Norris Memorial Trophy for best defenceman of the year.


During the 2019–20 season, following accusations against Peters of racism and physical violence by former Flames's prospect Akim Aliu, Peters was forced to take a leave of absence on November 26, pending the outcome of an internal investigation. Assistant coach Geoff Ward was named the acting head coach during the investigation. Peters resigned on November 29 and Ward was named the interim head coach. Ward broke a franchise record by starting his coaching tenure with seven straight wins. The Flames only played 70 games in the regular season, which ended after March 11, 2020, due to the coronavirus pandemic. Based on their regular-season points percentage, they qualified for the playoffs as the eighth seed in the Western Conference and defeated the Winnipeg Jets in four games in the qualifying round. The Flames lost to the Dallas Stars in the first round of the playoffs in six games.


On March 4, 2021, with the Flames starting 11–11–2, Ward was fired and Sutter was re-hired as head coach of the Flames. Giordano's tenure as captain ended when he was selected by the Seattle Kraken in the 2021 NHL expansion draft. The team secured first place in the Pacific Division and returned to the playoffs after failing to qualify in 2020–21. They faced the Dallas Stars in the first round of the 2022 Stanley Cup playoffs and won the series in seven games. In their first Battle of Alberta playoff series since 1991, the Flames lost to the Oilers in five games in the second round.


High-profile turnover (2022–present)

The 2022 off-season saw the departures and arrivals of many star players. Gaudreau signed a seven-year deal to join the Columbus Blue Jackets, leaving the Flames. Tkachuk – who was a restricted free agent – said he did not want to sign a long-term deal in Calgary. After filing for club-elected salary arbitration, the Flames  on July 23 traded Tkachuk and a conditional 2025 fourth-round draft pick to the Florida Panthers for forward Jonathan Huberdeau, defenceman MacKenzie Weegar, prospect Cole Schwindt, and a conditional 2025 first-round selection. As part of the trade negotiations, Tkachuk signed an eight-year contract with the Flames before being traded to the Panthers. On August 18, the Flames traded Monahan and a conditional first-round pick in 2025 to the Montreal Canadiens for future considerations. The move made room for the Flames to secure Colorado Avalanche forward Nazem Kadri, who signed a seven-year contract on the same day.


Despite losing two 100-point players, the moves made by general manager Brad Treliving were praised, with some suggesting the Flames might be a more serious Stanley Cup contender in 2022–23. The Flames missed the playoffs and Treliving left his position as general manager on April 17. Don Maloney was named the club's director of hockey operations and replaced Treliving as GM on an interim basis. On May 23, 2023, Craig Conroy was named the club's general manager after nine seasons as an assistant general manager. On June 12, Ryan Huska was named the new head coach of the team after Sutter's firing. Conroy's first trade sent leading goal-scorer Tyler Toffoli to the New Jersey Devils for Yegor Sharangovich and a 2023 third-round draft choice on June 27.


Mikael Backlund, the Flames' longest-serving player, was named captain on September 27, 2023. During the 2023–24 season, Conroy sent Elias Lindholm to the Vancouver Canucks for Andrei Kuzmenko, Hunter Brzustewicz, Joni Jurmo, a first-round and a conditional fourth-round picks in the 2024 NHL entry draft. Also among those traded were Nikita Zadorov, Chris Tanev, and Noah Hanifin. In the 2024–25 season, Kuzmenko was traded to the Philadelphia Flyers. The Flames missed the playoffs for the third consecutive season.


Community impact

Flames Central was a downtown restaurant and bar owned by the Flames from 2006 to 2017.

Looking to fill extra dates in the Saddledome, the Flames agreed to a lease deal with the expansion Calgary Hitmen of the junior Western Hockey League who began play in 1995. Two years later, the Flames bought the team. During the 2004–05 NHL lock-out, the Flames heavily marketed the Hitmen and the team led all professional or junior hockey teams in North America in attendance, averaging over 10,000 fans per game.


In April 2006, the Flames announced they would open a restaurant-bar-entertainment facility in downtown Calgary on Stephen Avenue. One year later, Flames Central opened to the public. In 2017, the facility reverted to its original name of the Palace Theatre.


Flames Foundation

Through the team's non-profit charity, the Flames Foundation, the team has donated to causes throughout southern Alberta as of 2010. Along with the Rotary Club, the Flames helped to fund the first children's hospice in Alberta, and one of only six in North America.


The Flames are close partners with the Alberta Children's Hospital and the Gordon Townsend School housed within. The Flames participate in the Wheelchair Hockey Challenge with the Townsend Tigers.


"C of Red"

The C of Red during the 2009 Stanley Cup playoffs
The tradition of the C of Red dates back to the 1986 Stanley Cup playoffs against the Oilers. Oiler fans were donning hats promoting "Hat Trick Fever" in their quest for three straight Stanley Cups. Flames fans countered by wearing red. In the 1987 playoffs against Winnipeg, the Jets responded to the C of Red by encouraging fans to wear white, creating the "Winnipeg whiteout". During the Flames' run to the 2004 Stanley Cup Final, most of the Flames fans attending the hockey games at the Saddledome wore a red jersey with Calgary's flaming C on it. Sales of the Flames red home jersey, introduced at the start of the 2003–04 campaign, were so strong during the playoffs that manufacturer CCM stopped production on all other team jerseys to keep up with demand and the team set a league record for sales of a new uniform design. In December 2018, Calgary rock band The Dudes and the Calgary Flames organization released a cover of their hockey-themed song "Saturday Night" called "My C is Alright", paying homage to the C of Red.


Red Mile


During the Flames' run to the 2004 Stanley Cup Final, the 17th Avenue SW entertainment district, which runs west from the Scotiabank Saddledome, saw up to 35,000 fans pack the streets during the first three rounds of the playoffs, and over 60,000 in the finals. The Red Mile party received coverage in many newspapers across North America, as the parties remained peaceful and incidents were minimal despite the large number of people in a small area.


In April 2006, the Calgary Police Service announced that Red Mile gatherings would be discouraged, including traffic diversions, a zero-tolerance policy on noise and rowdy behaviour, and the presence of plain-clothed officers among the crowd to ticket offenders. After meeting with the Chief of Police, Mayor Dave Bronconnier convinced the Calgary Police Service to relax their ban on the "Red Mile" and encouraged people to make their way to 17th Avenue. The police retained their zero-tolerance policy on public nudity and drunkenness.


Team information

In-game personalities

Since 2014, Canadian country singer George Canyon sings "O Canada" and "The Star-Spangled Banner" at most home games, accompanied by organist Warren Tse. Willy Joosen was the organist of the team until his death in July 2022.


Jerseys

Original jerseys used in 1980–1994. The design was later reinstated in 2020, with slight alterations.
Second design used in 1995–2000
The Calgary Flames' original jerseys retained the basic design the team wore in Atlanta: white jerseys with red shoulders and red and yellow stripes, and solid red jerseys with yellow and white stripes.


In 1998, to celebrate the "Year of the Cowboy", the Flames introduced its inaugural third jersey design, featuring the "flaming horse" logo on a black background. Two years later, the jersey became the Flames' road jersey, while the home jersey was updated to incorporate the same V-style striping on the arms and waist of the jersey. This jersey was relegated to third jersey status in 2003 when the NHL adopted the coloured jerseys for the home team. In 2007, with the introduction of the Rbk Edge jersey, the Flames updated their look to replace the horizontal striping with vertical striping down the sides. To honour the team's heritage, the Flames added the flags of Alberta and Canada as shoulder patches.


For the 2011 Heritage Classic, the Flames wore uniforms inspired by the Calgary Tigers, the city's first professional hockey team from the 1920s. The Flames adapted the Tigers' black-and-gold jerseys to darker shades of their own colours – maroon and burnt yellow, with a yellow stripe across the chest and alternating stripes on the sleeves. The flaming C logo and pants were cream-coloured, adding to the "vintage" look of the uniform.


In 2013, the Flames introduced a new third jersey to replace their throwback uniform. The newest design was Western-inspired, with a script Calgary in black across the front of the jersey and black shoulders with points on the front mimicking cowboy wear. This uniform was used until the 2015–16 season, after which the throwback third uniforms used from 2010 to 2013 were revived.


The 2019 Heritage Classic against the Winnipeg Jets at Regina's Mosaic Stadium featured the return of the Flames' original white uniform in the modern AdiZero cut.


In 2020, the Flames promoted the throwback alternate and Heritage Classic uniforms to primary status, while retaining the black-trimmed red uniforms as an alternate. In November 2020, along with the rest of the league, the Flames released their Reverse Retro jersey. It was similar to the 1998–2006 alternate/dark jersey, with some slight modifications such as two stripes, a yellow and red one, and nothing below those stripes. The black-trimmed red uniforms were retired after the season. In 2022, the "Blasty" black uniform returned as an alternate, adding the sublimated flame marks on the sleeves. Also in 2022, the Flames unveiled their second "Reverse Retro" uniform, using the 1994–2000 uniform but with black as the base colour. For the 2023 Heritage Classic, the Flames wore cream-based uniforms inspired by the Calgary Stampeders hockey teams of the 1950s and 1960s. The design featured a red roundel containing the full team name around the "flaming C" logo. The only yellow accents on the uniform were on the roundel itself. The uniform featured red stripes and red letters.


Logos

Calgary's alternate logo, known as the Blasty, was used from 1998 to 2007, and revived in 2022.
The Flames primary logo is the "Flaming C" design, introduced when the team came to Calgary in 1980. The flaming horse logo (colloquially nicknamed "Blasty") was retired in 2007 with the introduction of the new Rbk Edge jersey. However, in 2022, the Flames announced the return of the "Blasty" logo as the team's new third jersey.


Mascot


Harvey the Hound is the Flames' mascot. He was created in 1983 to serve both with the Flames and the Calgary Stampeders of the Canadian Football League. Harvey was the first mascot in the NHL. In January 2003, Edmonton Oilers head coach Craig MacTavish ripped out the mascot's tongue as he was harassing their bench. The incident led to other NHL team mascots arriving at the 2003 All-Star Game with their tongues hanging out.


Minor league affiliates

The Flames' current American Hockey League (AHL) affiliate is the Calgary Wranglers. The Flames' current ECHL affiliate is the Rapid City Rush.


Season-by-season record

This is a partial list of the last five seasons completed by the Flames. For the full season-by-season history, see List of Calgary Flames seasons


Note: GP = Games played, W = Wins, L = Losses, T = Ties, OTL = Overtime losses, Pts = Points, GF = Goals for, GA = Goals against



	Season	GP	W	L	OTL	Pts	GF	GA	Finish	Playoffs


	2021–22	82	50	21	11	111	293	208	1st, Pacific	Lost in second round, 1–4 (Oilers)


	2022–23	82	38	27	17	93	260	252	5th, Pacific	Did not qualify


	2023–24	82	38	39	5	81	253	271	5th, Pacific	Did not qualify


	2024–25	82	41	27	14	96	225	238	4th, Pacific	Did not qualify


	2025–26	82	34	39	9	77	212	259	7th, Pacific	Did not qualify




Players and personnel


Current roster

	view
	talk
	edit



Updated July 2, 2026



	No.
	Nat
	Player
	Pos
	S/G
	Age
	Acquired
	Birthplace






	11
	
	Mikael Backlund(C)
	C
	L
	37
	2007
	Västerås, Sweden






	7
	
	Kevin Bahl
	D
	L
	26
	2024
	New Westminster, British Columbia






	48
	
	Hunter Brzustewicz
	D
	R
	21
	2024
	Washington, Michigan






	1
	
	Devin Cooley
	G
	L
	29
	2024
	Los Gatos, California






	27
	
	Matt Coronato
	RW
	R
	23
	2021
	Huntington, New York






	86
	
	Joel Farabee
	LW
	L
	26
	2025
	Cicero, New York






	16
	
	Morgan Frost
	C
	L
	27
	2025
	Aurora, Ontario






	92
	
	Matvei Gridin
	RW
	L
	20
	2024
	Kurgan, Russia






	39
	
	Tyson Gross
	C
	R
	23
	2026
	Calgary, Alberta






	44
	
	Joel Hanley
	D
	L
	35
	2024
	Keswick, Ontario






	29
	
	Samuel Honzek
	LW
	L
	21
	2023
	Trencin, Slovakia






	10
	
	Jonathan Huberdeau(A)
	LW
	L
	33
	2022
	Saint-Jerome, Quebec






	–
	
	Ben Jones
	C
	L
	27
	2026
	Waterloo, Ontario






	43
	
	Adam Klapka
	RW
	R
	25
	2022
	Prague, Czech Republic






	37
	
	Yan Kuznetsov
	D
	L
	24
	2020
	Murmansk, Russia






	–
	
	Jacob Middleton
	D
	L
	30
	2026
	Stratford, Ontario






	–
	
	Simon Nemec(RFA)
	D
	R
	22
	2026
	Liptovský Mikuláš, Slovakia






	94
	
	Brayden Pachal
	D
	R
	26
	2024
	Estevan, Saskatchewan






	19
	
	Zayne Parekh
	D
	R
	20
	2024
	Nobleton, Ontario






	76
	
	Martin Pospisil
	C
	L
	26
	2018
	Zvolen, Slovakia






	17
	
	Yegor Sharangovich
	C
	L
	28
	2023
	Minsk, Belarus






	22
	
	Ryan Strome
	C
	R
	32
	2026
	Mississauga, Ontario






	–
	
	Maxim Tsyplakov
	RW
	L
	27
	2026
	Moscow, Russia






	28
	
	Zach Whitecloud
	D
	R
	29
	2026
	Brandon, Manitoba






	52
	
	Abram Wiebe
	D
	L
	22
	2026
	Mission, British Columbia






	32
	
	Dustin Wolf
	G
	L
	25
	2019
	Gilroy, California






	47
	
	Connor Zary
	C
	L
	24
	2020
	Saskatoon, Saskatchewan








Team captains

Lanny McDonald presents Iginla with a gold stick. The pair of former captains are the only players to score their 500th career goal in a Flames uniform.

	Brad Marsh, 1980–1982

	Phil Russell, 1981–1983

	Lanny McDonald, 1983–1989

	Jim Peplinski, 1984–1989

	Brad McCrimmon, 1989–1990

	Rotating captains, 1990–1991

	Joe Nieuwendyk, 1991–1995

	Theoren Fleury, 1995–1997

	Todd Simpson, 1997–1999

	Steve Smith, 1999–2000

	Dave Lowry, 2000–2002

	Bob Boughner, 2002

	Craig Conroy, 2002–2003

	Jarome Iginla, 2003–2013

	Mark Giordano, 2013–2021

	Mikael Backlund, 2023–present




McDonald and Risebrough were co-captains in 1983–1984. McDonald and Peplinski were co-captains in 1987–1989. Boughner and Conroy were co-captains for the latter half of the 2001–02 season after Dave Lowry was stripped of the captaincy.


Honoured members



Retired numbers

Lanny McDonald, Mike Vernon, Jarome Iginla, and Miika Kiprusoff are the only Flames to have their numbers retired by the team, while Al MacInnis and Joe Nieuwendyk have had their numbers honoured by the team (they are still in circulation) as part of the Flames' "Forever a Flame" program. With the exception of Iginla and Kiprusoff, all of these players were members of the Flames' 1989 Stanley Cup-winning team.

Calgary Flames retired numbers

	No.
	Player
	Position
	Career
	No. retirement


	9	Lanny McDonald	RW	1981–1989	March 17, 1990


	12	Jarome Iginla	RW	1996–2013	March 2, 2019


	30	Mike Vernon	G	1982–1994
2000–2002	February 6, 2007


	34	Miikka Kiprusoff	G	2003–2013	March 2, 2024



The Calgary Flames have retired four numbers, with a fifth retired league-wide. The Flames retired No. 9 in honour of Lanny McDonald, who played right wing for the Flames from 1981 to 1989 and won the Stanley Cup as the Flames' co-captain in his final year. No. 30 was retired to honour Mike Vernon, goaltender with the Flames from 1982 to 1994 and 2000 to 2002. The Flames retired Jarome Iginla's No. 12 in 2019; he played right wing for the Flames from 1996 to 2013 and served as the team's captain from 2003 to 2013. Miika Kiprusoff's No. 34 was retired in 2024; he was the Flames' goaltender for 11 years from 2003 to 2013. The NHL retired Wayne Gretzky's No. 99 for all its member teams at the 2000 NHL All-Star Game.


In 2012, the Flames organization introduced the "Forever a Flame" programme to honour those who played and represented the Calgary Flames without retiring their numbers. On February 27, 2012, defenceman Al MacInnis earned this distinction, with a banner with his picture and his No. 2 raised to the Scotiabank Saddledome rafters. Joe Nieuwendyk was treated likewise on March 7, 2014, promoted as "Forever25" for both the number on Nieuwendyk's jersey and the 25th anniversary of the 1989 title.


Hockey Hall of Fame members

Twelve former Flames have been elected to the Hockey Hall of Fame, six of whom earned their credentials primarily in Calgary. Lanny McDonald was the first Flames player inducted, gaining election in 1992. McDonald recorded 215 goals in 492 games over seven and a half seasons for the Flames, including a team-record 66 goals in 1982–83. He was joined in 2000 by a fellow member of the 1989 Stanley Cup championship team, Joe Mullen. Mullen spent five seasons with the Flames, recording 388 points and receiving two Lady Byng Trophies. Grant Fuhr, elected in 2003, became the third former Flames player to enter the Hall. Fuhr played only one season in Calgary, but recorded his 400th career win in a Flames uniform, a victory over the Florida Panthers on October 22, 1999. In 2007, Al MacInnis became the fourth former Flame inducted into the Hall. MacInnis was a member of the Flames from 1981 until 1994. He won the Conn Smythe Trophy in 1989 as playoff MVP. On November 9, 2009, Brett Hull became the fifth player in Calgary Flames history to be inducted. He was selected 117th in the 1984 NHL entry draft by the Flames, and began his NHL career playing two seasons (1986–1988) with Calgary.


On June 28, 2011, it was announced that former Flames forwards Doug Gilmour and Joe Nieuwendyk would become the sixth and seventh members to enter the Hockey Hall of Fame. On June 29, 2015, defenceman Phil Housley was inducted, making him the eighth player in Flames history to gain that honour. Housley played for the Flames on two separate occasions, (1994–1996 and 1998–2001). Sergei Makarov entered as a part of the Class of 2016. Makarov was chosen 231st in the 1983 NHL entry draft, and joined the Flames in 1989, where he won the Calder Memorial Trophy as rookie of the year at the age of 31. He played for the Flames from 1989 to 1993. Martin St. Louis became the tenth player to be inducted into the Hall. St. Louis was a part of the Flames organization from 1997 to 2000, splitting his time with the Flames' American Hockey League affiliate Saint John Flames and the main roster. On June 24, 2020, Jarome Iginla became the eleventh player inducted into the Hall of Fame. He played for the Flames from 1996 to 2013; during his time with the team he won many awards including the Art Ross Trophy, the Lester B. Pearson Award and the Maurice "Rocket" Richard Trophy. In 2023, Mike Vernon became the twelfth player inducted into the Hall of Fame. Vernon played for the Flames from 1982 to 1994 and from 2000 to 2002.


Former head coach "Badger" Bob Johnson joined McDonald in the class of 1992, gaining election as a builder. Johnson coached five seasons with the Flames from 1982 to 1987, and his 193 wins remain a team record. Cliff Fletcher was the Flames general manager from the organization's inception in 1972 until 1991, a span of 19 years. During that time, the Flames qualified for the playoffs sixteen consecutive times between 1976 and 1991. Fletcher was inducted in 2004. In 2006, Harley Hotchkiss became the third Flames builder to gain election. He was an original member of the ownership group that purchased and brought the Flames to Calgary in 1980. He was the team's longtime governor and the public face of the consortium. He has served many years as the chairman of the NHL board of directors and played a significant role in the resolution of the 2004–05 lock-out. Fellow original owner Doc Seaman was similarly inducted in 2010. On June 29, 2015, former player Bill Hay was elected to the Hockey Hall of Fame in the builders category. Hay served as president and CEO for the Flames in the 1990s.


Flames radio broadcaster Peter Maher was named the recipient of the Foster Hewitt Memorial Award in 2006 for his years of service as the radio play-by-play announcer for the Calgary Flames. Longtime trainer Bearcat Murray was inducted into the Hall of Fame in 2009 by the Professional Hockey Athletic Trainers Society and the Society of Professional Hockey Equipment Managers.


Franchise leaders

Scoring leaders

Recording 830 regular season points on the Flames, Theoren Fleury is the all-time second highest point-scorer in the franchise.
These are the top-ten point-scorers in franchise (Atlanta and Calgary) history. Figures are updated after each completed NHL regular season.

	* – current Flames player


Note: Pos = Position; GP = Games played; G = Goals; A = Assists; Pts = Points; P/G = Points per game average





	

Points

	Player	Pos	GP	G	A	Pts	P/G


	Jarome Iginla	RW	1,219	525	570	1,095	.90


	Theoren Fleury	RW	791	364	466	830	1.05


	Al MacInnis	D	803	213	609	822	1.02


	Joe Nieuwendyk	C	577	314	302	616	1.07


	Johnny Gaudreau	LW	602	210	399	609	1.01


	Mikael Backlund*	C	1,148	232	374	606	.53


	Gary Suter	D	617	128	436	564	.91


	Kent Nilsson	C	425	229	333	562	1.32


	Guy Chouinard	C	514	193	336	529	1.03

 
	Mark Giordano	D	949	143	366	509	.54




	

Goals

	Player	Pos	G


	Jarome Iginla	RW	525


	Theoren Fleury	RW	364


	Joe Nieuwendyk	C	314


	Gary Roberts	LW	257


	Mikael Backlund*	C	232


	Kent Nilsson	C	229


	Lanny McDonald	RW	215


	Al MacInnis	D	213

 
	Sean Monahan	C	212


	Johnny Gaudreau	LW	210




	

Assists

	Player	Pos	A


	Al MacInnis	D	609


	Jarome Iginla	RW	570


	Theoren Fleury	RW	466


	Gary Suter	D	436


	Johnny Gaudreau	LW	399


	Mikael Backlund*	C	374

 
	Mark Giordano	D	366


	Guy Chouinard	C	336


	Paul Reinhart	D	336


	Kent Nilsson	C	333










Goaltending leaders

These are the top-ten goaltenders in franchise (Atlanta and Calgary) history by wins. Figures are updated after each completed NHL regular season.

	* – current Flames player



Note: GP = Games played; W = Wins; L = Losses; T/O = Ties/Overtime losses; GA = Goal against; GAA = Goals against average; SA = Shots against; SV% = Save percentage; SO = Shutouts


Goaltenders

	Player	GP	W	L	T/O	GA	GAA	SA	SV%	SO


	Miikka Kiprusoff	576	305	192	68	1,387	2.46	16,018	.913	41


	Mike Vernon	527	262	188	57	1,617	3.27	13,802	.883	13


	Dan Bouchard	398	168	139	75	1,154	3.04	11,400	.899	20


	Rejean Lemelin	323	144	99	46	1,078	3.67	9,303	.884	6


	Jacob Markstrom	213	105	78	25	545	2.63	5,836	.907	15


	Phil Myre	211	76	95	32	653	3.21	6,097	.893	11


	Trevor Kidd	178	72	66	26	460	2.83	4,524	.898	10


	David Rittich	130	63	39	15	333	2.83	3,602	.908	4


	Roman Turek	152	63	68	20	376	2.53	3,981	.906	12


	Dustin Wolf*	128	60	52	12	349	2.85	3,598	.903	5






Original: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Calgary_Flames
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Eve Cone

en.wikipedia.org · Cinder cone in British Columbia, Canada · Featured Jul 1







Eve Cone, also referred to as Eve's Cone, is a cinder cone in Cassiar Land District of northwestern British Columbia, Canada. It has an elevation of 1,740 metres (5,710 feet) and is one of several volcanic cones in the Desolation Lava Field. Situated southeast of the community of Telegraph Creek, it lies in Mount Edziza Provincial Park, one of the largest provincial parks in British Columbia. A roughly 12-kilometre-long (7.5-mile) lava field issued from Eve Cone during the Holocene and travelled down the northern side of the Big Raven Plateau. It branches out into many narrower lava channels, the largest of which extends to Buckley Lake.


Eve Cone is part of the Mount Edziza volcanic complex, which consists of a wide variety of landforms such as shield volcanoes, stratovolcanoes, lava domes and cinder cones. The cone contains a circular summit crater 45m (148ft) deep, but most of the lava from the volcano appears to have issued from vents around the base of the 350m (1,150ft) wide cone. Eve Cone is surrounded by a number of other volcanic features, including Tsekone Ridge, Pillow Ridge, Sidas Cone and the Triplex Cones. The cone can be reached via horse trails from Telegraph Creek and Iskut; float-equipped aircraft can fly to nearby Buckley Lake to reach it as well.


Name and etymology

Jack Souther, a geologist of the Geological Survey of Canada who studied the area in detail from 1965 to 1992, named the cone after Eve Brown Edzerza. Edzerza was a local indigenous woman who traversed Mount Edziza via dog sled with her husband, Johnny Edzerza, and a man named Hank Williams in or before 1974. Johnny and Williams were killed in an avalanche from the mountain during a vicious snowstorm that had blown in from the north, but Eve survived, directing a rescue team to the site of the accident.


Williams and the Edzerzas were Tahltans, the local First Nations people whose traditional territory covers an area of more than 93,500km2 (36,100mi2). Eve Edzerza's survival of the event and courage following the avalanche is now a legend among the Tahltans. Johnny Edzerza was buried on Mount Edziza; both Edzerza and Edziza may be etymologically linked. Williams Cone on the northeastern side of the mountain was named in honour of Williams.


Eve Cone was officially named on January 2, 1980. Its name was adopted on the National Topographic System map 104G/15 after being submitted to the BC Geographical Names office by the Geological Survey of Canada. In his 1992 report The Late Cenozoic Mount Edziza Volcanic Complex, British Columbia, Jack Souther called Eve Cone DLF-9; DLF is an acronym for the Desolation Lava Field whereas 9 refers to Eve Cone being the ninth youngest eruptive centre in the Desolation Lava Field. BC Parks refers to the cone as both Eve Cone and Eve's Cone.


Geography

Eve Cone is located in Cassiar Land District of northwestern British Columbia, Canada, about 11km (6.8mi) southeast of Buckley Lake at the northern end of the Big Raven Plateau. It has an elevation of 1,740m (5,710ft) and is one of several volcanic cones in the Desolation Lava Field, which is one of the largest areas of Holocene lava flows of the Mount Edziza volcanic complex. The volcanic complex consists of a group of overlapping shield volcanoes, stratovolcanoes, lava domes and cinder cones that have formed over the last 7.5million years. Eve Cone is one of the most symmetrical and best-preserved cinder cones in Canada, rising 172m (564ft) above the surrounding terrain to a circular summit crater 45m (148ft) deep. Lichen and pioneer vegetation sparsely grows on the base of the 350m (1,150ft) wide cone.


The Smithsonian Institution's Global Volcanism Program lists Eve Cone as one of many satellitic cones of Mount Edziza due to its location on the northern flank of this stratovolcano. Apart from the main edifice of Mount Edziza, which reaches an elevation of 2,786m (9,140ft), Eve Cone is surrounded by a number of other volcanic features. About 5km (3.1mi) southwest of Eve Cone is Tsekone Ridge on the northwestern flank of Mount Edziza. Pillow Ridge, about 5km (3.1mi) south of Eve Cone, extends northwest from the northern flank of Mount Edziza. About 2km (1.2mi) southeast of Eve Cone are the Triplex Cones, a southeast-trending line of three deeply eroded volcanic cones. Sidas Cone about 5km (3.1mi) northeast of Eve Cone is a composite of two overlapping cones. The Pillow and Tsekone ridges are older volcanic features of Pleistocene age whereas Sidas Cone and the Triplex Cones are part of the younger Desolation Lava Field.


Eve Cone lies in Mount Edziza Provincial Park southeast of the community of Telegraph Creek. With an area of 2,661.8km2 (1,027.7mi2), Mount Edziza Provincial Park is one of the largest provincial parks in British Columbia and was established in 1972 to preserve the volcanic landscape. It includes not only the Mount Edziza area but also the Spectrum Range to the south, which are separated by Raspberry Pass. Mount Edziza Provincial Park is in the Tahltan Highland, a southeast-trending upland area extending along the western side of the Stikine Plateau.


Geology

Background

As a part of the Mount Edziza volcanic complex, Eve Cone lies within a broad area of volcanoes called the Northern Cordilleran Volcanic Province, which extends from northwestern British Columbia northwards through Yukon into easternmost Alaska. The dominant rocks that make up these volcanoes are alkali basalts and hawaiites, but nephelinite, basanite and peralkaline phonolite, trachyte and comendite are locally abundant. These rocks were deposited by volcanic eruptions from 20million years ago to as recently as a few hundred years ago. Volcanism in the Northern Cordilleran Volcanic Province is thought to be due to rifting of the North American Cordillera, driven by changes in relative plate motion between the North American and Pacific plates.


Structure

[image: Overhead view of lava flows from two volcanic cones]False colour image of lava flows from Eve and Sidas cones
Eve Cone is a monogenetic cinder cone, a simple volcanic edifice that erupted over a single eruptive phase. Such features are typically considered to erupt only once and to be short-lived; they can remain active from days to years but are fed by a relatively small amount of magma. Eve Cone consists of hawaiite of the Big Raven Formation and is one of the two youngest eruptive centres in the Desolation Lava Field, the other being Williams Cone about 6km (3.7mi) to the southeast. Both cones are of Holocene age but Eve Cone was most likely formed by a towering, vertical lava fountain due to its symmetrical structure. Loosely aggregated volcanic ejecta such as bombs, cinders and ash cover the outer surface of Eve Cone.


Relatively fine, dark grey bombs and cinders cover the northern half of Eve Cone whereas coarser, clinkery spatter is exposed in the more deeply eroded southern half of the cone. Erosion on the southern flank is more extreme due to accelerated frost wedging and solifluction which may be caused by greater and more frequent temperature changes. In contrast to Williams Cone, whose surroundings are at least still partially covered with fine ash from its eruption, ash from the Eve Cone eruption has completely eroded away from the surrounding landscape; this suggests Eve Cone is older than Williams Cone.


Lava field

Nearly all of the lava erupted from Eve Cone appears to have originated from vents around the base of the volcanic edifice. This is particularly evident on the southeastern side of the cone, where there is a nearly 30m (98ft) high buttress of overlapping tiers of lava lobes. Streams of lava from these vents merged to form a roughly 12km (7.5mi) long lava field which extends down the northern side of the Big Raven Plateau. It has a maximum width of about 6km (3.7mi), overlies older lava flows from the Triplex Cones and abuts with older lava flows in the northeast from Sidas Cone. The lava flows forming this field branch out into many narrower lava channels to the north and northwest, the largest of which is approximately 6km (3.7mi) long; it reaches the northeastern end of Buckley Lake. A shorter channel just south of Buckley Lake forms a lava bed with the Triplex Cones lava flows.


Accessibility

[image: A partially snow-covered, cone-shaped volcano with a bowl-shaped crater on its top]Eve Cone from the southeast
Eve Cone is in a remote location with no established road access. The closest roads are the Stewart–Cassiar Highway to the east and the Telegraph Creek Road to the northwest; both come within 40km (25mi) of the cone. Extending from these roads are horse trails that provide access to the Mount Edziza volcanic complex. From Telegraph Creek, the Buckley Lake Trail extends about 15km (9.3mi) southeast along Mess Creek and Three Mile Lake. It then traverses about 15km (9.3mi) northeast along Dagaichess Creek and Stinking Lake to the northeastern end of Buckley Lake. Here, it meets with the Klastline River Trail and the Buckley Lake to Mowdade Lake Route, the latter of which ascends onto the gently sloping northern side of the plateau.


To the east, the roughly 50km (31mi) long Klastline River Trail begins at the community of Iskut on the Stewart–Cassiar Highway; it extends northwest and west along the Klastline River for much of its length. The trail enters Mount Edziza Provincial Park at about 25km (16mi) where Kakiddi Creek drains into the Klastline River. After entering Mount Edziza Provincial Park, it traverses northwest along the Klastline River for about 10km (6.2mi) and then crosses the river north of the Big Raven Plateau. From there, it traverses west for about 5km (3.1mi) to the northeastern end of Buckley Lake where it meets with the Buckley Lake Trail and the Buckley Lake to Mowdade Lake Route.


The Buckley Lake to Mowdade Lake Route traverses south from Buckley Lake along Buckley Creek and gradually climbs onto the northern end of the Big Raven Plateau where Eve Cone and Sidas Cone are visible along the route. BC Parks recommends visitors to ascend Eve Cone using the main trail on its southeastern flank to prevent walking erosion on its delicate surface. This route leads to a small bench on the northeastern side of the cone and provides access to the crater rim. Buckley Lake northwest of Eve Cone is large enough to be used by float-equipped aircraft. However, landing on this lake with a private aircraft requires a letter of authorization from the BC Parks Stikine Senior Park Ranger. As of 2023, Alpine Lakes Air and BC Yukon Air are the only air charter companies permitted to provide access to this area via aircraft.




Original: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eve_Cone
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No. 1 Aircraft Depot (No.1AD) was a maintenance unit of the Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF). Formed in July 1921 at RAAF Point Cook, Victoria, it relocated to the nearby RAAF Laverton in March 1926. As well as servicing aircraft and other equipment, in its early years, the depot supported survey flights in Australia and the Pacific region. It was also responsible for training maintenance staff.


No.1 AD's strength increased from 350 staff in the 1930s to over 2,000 during World WarII, when it assembled, tested and repaired aircraft ranging from Tiger Moth trainers to Spitfire fighters to B-17 Flying Fortress heavy bombers. It also undertook aircraft research and development.


Shortly after the war, No.1 AD introduced the first jets into RAAF service. In 1961, it ceased airframe maintenance but continued to service aero engines. By the 1970s, the depot's main focus was ground-based equipment, though it still handled some aircraft components. No.1 AD was disbanded in December 1994, its functions having been taken over by other units and private contractors. At the time of its disbandment, it was the oldest RAAF unit in continuous operation.


History

Pre-war years

No.1 Aircraft Depot (No.1 AD) was one of the first units formed by the Royal Australian Air Force after the new service was established (initially as the Australian Air Force) on 31March 1921. The original components of No.1 AD became known as such in April 1921, though the unit did not formally come into existence until July. Prior to this it comprised two elements in Melbourne, one at Spotswood handling the equipment of the Imperial Gift (128 surplus aircraft and associated spare parts donated by Great Britain following World WarI) and another at Fitzroy North responsible for motor vehicle repair. When No.1 AD was officially established at RAAF Point Cook, Victoria, on 1July, the Spotswood component was dissolved, while North Fitzroy continued to operate as a detachment. The unit's inaugural commanding officer was Squadron Leader Bill Anderson, who was also in overall charge of Point Cook.


In January 1922, the depot was organised into a headquarters that controlled stores, aircraft repair, and engine repair sections. The vehicle repair section at North Fitzroy was transferred to Point Cook that April. Point Cook's corrosive seaside atmosphere was deemed an unsuitable long-term location for aircraft maintenance; the base also lacked railway infrastructure, necessary for transporting large aircraft parts. In September 1921, the government had purchased land at Laverton near a railway station eight kilometres (five miles) inland from Point Cook for the express purpose of constructing a dedicated home for No.1 AD as the "warehouse of the Air Force". The depot, staffed by eight officers and seventy-seven other ranks, relocated to the new base on 1March 1926. It occupied a large hangar that included an administration block, which, along with living quarters and ancillary buildings, had cost £300,000 to build.


As well as receiving, assembling, testing and maintaining RAAF equipment, No.1 AD was responsible for supporting research flights. In July 1927, it was the departure point for the Northern Survey Flight, comprising a de Havilland DH.50 and two Airco DH.9s, which reconnoitred air routes and landing grounds in northern and central Australia under the command of the Chief of the Air Staff, Wing Commander Richard Williams. The following month, No.1 AD formed the Papuan Survey Flight, consisting of two Supermarine SeagullIII amphibious biplanes under the command of Flight Lieutenant Ellis Wackett, to photograph the Papuan and New Guinean coasts as far north as Aitape. Anderson, now a wing commander, returned to command the depot from April to August 1929, handing over to Wing Commander Adrian Cole, who served in the post until December 1932.


[image: Single-engined military biplane on floats in harbour]Supermarine Seagull A9-6, which was part of the 1927 Papuan Survey Flight formed by No.1 AD
By the mid-1930s, No.1 AD comprised 350 staff; the overall strength of the RAAF at this time was under 2,000. The depot serviced a range of aircraft that included the Westland Wapiti, Bristol Bulldog, Hawker Demon, de Havilland Dragon Rapide, Avro Cadet, Avro Anson, and North American NA-16. The NA-16 was later augmented by the purchase of the more advanced North American NA-33, which was licensed and built in Australia by the Commonwealth Aircraft Corporation as the CAC Wirraway. To cope with the Government's decision to rapidly expand the RAAF, a Recruit Training Section, incorporating the nascent School of Armaments and Signals, was formed under the depot's auspices by Flight Lieutenant Charles Eaton on 1March 1935; it was reorganised as Recruit Training Squadron on 1September 1936. No.1 AD also commenced formal training courses for aircraft fitters and riggers in 1935, leading to the formation of No.1 School of Technical Training five years later.


In December 1935, No.1 AD's workshops, under the command of Squadron Leader Arthur Murphy, specially modified a Wapiti and a deHavilland Gipsy Moth for Antarctic conditions to enable an Air Force team led by Flight Lieutenant (later Group Captain) Eric Douglas and Flying Officer Alister Murdoch to rescue explorer Lincoln Ellsworth, who was presumed lost on a journey across the continent. On 3May 1937, Recruit Training Squadron acquired a new sub-unit, the Communications and Survey Flight, utilising Tugan Gannets and Dragon Rapides for ongoing photographic survey work; the squadron was re-formed as No.1 Recruit Depot on 2March 1940. Coupled with its aircraft assembly and test facilities, the recruit training unit made Laverton an obvious choice for the establishment of future RAAF squadrons. No.1 AD's commanding officers during this decade included Wing Commanders Frank McNamara (February 1933 to April 1936), Frank Lukis (April 1936 to January 1938), and Arthur Murphy (January 1938 to May 1940).


World War II

[image: Six men in caps and overalls working on an aero engine]Fitters at No.1 AD assembling a Rolls-Royce Merlin engine after a full overhaul, May 1944
Although many squadrons were raised at RAAF Station Laverton during World WarII, the base's prime focus continued to be its aircraft depot. Following the outbreak of hostilities in September 1939, No.1 AD began expanding to handle the RAAF's growing number of training and combat aircraft, among them the Wirraway, de Havilland Tiger Moth, Lockheed Hudson, Hawker Hurricane, and Curtiss P-40 Kittyhawk. The depot assembled and tested new aircraft, and ferried them to operational areas such as northern Australia and New Guinea. It was also responsible for the maintenance of in-service aircraft, including their engines, instruments, and armament. As well as RAAF equipment, No.1 AD repaired battle-damaged US aircraft such as B-17 Flying Fortresses.


In March 1940, the RAAF began dividing Australia and New Guinea into geographically-based command-and-control zones. No.1 AD came under the auspices of Southern Area Command, which was headquartered in Melbourne and was responsible for RAAF units located in Victoria, South Australia and Tasmania. The depot spawned Nos.1 and 2Aircraft Parks, which were dedicated to aircraft assembly, in April–May 1940 and No.1 Replenishing Unit, which was responsible for the upkeep of ordnance and ammunition at units in Southern Area, in June 1942. In October that year, control of No.1 AD was transferred from Southern Area Command to the recently formed No.4 Maintenance Group, also headquartered in Melbourne, which took over responsibility for maintenance units in Victoria, South Australia and Tasmania.


No.1 AD undertook research and development on aircraft such as the Supermarine Spitfire, CAC Boomerang, and Wackett Woomera. It also ran comparative performance studies on Spitfires, Boomerangs, Kittyhawks, Brewster Buffalos, and Mitsubishi Zeros. In the case of the Boomerang, 105 CA-12 models were delivered to No.1 AD for testing between July 1942 and June 1943. As soon as the aircraft began arriving, the depot commenced handling and armament trials that continued for six months, identifying and overcoming such issues as the aircraft's guns freezing at high altitudes, and unusual levels of carbon monoxide in the cockpit. Fighter aces Alan Rawlinson and Wilfred Arthur, along with a United States Army Air Forces pilot, conducted comparative trials between a Boomerang, a Kittyhawk, a Buffalo, and a Bell Airacobra. The depot began despatching the Boomerangs to their operational units in March 1943, and the following month performance-tested a turbocharged version of the CA-14, though this model never entered production. No.1 AD's Special Duties and Performance Flight was responsible for conducting performance trials during the early war years; in December 1943 it became a separate organisation, No.1 Aircraft Performance Unit, which would evolve into the Aircraft Research and Development Unit (ARDU) in 1947.


One of the depot's wartime commanding officers was Wing Commander John Lerew, who held the post from December 1942 until November 1943. During his tenure, after investigating the crash of a Vultee Vengeance, he designed a clip to prevent the accidental release of the pilot's safety harness, which was later adopted for all such harnesses. By January 1945, No.1 AD's strength had increased to its highest level of 2,339 staff.


Post-war years

[image: Twin-engined, straight-winged military jet, parked on airfield]RAAF Canberra bomber during the 1953 London-to-Christchurch air race; three aircraft were specially modified by No.1 AD to take part in the event.
After the war, No.1 AD was responsible for introducing the first jets into RAAF service. A Gloster Meteor made its first flight in Australia from Laverton in 1946. By May 1947, No.1 AD had assembled the first de Havilland Vampire jet in Australia for its maiden flight. In October the same year, the first helicopter in RAAF service, a Sikorsky S-51, arrived at the depot. That month, No.1 AD also completed fitting out a Douglas Dakota with an office, a lounge suite, and a kitchenette for service as the Governor-General's VIP transport, operated out of Laverton by No.1 Communication Unit. In 1950, the depot received the sole high-performance piston-engined CAC CA-15 to be built, which had been sent to be "converted to components" (scrapped). No.1 AD took delivery of the first Australian-built English Electric Canberra jet bomber in July 1953. Shortly afterwards, it modified the three Canberras of No.1 Long Range Flight prior to the unit taking part in the 1953 London-to-Christchurch air race. In September that year, the first Australian-built Sabre jet fighter was delivered.


As part of the RAAF's reorganisation from a geographically-based command-and-control system to one based on function, No.4 Maintenance Group was superseded by Maintenance Command on 1October 1953. In September 1959, No.1 AD came under the control of Support Command, formed when Maintenance Command was amalgamated with Training Command. Between June 1950 and October 1960, No.1 AD maintained a detachment at RAAF Station Tocumwal, New South Wales, to store obsolete aircraft awaiting disposal.


By 1961, when all airframe maintenance at Laverton was transferred to Nos.2 and 3 Aircraft Depots, No.1 AD had serviced forty-two aircraft types throughout its existence. It continued to maintain aero engines and began supporting telecommunications equipment as well. The aircraft engine repair facilities at No.1 AD were closed down in 1968. Staff were transferred to No.3 Aircraft Depot at RAAF Base Amberley, Queensland, to prepare for the introduction of the General Dynamics F-111C swing-wing bomber to Australian service and concentrate on maintaining the new aircraft's engines. No.1 AD's focus thereafter shifted to ground support, manufacturing, installing, servicing and providing training for navigational, air traffic control, telecommunications and motor transport equipment used by the Air Force and other sections of Defence and government. From 1968 to 1977, the depot was organised into two components, Telecommunications Installation and Maintenance Squadron and Ground Equipment Maintenance Squadron. These were subdivided in February 1977 into Telecommunications Squadron (maintaining ground communications equipment for control towers, transmitters and receiving stations in Australia and the region), Radar Squadron (supporting surveillance systems at RAAF Bases Williamtown, Amberley, Townsville, Darwin and Pearce), Ground Equipment Maintenance Squadron (maintaining motor transport and other ground-based mechanical and electro-mechanical systems) and Intermediate Level Maintenance Squadron (communications, navigation and other ground-based maintenance at Laverton, as well as spectrometric analysis of oil used by the RAAF in aircraft and other equipment).


On 6November 1981, the Governor-General, Sir Zelman Cowen, presented the Queen's Colour to No.1 AD. By September the following year, the depot's strength was down to 235 staff, but it pioneered the support of new technologies for the Air Force in such fields as electroplating, fibre optics, and electronics. It was also responsible for developing and testing components for the F-111, Macchi MB-326 and McDonnell Douglas F/A-18 Hornet jets. From 1986, restructuring and outsourcing began to impact heavily upon the RAAF's technical services. In February 1990, No.1 AD came under the control of Logistics Command, formed when Support Command was split into logistical and training components. By then, the depot's functions had largely been taken over by other units and private contractors, and it was disbanded on 2December 1994. No.1 AD was, at the time, the oldest RAAF unit in continuous operation and, according to the RAAF Historical Section, the oldest continuously operating maintenance depot of any air force.


Commanding officers

No. 1 AD was commanded by the following officers:



	From	Name		From	Name


	July 1921	Squadron Leader W.H. Anderson		March 1956	Wing Commander R.W.T. Ayre


	February 1922	Squadron Leader A. Murray-Jones		March 1957	Group Captain J.P. Godsell


	July 1922	Flight Lieutenant W.A. Coates		January 1959	Wing Commander R.W.T. Ayre


	February 1923	Squadron Leader T. R. Marsden		June 1959	Group Captain A.G. Pither


	May 1924	Flight Lieutenant E.J. Howells		September 1959	Wing Commander R.W.T. Ayre


	December 1925	Flight Lieutenant R. Christie		January 1960	Wing Commander A.G. Pither


	March 1926	Wing Commander P.A. McBain		June 1961	Wing Commander F.M. Timms


	January 1929	Squadron Leader J.R. Bell		September 1962	Wing Commander J.R. Lavers


	April 1929	Wing Commander W.H. Anderson		February 1966	Wing Commander D.M. Furler


	August 1929	Wing Commander A.T. Cole		January 1968	Wing Commander R.K. Starkie


	December 1932	Squadron Leader R. Christie		June 1968	Wing Commander H.J. Gent


	January 1933	Squadron Leader A.W. Murphy		September 1968	Squadron Leader R.R. Prowse


	February 1933	Wing Commander F.W. McNamara		May 1969	Wing Commander D.C. Mazlin


	April 1936	Wing Commander F.W.F. Lukis		November 1971	Wing Commander J.C. Swales


	January 1938	Wing Commander A.W. Murphy		January 1974	Wing Commander G. Grantham


	May 1940	Wing Commander C.E. Douglas		June 1974	Wing Commander J.O.F. Philip


	July 1942	Wing Commander J.C. Stevenson		January 1977	Wing Commander C.R.A. Ely


	December 1942	Wing Commander J.M Lerew		February 1979	Squadron Leader P.J. Winyard


	November 1943	Wing Commander S.DeB. Griffiths		March 1979	Wing Commander D.K. Leslie


	October 1945	Group Captain C.McK. Henry		January 1982	Wing Commander L.J. Crowley


	November 1949	Wing Commander K.P. Connolly		January 1984	Wing Commander T.J. Kelly


	July 1951	Wing Commander E.F. Easterbrook		June 1985	Wing Commander R.I. Gretton


	May 1953	Group Captain E.V. Millett		December 1987	Wing Commander P.J. McDonald


	October 1954	Wing Commander A.T. Fay		January 1990	Wing Commander T.C. Smith


	June 1955	Group Captain J.W.C. Black		January 1993	Wing Commander M.W. Shaw







Original: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/No._1_Aircraft_Depot_RAAF
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Marcus Edward Trescothick (born 25 December 1975) is an English former cricketer who played first-class cricket for Somerset County Cricket Club and represented England in 76 Test matches and 123 One Day Internationals (ODIs). He was Somerset captain from 2010 to 2016 and temporary England captain for several Tests and ODIs. Since retirement, he has commentated and coached at both county and international level.


A left-handed opening batsman, he made his first-class debut for Somerset in 1993 and quickly established himself as a regular member of the team. Seven years later, Trescothick made his ODI debut against Zimbabwe in July 2000. His Test debut, against the West Indies, followed in August. Although former England captain Nasser Hussain likened Trescothick's build and batting temperament to that of Graham Gooch, his stroke play is more reminiscent of David Gower.


An aggressive opener, he once held the record for the most ODI centuries of any English player and fastest half-century in English T20 cricket. Trescothick is also an accomplished slip fielder and occasional right-handed medium pace bowler who kept wicket for England in five ODIs and deputised as England captain for two Test matches and ten ODIs.


Trescothick was an automatic choice for England between 2000 and 2006 before a stress-related illness threatened his career and forced him to pull out of the national squad. He began rebuilding his career with Somerset in 2007 and scored two double centuries that season. However, he remained uneasy about returning to international cricket and announced his retirement from internationals in March 2008, opting to continue playing at county level for Somerset. Media speculation continued as to a possible international return, although Trescothick repeatedly voiced his intent to remain in retirement and has suffered recurrences of his condition in both 2008 and 2009 when Somerset toured abroad. He nevertheless continued to play for Somerset while also working as a commentator and analyst for Sky Sports in the off-season. He finally retired in 2019, holding several Somerset batting records. He is currently the lead batting coach for the England Test team.


Early years

Marcus Edward Trescothick was born on 25 December 1975 in Keynsham, Somerset. He was the younger of two children born to Martyn and Linda Trescothick; his sister, Anna, is three years his senior. His father was a good amateur cricketer and had played two matches for Somerset County Cricket Club's second team and appeared for Bristol and District Cricket Association between 1967 and 1976 before becoming a stalwart at Keynsham Cricket Club, where his mother made the club teas. Trescothick was immersed in cricket from an early age; the notice announcing his birth in the local newspaper had a quote from his father saying "he will have every encouragement to become a cricketer when he grows up", and he received his first cricket bat when he was eleven months old.


During his time at St Anne's primary school, he was chosen to play for the Avon School under-11 cricket team. He scored the first century for Avon, striking 124 against Devon and, a couple of weeks, later remained not out on 183 when the coach declared the innings closed; the coach said, "if I let him get a double-hundred at his age, what else would he have to aim for?" That score of 183 created some interest in the local media, and Gloucestershire County Cricket Club invited him to play for its under-11 team. In his second match for the county he scored a century against Somerset—which then discovered that Trescothick, living in Keynsham, was qualified to play for it, and he switched from Gloucestershire to Somerset, proud to play for his father's old county club.


His education continued at the Sir Bernard Lovell School in Oldland Common near Bristol, and by the age of 14, he was playing alongside his father for Keynsham in the Western League. Around the same time, he was selected to play for the England under-14s alongside future international team-mates Andrew Flintoff and Paul Collingwood. In his autobiography, Coming Back to Me, Trescothick recalls that he was bigger than most of the other boys his age, which gave him a strength advantage, enabling him to hit the ball harder and further than others. At the same time, concerns were raised about his "portly" figure, with suggestions that he would need to work on his fitness. The following season, aged 15, Trescothick scored 4,000 runs between all the different teams he was representing, which by this time included the Somerset under-19s. He was named as the "outstanding young cricketer of the year" by The Cricketer. He was nicknamed Tresco and Banger, the latter deriving from his diet as a young player:


My diet was sausages then, in no particular order, sausages, chips, sausages, toast, sausages, beans, sausages, cheese, sausages, eggs, and the occasional sausage.




Early domestic career

Trescothick's first full season at Somerset in 1994 was one of his best, where he scored a total of 925 runs, including two centuries and eight half-centuries at an impressive batting average of 48.63. Having played for the England U-19 cricket team against the West Indies U-19 in 1993, and Sri Lanka U-19 and India U-19 in 1994, Trescothick was named captain for the two Under-19 series against West Indies and South Africa in 1995. His career aggregate of 1,032 runs for England U-19 is second only to John Crawley's 1,058.


Trescothick warming up at Taunton for Somerset, in June 2007

Trescothick was not as successful in domestic cricket in 1995, although there were still some highlights including an innings of 151 against Northamptonshire (a third of his season's total), and a hat-trick, including the wicket of century-maker Adam Gilchrist, for Somerset against Young Australia. Trescothick's England Under-19 form was still excellent, averaging 74.62 with the bat in six matches. His Under-19 team mates would often mock him for wearing an England blazer after his matches; Trescothick would reply by saying that "it might be the closest I get to playing for England".


The following five years were mixed for Trescothick. Averaging about 30 runs per innings, he was often criticised for a lack of foot movement. David Gower described Trescothick's technique by saying "he does not need to move a long way but needs to move enough. When he is playing well ... he is very good at transferring weight. When he is not playing well, his feet get stuck". However, Trescothick was awarded the NBC Denis Compton Award for Somerset's most promising young county player in the 1996 and 1997 seasons. In 1997, Somerset Second XI were set 612 to win by Warwickshire Second XI, and Trescothick scored 322 to bring the Seconds to 605.


In 1999, Trescothick impressed Glamorgan coach Duncan Fletcher in a county match at Taunton, by scoring 167 in a low-scoring match where the next-highest innings was 50. When England opening batsman Nick Knight sustained a finger injury in 2000, Fletcher, who had been appointed England coach, called on Trescothick to make his England debut in the NatWest Series against Zimbabwe and the West Indies. Trescothick's regular selection for England meant that he was rarely available for domestic selection between 2000 and 2006, often playing only a few matches for Somerset at the start of the season.


International career


Debut and centuries on maiden tour

Trescothick participated in two England A tours during the winter of 1999, but his full One Day International debut came against Zimbabwe at The Oval on 9 July 2000, when he scored 79. He continued his good form in the tournament with a Man of the Match–winning 87 not out against the West Indies at Chester-le-street, amassing 288 runs at an average of 48.00 and taking two wickets against Zimbabwe at Old Trafford.


As a result of his good form in the NatWest series, Trescothick was given his Test match debut later that summer in the third Test against the West Indies at Old Trafford. He displayed a calm temperament when England lost early wickets, scoring 66 and forming a partnership of 179 with Alec Stewart. Journalist Thrasy Petropoulos observed that there was "poise and durability...just as there had been enterprise and verve to his impressive start in the one-day arena". He ended the Test series with an average of 47.50.


Trescothick celebrates scoring a limited-overs half-century

England began the 2000–2001 winter tour with the 2000 ICC KnockOut Trophy at Nairobi Gymkhana Club. Trescothick did not score highly in the tournament, and England were knocked out at the quarter-final stage against South Africa. Trescothick was named the Professional Cricketers' Association Player of the Year for his performances for Somerset throughout 2000.


Trescothick's maiden international century came against the Sindh Governor's XI in October 2000, during the first warm-up match to the Pakistan series. Trescothick reached his highest score (71) of the three Test matches in the opening innings of the first Test. He took his sole Test wicket in the third Test, when Ashley Giles caught the Pakistan opener Imran Nazir.


Trescothick began the England in Sri Lanka tour with a century against a Sri Lanka 'Colts XI'. He was the top scorer in both innings of the first Test with 122 and 57, although this was overshadowed by Marvan Atapattu's 201 not out in Sri Lanka's innings. Trescothick averaged 41.33 in the Test series, but only 16.00 in the three subsequent ODIs.


England played two Test matches against Pakistan in June 2001. Although Trescothick scored 117 in the second Test, it was not enough for England to win the match. His ODI form improved at the start of the 2001 NatWest Series against Australia and Pakistan, with scores of 69 and 137 respectively. However, his series ended with two consecutive ducks, and England lost all their matches in the tournament.


England's leading batsman, 2001–02

Although Trescothick was England's second-highest run scorer in the 2001 Ashes series, he displayed a tendency to give his wicket away when "well set". England lost the series 4–1, with the majority of the England batsmen's contributions being overshadowed by Mark Butcher's 173 not out to win the fourth Test. Trescothick's apparent inability to make major scores was again apparent in the 2001–02 One Day International series in Zimbabwe, where he only passed 50 on one occasion despite scoring consistently. He also captained the team for the first time in this series, deputising for the injured Nasser Hussain.


Trescothick really came into his own on the winter tour of India in 2001. The three-Test series saw him averaging 48.00, with a highest score of 99. He was England's best batsman in the ODI series, averaging 53.00 with a strike rate of over 100. He scored a century in the first ODI, although England lost by 22 runs. He established a reputation for keeping his composure while the rest of the team were failing; at this point, none of Trescothick's four international centuries had resulted in an England win. He was also man-of-the-match in the final ODI, setting up an England victory, with 95 runs from 80 balls. This tour established Trescothick's reputation as one of England's best batsmen against spin bowling: according to David Gower, he was "judging line and length very well". Indian Cricket named him one of their five Cricketers of the Year for 2002. The following tour of New Zealand was less successful for Trescothick, only once reaching double figures in a poor ODI series, coupled with an average Test match performance.


Trescothick had been playing well in 2002, scoring 161 in the Sri Lankan series and being awarded the Player of the Series in the tri-nation NatWest Series (including a century in the final), until his season was cut short when he suffered a fractured thumb whilst fielding. He returned for the fourth Test against India, scoring two half-centuries. Trescothick had mixed fortunes in the 2002 ICC Champions Trophy; he followed his century in the NatWest final with a man-of-the-match winning 119 against Zimbabwe, but failed to score as England lost to India and exited the tournament.


In October, Trescothick was one of 11 players awarded "central contracts" by the ECB, which compensate a player's county for their lack of domestic appearances.


Trescothick was overshadowed by Michael Vaughan during the 2002–03 Ashes series, averaging only 26.10 with a top score of 72 in comparison to Vaughan's average of 63.30 and three centuries. Trescothick averaged 31.60 across 10 matches in the VB Series, but England were outplayed by Australia throughout the tour. Trescothick failed to excel in the 2003 World Cup as England failed to qualify for the knock-out stages. In his five matches, Trescothick's top score was 58 against Namibia, with a tournament average of 23.20.


Continued success in 2003 and 2004

Trescothick was a successful left-handed opening batsman for England for a number of years.
Trescothick played well against a weak Zimbabwe team in the two-Test series in May–June 2003, and scored an unbeaten century in the three ODIs against Pakistan averaging over 100. His form continued in the 2003 NatWest Series, with 114 not out against South Africa. The opening stand with Vikram Solanki of 200 runs was the highest first-wicket partnership for England and provided the first instance of both England openers scoring centuries in the same innings. Trescothick maintained his form in the South Africa Test matches; a career-best 219 at The Oval completed a successful series in which he averaged 60.87.


In Bangladesh, scores in the nineties against both the President's XI and Bangladesh A were followed by a century in the first Test, and 60 in the second. He scored one half-century in the three ODIs, although England only used five batsman in the comfortable victories. England played poorly against Sri Lanka, with Trescothick finding it hard to build a large innings. He attempted to take control of the match with 70 at Colombo, as England tried to get something from the series, but was also criticised for poor catching.


His form in the tour to the West Indies in March and April 2004 was mixed. After several low scores in the Test series—Trescothick began with only 20 runs from his first five innings—he reached two half-centuries, but failed to make a substantial match-winning contribution. This poor touring form may have been the start of the troubles that would rule him out of international cricket in the future. Trescothick said, "The hardest thing for me has been the pitches. So far nets and the matches have been on average surfaces and runs have been hard work...In England you get used to good practice surfaces so the rhythm of batting comes pretty easy[sic]". However, he topped the England batting averages in the 7-match one-day series, with 267 runs including 130 in the 5th ODI and 82 from 57 balls in the 7th.


Back in England, Trescothick was called upon to captain England after Michael Vaughan sustained a knee injury. Although other England captains had seemed to suffer a lack of batting form, the extra authority did not affect Trescothick, and he forged a good partnership with debutant Andrew Strauss against New Zealand. This understanding developed in the second Test with a first-wicket partnership of 153; Trescothick went on to score 132, his sixth Test century. Trescothick's partnerships with Strauss were to average 52.35 in 52 innings. His first century against the West Indies followed in the second Test, and Trescothick became the first player to make centuries in both innings of a Test match at Edgbaston, and the ninth England player to score a century in each innings of a Test match. Trescothick was again England's best One Day International batsman in the 2004 ICC Champions Trophy, scoring 261 runs in just four innings, including a century in the final; he also took his fourth ODI wicket.


2004 and 2005 Ashes

Trescothick's England ODI shirt
The 2004–05 tour of Zimbabwe caused several players to voice their concerns about the Robert Mugabe regime, the security issues in the country, and the standard of the Zimbabwean team. Steve Harmison was the first to boycott the tour for "political and sporting reasons", and Flintoff was reported to be considering taking a moral stand himself. The England Chairman of Selectors, David Graveney, denied that the selectors would omit players who were unhappy with touring Zimbabwe and would put their absences down to injury. Flintoff and Trescothick were, however, "rested", allowing Kevin Pietersen to make his debut.


Trescothick used the time to prepare for the following series in South Africa, even taking up yoga in an attempt to bolster his performances abroad. In December 2004, he made 85 not out against an N.F. Oppenheimer XI in South Africa. A partnership of 152 with Strauss in the opening Test against South Africa was followed by a partnership of 273 in the second, in which they both scored over 130. This was a record opening partnership at Durban and England's first 200 opening stand since Gooch and Mike Atherton in 1991. Before this, the difference between his home and abroad average was over 20, and his third overseas century went a long way to counter this. With regard to his touring difficulties, Trescothick stated: "I wouldn't say I've put it to rest, but I've made a big step forward to putting it to rest. It's a mental battle for me, something I have to deal with and work hard to try to understand what is different. He made a further improvement with an even larger score of 180, as England won the fourth Test. After batting slowly alongside Ashley Giles, the fall of Matthew Hoggard's wicket soon afterward spurred Trescothick to start "unleashing ferocious shots", setting up an unlikely victory with Steve Harmison partnering him. In the matches preceding the 2005 Ashes series, England wrapped up two easy victories against Bangladesh. Trescothick scored 194 in the first Test, and 151 in the second. He also scored an unbeaten 100 in his 100th ODI against Bangladesh, surpassing Gooch's record of eight ODI centuries for England.


An innings-by-innings breakdown of Trescothick's Test match batting career, showing runs scored (red bars) and the average of the last ten innings (blue line)Trescothick fared better in 2005 than in the previous Ashes series, becoming the second highest run scorer in the series (behind the prolific Kevin Pietersen). During the third Test, he became the fastest player to reach 5,000 runs in Test cricket, and also achieved the notable feat of scoring over 1,000 Test runs in a calendar year for the third consecutive year: 1,004 in 2003, 1,003 in 2004, and 1,323 in 2005. He also had the dubious honour of becoming both Glenn McGrath's 500th and Shane Warne's 600th Test wicket during the series. Trescothick was named as one of the five Wisden Cricketers of the Year for his achievements in 2005, and was awarded an MBE in the 2006 New Year honours list with the rest of the English team.


For the Test series against Pakistan, Trescothick was offered the captaincy once more due to an injury to Vaughan. He was unsure whether to accept but realised that as "unofficial second in command ... I believe it was the right thing to step up. It is exciting to think I could be in charge for a few weeks ... I know there is a chance I maybe won't be a one-match wonder this time – it could be the whole series, but being very close to Michael, I've seen the things it [captaincy] does to you". As it transpired, Trescothick scored 193 in the first innings (although England lost the match), and Vaughan returned for the second Test. Trescothick had considered leaving the tour early when his father-in-law had a serious accident, but stayed in Pakistan as fellow opener Andrew Strauss returned home to attend the birth of his first child.


Illness and depression throughout 2006

During England's tour of India in February 2006, Trescothick abruptly returned home citing personal reasons. He later blamed a virus.


Trescothick returned to Test cricket in May, scoring 106 against Sri Lanka to become the first Test centurion of the 2006 English season. The century proved to be the high point of Trescothick's Test summer, however he reached a half-century just once in the subsequent six Tests against Sri Lanka and Pakistan. This run of form was lifted later in the year by two ODI centuries, one apiece against Ireland and Sri Lanka. In September, he withdrew from the remaining ODIs against Pakistan and asked not to be considered for the forthcoming ICC Champions Trophy squad because of a stress-related illness. It was later believed likely that Trescothick had been suffering from clinical depression, which was also the cause of much of his trouble throughout 2006.


Returning once again to the international arena, Trescothick was included in the squad for the 2006–07 Ashes in Australia, and played in the first two tour matches against the Prime Minister's XI and New South Wales. On 14 November, following the match against New South Wales, England announced Trescothick was flying home due to a "recurrence of a stress-related illness". Geoffrey Boycott later stated that depression amongst cricketers is rarely documented, but with the current congested ICC schedule, player "burnout" and similar illnesses were becoming more commonplace.


Trescothick's uncertainty over his place in the England squad drew varied criticism. However, he also received support from respected players, including Somerset captain Justin Langer, Alec Stewart, Mike Gatting, and Bob Woolmer.


Recovery then international retirement in 2007–2008

Trescothick ended some speculation about his international career by announcing that he would like to be considered for a place in the national team in the future. England's management staff continued to support him, and named him in the initial 25-man squad for the 2007 Test series against the West Indies. Having recovered from a double hernia operation, and proving himself fit for the start of the county season, Trescothick began his comeback to cricket by scoring 256 from 117 balls in a 50 over match against Devon in April 2007.


Somerset opening batsmen Matthew Wood and Trescothick, who had a "prolific" 2007 domestic season

His comeback to the County Championship continued with a 44-ball half-century against Middlesex on 19 April 2007, while in May he hit a career-best 284 against Northamptonshire, although Trescothick stated then that he did not feel ready for an international Test match position. Trescothick followed this double century with a knock of 76 off 35 balls against Northamptonshire, with five fours and seven sixes.


Debate over Trescothick's place in the England squad continued amid an end-of-series reshuffle in the England batting line-up. This included the dropping of fellow opener Strauss from the one-day team, and the rise of Alastair Cook as a Test and ODI opener for England. Trescothick stated that he would see how he progressed before committing to the international scene: "Of course I'd love to play for England again ... . Clearly, if I want to continue my career I have to undertake another tour. But for now, if and when I get back to full fitness and I think I am OK and ready to play, I'll make myself available for England". He added that he was "desperate to play for England again" but was waiting until he was "as convinced as I can be that I am ready to take on the challenge of international cricket".


In July 2007, Trescothick was named in the preliminary squad for the Twenty20 World Championship in South Africa, with the full squad to be confirmed on 11 August. However, Trescothick pulled himself out of the squad before the final confirmation date, stating that "[I am] now clear that I should take more time to complete my recovery". The England selectors confirmed that they remained in favour of including Trescothick at some point, looking "forward to his making himself available again for England when the time is right". Trescothick, however, said that he knew England could not wait for him forever, and on 10 September 2007 he went into his second year without an England contract.


Trescothick leaves a straight ball at Taunton during his benefit year at Somerset in 2008

Meanwhile, his good domestic form continued with a fast 146 and 69 not out during a four-day match against Northamptonshire, giving Somerset an unlikely victory. A score of 49 from 83 balls followed in the four-day match against Nottinghamshire, and a score of 84 from 79 balls against Durham was followed by a man-of-the-match–winning 124 which saw Somerset promoted to the first division of the NatWest Pro40. Of his 2007 season, Somerset director of cricket Brian Rose stated that Trescothick had made "terrific progress". Trescothick maintained prolific form throughout the season despite a foot injury, scoring 1,343 runs at an average of 61.04 to guide Somerset to the Division 2 championship. He was awarded a benefit year in 2008, following on from successful surgery on an injured metatarsal. He remained firm, however, on his decision to stay out of the England team for the sake of his health.


On 15 March 2008, Somerset announced that Trescothick had decided to pull out of the county's pre-season tour of the UAE after suffering a recurrence of his condition, leading many to speculate that, given this latest setback, it seemed increasingly unlikely that Trescothick would represent England again. Somerset's director of cricket Brian Rose, however, stated that he didn't "see the setback as a major problem" and that Trescothick would be able to play for Somerset in the following season, and "for many years" after. He would never return to international level, however, and announced his retirement from international cricket on 22 March 2008. He stated that he had "tried on numerous occasions to make it back to the international stage and it has proved a lot more difficult than [he] expected" and repeated his desire to continue playing domestic cricket. He later stated that it was his decision to withdraw from Somerset's tour of Dubai that prompted his decision.


In response, Angus Fraser wrote, "Obviously, it is sad to see such a dedicated, patriotic and likeable man forced to give up something that patently meant so much to him, but the inner torment that came with attempting to overcome the mental illness that prevented him from touring with England for more than two years had to be brought to an end. It was doing Trescothick and his family no good at all. Representing your country is a source of huge pride, but there are far more important things in life". Fraser also wrote: "It was in Pakistan that Marcus Trescothick's mental illness began to stir and the opener has not played an overseas test since".


After an excellent domestic season for Somerset, including 184 in a 40-over match against Gloucestershire (his highest List A score), Trescothick released his autobiography, Coming Back to Me, on 1 September 2008, explaining that he had suffered from anxiety attacks since the age of 10 and that playing domestic cricket meant that, at all times, he was only ever three hours away from his family. He said,


I've not brought it out for people to use as a self-help book, to say this is how you cope with anxiety and depression. It's just to get it out in the open – there have been so many questions left unanswered and I've not helped that process. But this is the opportunity, and I hope people can understand why I did a few things I did.



The book has been widely commended for its honesty, with Trescothick's difficulties drawing comparison with Harold Gimblett's similar mental health problems. Despite attempts by Pietersen to entice Trescothick back into the England set-up, Trescothick confirmed that his decision had been made and that he was putting his health and family first. In November 2008, Coming Back to Me was named the 2008 William Hill Sports Book of the Year. In April 2009, Trescothick turned down another request from new England captain Andrew Strauss to consider making himself available for England's World Twenty20 Championship campaign.


Later county career

Trescothick continued his career with Somerset into 2009, having received a benefit year from his county, as well as a new stand in his name. During his benefit year, he averaged 46.59 in the 4-day game, including three centuries, and he started 2009 with 52 against Warwickshire. It was also announced on 20 April 2009 that Trescothick has become a patron of Anxiety UK, following the revelations of his autobiography. As the season progressed, Trescothick found success in all forms of the game. On 1 June, he scored 69 from 47 balls as part of a 129-partnership with Craig Kieswetter against Glamorgan; on 3 June, he scored 52 against Worcestershire; he was stumped five short of his second Championship century of the season against Lancashire and then scored 78 against Yorkshire on 14 June. By 16 June, he had scored a hundred apiece in the Friends Provident Trophy and the County Championship, both with averages in the high 50s. On 31 July, he became the first player in the country to accrue 1,000 first-class runs in the 2009 season during the 1st innings of the County Championship match against Nottinghamshire. He also performed well in the one day arena, taking Somerset to the final of the Twenty20 championship while continuing to reject any suggestions of returning for the final Test of the 2009 Ashes series. He finished the season as the leading run scorer in the County Championship, scoring 1,817 runs. With the departure of Justin Langer, Trescothick was named as Somerset captain from 2010 onwards.


Trescothick was also named Most Valuable Player by the Professional Cricketers' Association for his 2,934 runs in all competitions in the 2009 season, 1,745 of these in the County Championship. Over the winter he starred in a short film to promote Somerset, commissioned by inward investment agency Into Somerset.


2009 Champions League Twenty20


With Somerset runners-up in the English 2009 Twenty20 Cup, Trescothick and his county travelled to India to partake in the Champions League Twenty20 in October. Trescothick was described as having "been in sparkling form all season" and began the tournament under media scrutiny, given his previous difficulties playing on tour. There was speculation regarding any "recurrence of his stress-related illness that originally occurred in 2006", as this was to be his first overseas outing since an aborted attempt in 2008. Langer assured the media that Trescothick could pull out whenever he wished to. Somerset, who began the tour without Trescothick because he was arriving later than most of the squad, commenced their warm up with a victory over the Otago Volts. The opener arrived three days later, confident in his ability to complete the tour. Somerset began with a close victory against the Deccan Chargers on 10 October, winning from the last ball. Trescothick was dismissed for 14 from 12 in his first match outside England since 2006 "after offering a fleeting glimpse of his talent", according to ESPNcricinfo.


Trescothick had a recurrence of his difficulties and returned home on 15 October, citing the same "stress related illness". Trescothick signed a new three-year contract (with an optional fourth year) in December, and was named captain for the 2010 season.


Captaincy 2010 – 2015

Trescothick batting for Somerset against Yorkshire in 2010
Trescothick led Somerset into the 2010 season as captain, and began strongly in the County Championship with a century and four half-centuries from his first eight games, though he struggled in the newly formed Clydesdale Bank 40 with only 95 runs from the first five matches, and in the Friends Provident T20 173 runs at 21.62 with a best of 50. This half-century came on 25 June, where together with Kieron Pollard helped secure victory over Sussex, and was scored from 31 balls. In a Twenty20 match against Hampshire on 9 July at Taunton, Trescothick hit a half-century from 13 deliveries, including five sixes and five fours – a record fastest fifty in English domestic Twenty20 cricket. He was dismissed for 78 from only 32 balls. He led Somerset to runners-up position for all three English domestic competitions, losing out to Nottinghamshire in the County Championship, Hampshire in the Twenty20 and Warwickshire in the CB40 competition.


In 2011 Trescothick started off the county championship season strongly and was the first batsman in the country to score 1000 championship runs. He was awarded the 2011 season MVP (Most Valuable Player) award for his performances throughout the season. He ended 2011 with six centuries in the County Championship, batting with an average of 79.66 across the year. Somerset earned record financial returns that year, but again failed in the semi-final and final stages of all major competitions.


Across all three formats, Trescothick took 2,518 runs for his county. As 2012 – Trescothick's 19th season at Somerset – approached, there was talk of resting him from the newly formed one-day cricket championship the following year. Trescothick did not travel with the rest of the team to the Champions League T20 in India. He missed part of the 2012 domestic season due to an ankle injury, and struggled for form; he went seven four-day matches without a half-century until passing fifty against Sussex in August and going on to score a century. By the end of the season he had played only five one-day games, scoring 118 runs at 39.33, two T20 matches making only 31 runs in total, and nine County Championship games in which he scored 506 runs at 38.92, including two centuries. This was his lowest home-season aggregate since 1995. He nevertheless made a statement to the media voicing his wish to continue playing into his forties, and took up a winter commentary stint with Sky Sports to cover England's tour of India.


The 2013 season found Trescothick averaging only in the mid-twenties and failed to score a century for the first time since 1998. He remained the second-highest run maker for Somerset, behind only Nick Compton, and retained the captaincy for the 2014 season. He continued as a commentator and analyst for Sky Sports in the off-season, in particular during coverage of the 2014 World T20. He also publicly lent his support to England's Jonathan Trott during the latter's departure from the 2013–14 Ashes series, empathising with Trott's stress-related illness.


Trescothick began the 2014 season strongly. He scored 112 in a warm-up game against Middlesex, followed by 95 against a university team. Subsequent scores of 20, 17 and five in the next three innings prompted George Dobell of ESPNcricinfo to comment that "Trescothick does not look anything like the batsman he once was", but he returned to form on 28 April with a further century against Sussex. It was his first in the County Championship since 2012, and was followed on 22 May with a second hundred, against Durham at Taunton. This century came 618 days after the last time he scored a hundred at his home ground. He passed 1,000 runs for the season on 25 September against Yorkshire, in the final game of the year's County Championship.


In 2015, Trescothick scored over 1,000 runs in the season, including three centuries and eight fifties, and completed the milestone yet again in July 2016 against Nottinghamshire.


Continuing career after captaincy

In January 2016 after six seasons in the job Trescothick stood down from the Somerset captaincy to let experienced new overseas signing Chris Rogers lead the team. Trescothick finished his first season without the captaincy since retiring from England duty with a season average of over 53 and also became the Somerset cricketer with the highest number of first class catches in the history of the club. He extended his contract with Somerset for the 2017 season, during which he broke the record (previously held by Harold Gimblett) for most first-class centuries for Somerset, and signed another 12-month extension with Somerset in August 2017, to the end of the 2018 season, his 26th season with the county. On 25 September 2018, Trescothick took three consecutive slip catches as Craig Overton registered a hat-trick in the county championship against Notts. It was only the third time in first-class cricket that all three dismissals in a hat-trick had been caught by the same non–wicket-keeping fielder. On 27 June 2019, Trescothick announced that he would retire from professional cricket at the end of the 2019 season.
His last on-field appearance came as a substitute fielder in the final few minutes of Somerset's County Championship game against Essex at Taunton on 26 September 2019. He was greeted with a standing ovation and left the field to a guard of honour from the opposition.


Post-playing career

In retirement, Trescothick has served as batting coach for the England Test team. On 30 July 2024 Marcus Trescothick was appointed interim head coach of the England white-ball team after Matthew Mott stepped down.


Career records and statistics



Test matches

Records:

	1,000 runs in a calendar year: 1,003 (2003), 1,004 (2004), 1,323 (2005)

	First of two players to score a century in both innings at Edgbaston the other being Shai Hope (and the ninth player for England), 2004 v West Indies

	M.A. Aziz Stadium first wicket partnership record: 126 with Michael Vaughan, 2003–04 v Bangladesh

	Century by both openers in same innings, and Kingsmead first wicket partnership record: 273 with Andrew Strauss, 2004–05 v South Africa

	Multan Cricket Stadium second wicket partnership record: 180 with Ian Bell, 2005–06 v Pakistan

	Riverside Ground third wicket partnership record: 155 with Ian Bell, 2005 v Bangladesh

	The Oval third wicket partnership record: 268 with Graham Thorpe, 2003 v South Africa



One Day Internationals

Records:

	Most consecutive ODIs for England: 92 (8 July 2000 – 25 September 2004)

	Beausejour Stadium fourth wicket partnership record: 110 with Andrew Flintoff, 2003–04 v West Indies

	Bellerive Oval first wicket partnership record: 165 with Nick Knight, 2002–03 v Australia

	Civil Service Cricket Club, Stormont fourth wicket partnership record: 142 with Ian Bell, 2006 v Ireland

	Riverside Ground first wicket partnership record: 171 with Alec Stewart, 2000 v West Indies

	County Ground, Bristol second wicket partnership: 124 with Nick Knight, 2001 v Australia

	England and The Oval first wicket partnership record: 200 with Vikram Solanki, 2003 v South Africa

	Rose Bowl fourth wicket partnership record: 53 with Paul Collingwood, 2004 v Sri Lanka



Personal life

Trescothick married Hayley Rowse in Trull, Somerset, on 24 January 2004, and the couple have two daughters. He lives in Taunton, and also owns property in Barbados, near similar properties owned by Michael Vaughan and Andrew Flintoff. Trescothick is an honorary vice-president of Bristol City F.C., as well as being a keen golfer.


Honours

Trescothick was appointed Member of the Order of the British Empire (MBE) in the 2006 New Year Honours for services to cricket and Officer of the Order of the British Empire (OBE) in the 2024 New Year Honours for services to mental ill health, as mental health ambassador for the Professional Cricketers' Association.


	He was recognised with a Taunton Deane Citizenship Award on 21 September 2005, and was granted the Freedom of his home town, Keynsham, on 3 October 2005.

	In December 2018 Trescothick was awarded the Honorary Doctorate of Health at the winter graduation ceremony of the University of Bath.

	In 2021 Trescothick was awarded Honorary Life Membership of the Marylebone Cricket Club.





Original: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marcus_Trescothick
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The Liberty Bell, previously called the State House Bell or Old State House Bell, is a symbol of American independence located in Philadelphia. Originally placed in the steeple of Pennsylvania State House (now known as Independence Hall), the Liberty Bell today is located across the street from Independence Hall in the Liberty Bell Center in Independence National Historical Park.


The bell was commissioned in 1752 by the Pennsylvania Provincial Assembly from the London-based firm Lester and Pack, later renamed the Whitechapel Bell Foundry, and was cast with the lettering "Proclaim LIBERTY Throughout all the Land unto all the Inhabitants Thereof". The bell first cracked when rung after its arrival in Philadelphia, and was twice recast by local workmen John Pass and John Stow, whose surnames appear on the bell. In its early years, the bell was used to summon lawmakers to legislative sessions and to alert citizens to public meetings and proclamations. It is likely that the Liberty Bell was among the bells in Philadelphia to ring on July 8, 1776, when the Declaration of Independence was first read to the public, although no contemporary account of the ringing is known to exist.


After American independence was secured, it fell into relative obscurity for some years. In the 1830s, the bell was adopted as a symbol by abolitionist societies, who dubbed it the "Liberty Bell". It acquired its distinctive large crack sometime in the first half of the 19th century—a widespread story claims it cracked while ringing after the death of Chief Justice John Marshall in 1835. In the late 19th and early 20th century, it was several times sent on journeys to large expositions, and was further damaged by souvenir hunters.


After World War II, Philadelphia allowed the National Park Service to take custody of the bell, while retaining ownership. The bell was used as a symbol of freedom during the Cold War and was a popular site for protests in the 1960s. It was moved from its longtime home in Independence Hall to a nearby glass pavilion on Independence National Historical Park in 1976, and then to the larger Liberty Bell Center adjacent to the pavilion in 2003. The bell has been featured on coins and stamps, and its name and image have been widely used by corporations.


History

Founding (1751–1753)

Philadelphia's city bell was used to alert the public to proclamations or civic danger since the city's 1682 founding. The original bell, hung from a tree behind the Pennsylvania State House, now known as Independence Hall, was brought to the city by its founder, William Penn. In 1751, with a bell tower being built in the Pennsylvania State House, civic authorities sought a bell of better quality that could be heard at a greater distance in the rapidly expanding city. Isaac Norris, speaker of the Pennsylvania Provincial Assembly, gave orders to the colony's London agent, Robert Charles, to obtain a "good Bell of about two thousands pound weight".


We hope and rely on thy care and assistance in this affair and that thou wilt procure and forward it by the first good oppo as our workmen inform us it will be much less trouble to hang the Bell before their Scaffolds are struck from the Building where we intend to place it which will not be done 'till the end of next Summer or beginning of the Fall. Let the bell be cast by the best workmen & examined carefully before it is Shipped with the following words well shaped around it.


By Order of the Assembly of the Povince [sic] of Pensylvania [sic] for the State house in the City of Philada 1752


 Underneath 


Proclaim Liberty thro' all the Land to all the Inhabitants thereof.-Levit. XXV. 10.

The reference to Leviticus in Norris's directive reflects the contemporaneous practice of assigning unique qualities to bells that reflected their particular composition and casting.


Inscription

The inscription on the bell reads:

Proclaim LIBERTY Throughout all the Land unto all the Inhabitants Thereof Lev. XXV. v X.

By Order of the ASSEMBLY of the Province of PENSYLVANIA for the State House in PhiladA

Pass and Stow

Philada

MDCCLIII



At the time, "Pensylvania" was an accepted alternative spelling for Pennsylvania. In 1787, the spelling was used by Alexander Hamilton, a Founding Father and the first U.S. Treasury Secretary, on the signature page of the Constitution of the United States.


Robert Charles ordered the bell from Thomas Lester of the London bell-founding firm of Lester and Pack, later known as the Whitechapel Bell Foundry, for £150 13s 8d, (equivalent to £28,331 in 2025) including freight to Philadelphia and insurance on its transport. It arrived in Philadelphia in August 1752.


Norris wrote to Charles that the bell was in good order, but they had not yet sounded it, since they were building a clock for the State House's tower. The bell was mounted on a stand to test the sound, and at the first strike of the clapper, the bell's rim cracked. The episode was used to good account in later stories of the bell; in 1893, President Benjamin Harrison, speaking as the bell passed through Indianapolis, said, "This old bell was made in England, but it had to be recast in America before it was attuned to proclaim the right of self-government and the equal rights of men." Philadelphia authorities tried to return it by ship, but the master of the vessel that had brought it was unable to take it on board.


Two local founders, John Pass and John Stow, offered to recast the bell. Though they were inexperienced in bell casting, Pass headed the Mount Holly Iron Foundry in neighboring Mount Holly, New Jersey, and came from Malta, which had a tradition of bell casting. Stow was only four years out of his apprenticeship as a brass founder. At Stow's foundry on 2nd Street in Philadelphia, the bell was broken into small pieces, melted down, and cast into a new bell. The two founders decided that the metal was too brittle, and augmented the bell metal by about ten percent, using copper. By March 1753, the bell was ready, and Norris reported that the lettering, which included the founders' names and the year, was even clearer on the new bell than on the old.


City officials in Philadelphia scheduled a public celebration with free food and drink for the testing of the recast bell. When the bell was struck, it did not break, but the sound produced was described by one hearer as similar to that of two coal scuttles being banged together. Mocked by the crowd, Pass and Stow hastily took the bell away to again recast it. In June 1753, the recasting was completed, and the sound was deemed satisfactory, though Norris indicated that he did not personally like it. The bell was hung in the steeple of the State House the same month.


The reason for the difficulties with the bell is not certain. The Whitechapel Foundry took the position that the bell was either damaged in transit or was broken by an inexperienced bell ringer, who incautiously sent the clapper flying against the rim, rather than the body of the bell.


In 1975, the Winterthur Museum in Delaware conducted an analysis of the metal in the bell, concluding that "a series of errors made in the construction, reconstruction, and second reconstruction of the Bell resulted in a brittle bell that barely missed being broken up for scrap". The Museum found a considerably higher level of tin in the Liberty Bell than in other Whitechapel bells of that era, and suggested that Whitechapel made an error in the alloy, perhaps by using scraps with a high level of tin to begin the melt instead of the usual pure copper.


The analysis concluded that, on the second recasting, instead of adding pure tin to the bell metal, Pass and Stow added cheap pewter with a high lead content, and incompletely mixed the new metal into the mold. The result was "an extremely brittle alloy which not only caused the Bell to fail in service but made it easy for early souvenir collectors to knock off substantial trophies from the rim".


American Revolution


[image: Drawing of a handsome building with a bell tower and a wing on each side. Horse-drawn carriages are seen in the street.]An illustration of the Pennsylvania State House, later renamed Independence Hall, as it appeared in the 1770s
Zion United Church of Christ in Allentown, Pennsylvania, where the Liberty Bell was hidden under floor boards during the British occupation of Philadelphia during the Revolutionary War
Dissatisfied with the bell, Norris instructed Charles to order a second one, and see if Lester and Pack would take back the first bell and credit the value of the metal towards the bill. In 1754, the Assembly decided to keep both bells; the new one was attached to the tower clock while the old bell was, by vote of the Assembly, devoted "to such Uses as this House may hereafter appoint." The Pass and Stow bell was used to summon the Assembly.


On October 16, 1755, in one of the earliest documented mentions of the bell's use, Benjamin Franklin wrote Catherine Ray a letter, which stated: "Adieu. The Bell rings, and I must go among the Grave ones, and talk Politiks.[sic]"


The bell was rung in 1760 to mark the accession of George III to the throne.


In the early 1760s, the Assembly allowed a local church to use the State House for services and the bell to summon worshipers, while the church's building was being constructed. The bell was also used to summon people to public meetings, and in 1772, a group of citizens complained to the Assembly that the bell was being rung too frequently.


Despite the legend that the Liberty Bell rang following the unanimous adoption of the Declaration of Independence by the Second Continental Congress on July 4, 1776, there is no evidence to support that, and it is unlikely since the first public readings of the Declaration of Independence were not until four days later, on July 8, 1776. There is historical documentation that when the Declaration was read publicly in Philadelphia, bells around the city were rung in commemoration. While the Liberty Bell is not specifically referenced, most historical authorities agree that it was likely among the bells that rang that day. However, there is some chance that the poor condition of the State House bell tower prevented the bell from ringing. According to John C. Paige, who wrote a historical study of the Liberty Bell for the National Park Service, "We do not know whether or not the steeple was still strong enough to permit the State House bell to ring on this day. If it could possibly be rung, we can assume it was. Whether or not it did, it has come to symbolize all of the bells throughout the United States which proclaimed Independence." If the Liberty Bell was rung, it was most likely rung by Andrew McNair, the doorkeeper to the Assembly and the Continental Congress, who was responsible for the bell's ringing. Bells were also rung to celebrate the first anniversary of Independence on July 4, 1777.


Hidden in Allentown


As the American Revolutionary War intensified, delegates to the Second Continental Congress, colonial era city officials, and Philadelphia citizens were acutely aware that the British Army would likely recast the bell into munitions if they were able to find and secure it. On September 11, 1777, these concerns escalated after George Washington and the Continental Army were defeated in the Battle of Brandywine, leaving the revolutionary capital of Philadelphia defenseless. The city urgently prepared for an inevitable British attack, and it subsequently fell under British occupation. Prior to the city's fall to the British, the Liberty Bell and other major bells in Philadelphia were hastily taken down from their towers, and sent by heavily guarded wagon train to Bethlehem and then to Zion German Reformed Church at 622 Hamilton Street in Allentown, Pennsylvania, then known as Northampton Towne. In Allentown, the Liberty Bell was hidden under the church's floor boards just as the British entered and began their occupation of Philadelphia.


The bell remained hidden in Allentown for nine months. In June 1778, following the British retreat from Philadelphia on June 18, 1778, it was returned. Upon the bell's return to Philadelphia, the steeple of the State House was in poor condition, and was subsequently torn down and restored. The bell was placed in storage until 1785, when it was again mounted for ringing.


Following the victory of Washington and the Continental Army in the Revolutionary War, the bell was placed on an upper floor of State House, later named Independence Hall, where it was rung on Independence Day, on Washington's Birthday, and on election day to remind voters to hand in their ballots. It also rang to call students at the University of Pennsylvania to their classes at nearby Philosophical Hall. Between 1785 and 1799, when the Pennsylvania state capital was briefly moved to Lancaster, it was rung to summon state legislators into session. When Pennsylvania officials, having no further use for State House, proposed tearing it down and selling the land for building lots, the City of Philadelphia purchased the land, the State House, and the Liberty Bell, for $70,000, equal to $1,327,941 today.


19th century

[image: An elderly man looks excitedly around as a boy enters a bell chamber. The old man holds a rope leading to the Liberty Bell in his hand.]The Bellman Informed of the Passage of the Declaration of Independence, an 1854 illustration of the story of the Liberty Bell being rung on July 4, 1776
In 1828, the City of Philadelphia sold the second Lester and Pack bell to St. Augustine's Roman Catholic Church, which was burned down in 1844 by an anti-Catholic mob in the Philadelphia Nativist Riots. The remains of the bell were recast and then housed at Villanova University in nearby Villanova, Pennsylvania.


It is not definitively known when or how the Liberty Bell first came to be cracked, but it is known that the damage occurred sometime between 1817 and 1846 and likely toward the end of this period. In 1837, the bell was depicted in an anti-slavery publication, and no crack is identifiable in that image. Nine years later, in February 1846, the Public Ledger reported that the bell was rung the day following Washington's Birthday, on February 23, 1846. Since February 22 was a Sunday, the celebration occurred the next day. The newspaper reported that the bell had long been cracked, but had been "put in order" by having the sides of the crack filed. The paper reported that, around noon on February 23, 1846, it was discovered that the bell's ringing was causing the crack to be extended, and that "the old Independence Bell...now hangs in the great city steeple irreparably cracked and forever dumb."


The most common story about the cracking of the bell, which originated in 1876, is that it happened when the bell was rung upon the 1835 death of the Supreme Court Chief Justice John Marshall when the volunteer curator of Independence Hall, Colonel Frank Etting, announced that he had ascertained the truth of the bell's cracking. While there is little evidence to support Etting's view, it was widely accepted and taught. Other claims regarding the crack's origin include stories that it was damaged during welcoming ceremonies for Lafayette on his return to the United States in 1824, that it cracked announcing the passing of the British Roman Catholic Relief Act 1829, and that some boys had been invited to ring the bell and inadvertently damaged it. David Kimball, in a book authored for the National Park Service, suggests that it most likely cracked sometime between 1841 and 1845, during its ringing on either Independence Day or on Washington's Birthday.


Abolitionists in the antebellum period gave the bell its best-known name, as well as new meaning as an icon of protest against slavery. The Pass and Stow bell was first termed "The Liberty Bell" in Anti-Slavery Record, a journal published by the New York Anti-Slavery Society, which argued that "Hitherto, the bell has not obeyed the inscription and its peals have been a mockery, while one sixth of ‘all inhabitants’ are in abject slavery”. Two years later, in 1837, the society published another journal titled Liberty, with an image of the bell on its cover under the heading, "Proclaim Liberty". In 1839, William Lloyd Garrison's anti-slavery publication The Liberator reprinted a Boston abolitionist pamphlet containing a poem entitled "The Liberty Bell", which noted that, at that time, despite its inscription, the bell did not proclaim liberty to all the inhabitants of the land. That same year, Boston abolitionists led by Maria Weston Chapman began publishing an annual antislavery gift book called The Liberty Bell, which they sold at antislavery fairs to raise funds for the movement. Garrison, along with many other abolitionists including Frederick Douglass, also frequently invoked Leviticus 25:10, the biblical passage inscribed on the bell, to connect their movement with the idea of Jubilee.


A great part of the modern image of the bell as a relic of the proclamation of American independence was forged by writer George Lippard. On January 2, 1847, he published an article, "Fourth of July, 1776", in the Saturday Courier. The short story depicted an aged bellman on July 4, 1776, sitting morosely by the bell, fearing that Congress would not have the courage to declare independence. At the most dramatic moment, a young boy appears with instructions for the old man: to ring the bell. It was subsequently published in Lippard's collected stories. The story was widely reprinted and closely linked the Liberty Bell to the Declaration of Independence in the public mind. The elements of the story were reprinted in early historian Benson J. Lossing's The Pictorial Field Guide to the Revolution (published in 1850) as historical fact, and the tale was widely repeated for generations after in school primers.


In 1848, with the rise of interest in the bell, the city decided to move it to the Assembly Room, also known as the Declaration Chamber, on the first floor, where the Declaration and United States Constitution had been debated and signed. The city constructed an ornate pedestal for the bell. The Liberty Bell was displayed on that pedestal for the next quarter-century, surmounted by an eagle (originally sculpted, later stuffed). In 1853, President Franklin Pierce visited Philadelphia and the bell, and spoke of the bell as symbolizing the American Revolution and American liberty. At the time, Independence Hall was also used as a courthouse, and African-American newspapers pointed out the incongruity of housing a symbol of liberty in the same building in which federal judges were holding hearings under the Fugitive Slave Act.


In February 1861, then President-elect Abraham Lincoln came to the Assembly Room and delivered an address en route to his inauguration in Washington, D.C. In 1865, Lincoln's body was returned to the Assembly Room after his assassination for a public viewing of his body, en route to his entombment in Springfield, Illinois. Due to time constraints, only a small fraction of those wishing to pass by the coffin were able to; the lines to see the coffin were never less than 3 miles (4.8km) long. Nevertheless, between 120,000 and 140,000people were able to pass by the open casket and then the bell, carefully placed at Lincoln's head so mourners could read the inscription, "Proclaim Liberty throughout all the land unto all the inhabitants thereof."

Centennial Bell in the Independence Hall Belfry, Philadelphia - Engraving from 1876

The Liberty Bell on its ornate stand in Independence Hall in 1872
[image: The Liberty Bell on a wagon; a number of people, including policemen, pose with it.]The Liberty Bell at Bunker Hill in Boston in 1903
[image: A large bell is seen tied to a wagon. Soldiers in Revolutionary War uniforms stand by.]The Liberty Bell is paraded through the streets of Philadelphia in 1908, in a recreation of its September 1777 journey to Allentown just prior to the fall of Philadelphia to the British.
[image: A painting in which a man in working clothes shows off the Liberty Bell to a number of well-dressed people, who are conferring. A woman prepares to tap the bell with a hammer.]The Bell's First Note, a 1913 painting of the Liberty Bell by Jean Leon Gerome Ferris
A 1915 photo of the Liberty Bell's hairline crack, which developed at some point in the 19th century, possibly in July 1835 as the bell rung following the death of U.S. Supreme Court Chief Justice John Marshall
In 1876, Philadelphia city officials discussed what role the bell should play in the nation's Centennial festivities. Some wanted to repair it so it could sound at the Centennial Exposition being held in Philadelphia, but the idea was not adopted. The bell's custodians concluded that it was unlikely that the metal could be made into a bell that would have a pleasant sound, and that the crack had become part of the bell's character. Instead, a replica weighing 13,000 pounds (5,900kg), representing 1,000pounds for each of the Thirteen Colonies, was cast. The metal used for what was dubbed "the Centennial Bell" included four melted-down cannons: one used by each side in the American Revolutionary War, and one used by each side in the American Civil War. The bell was rung at the Exposition grounds on July 4, 1876, and was later recast to improve the sound. The bell is currently attached to the clock in the steeple of Independence Hall. While the Liberty Bell was not displayed at the Centennial Exposition, a great many exposition visitors came to visit it. Its image was ubiquitous throughout the exposition grounds. Myriad souvenirs were sold bearing its image or shape, and state pavilions contained replicas of the bell made of substances ranging from stone to tobacco. In 1877, the bell was hung from the ceiling of the Assembly Room by a chain with thirteen links.


Between 1885 and 1915, the Liberty Bell was transported to seven expositions and celebrations. Each time, the bell traveled by railroad, and an extra number of rail stops were made along the way so that local people could view it. By 1885, the Liberty Bell was widely recognized as a symbol of freedom, and as a treasured relic of independence and freedom, and was growing increasingly famous as versions of George Lippard's legend were reprinted in history and school books. In early 1885, the city agreed to let it travel to New Orleans for the World Cotton Centennial exposition. Large crowds mobbed the bell at each stop. In Biloxi, Mississippi, the former President of the Confederate States of America, Jefferson Davis, visited the bell and delivered a speech paying homage to it and urging national unity. In 1893, it was sent to the World Columbian Exposition in Chicago, where it was the centerpiece of the state's exhibit in the Pennsylvania Building. On July 4, 1893, in Chicago, the bell was serenaded with the first performance of The Liberty Bell March, conducted by its composer John Philip Sousa.


Philadelphians began to cool to the idea of sending it to other cities when it returned from Chicago bearing a new crack, and each new proposed journey met with increasing opposition. It was also found that the bell's private watchman had been cutting off small pieces for souvenirs. Philadelphia placed the bell in a glass-fronted oak case.


In 1898, it was taken out of the glass case and hung from its yoke again in the tower hall of Independence Hall, a room that would remain its home until the end of 1975. A guard was posted by the bell to prevent souvenir hunters who might otherwise chip at it.


By 1909, the bell was sent on six trips. The bell's cracking worsened, and souvenir hunters had chipped off pieces of it, depriving it of over one percent of its weight. Its weight was reported as 2,080lb (940kg) in 1904.


20th century

[image: A number of tourists, of all races and ages, dressed in the fashions of sixty years ago, gather around the Liberty Bell]A crowd of tourists gathers around the Liberty Bell at Independence Hall in July 1951.
The Liberty Bell Pavilion in Philadelphia, the Liberty Bell's home from 1976 to 2003
In 1912, the organizers of the Panama–Pacific International Exposition requested the bell for the 1915 fair in San Francisco, but Philadelphia was reluctant to let it travel again. The city finally agreed to let it be transported to San Francisco since it had never been west of St. Louis, and it was a chance to allow millions of Americans to see it who might never again have the opportunity. In 1914, fearing that the cracks might lengthen during the long train ride to San Francisco, Philadelphia installed a metal support structure inside the bell, called the "spider".
 

In February 1915, the bell was tapped gently with wooden mallets to produce sounds that were transmitted to the fair as the signal to open it, a transmission that also inaugurated transcontinental telephone service. Some five million Americans saw the bell on its train journey west. It is estimated that nearly two million kissed it at the fair, with an uncounted number viewing it. The bell was taken on a different route on its way home during which another five million people viewed it.


In 1924, one of Independence Hall's exterior doors was replaced by glass, allowing some view of the bell even when the building was closed. When Congress enacted the nation's first peacetime draft in 1940, the first Philadelphians required to serve took their oaths of enlistment before the Liberty Bell. Once World War II began, the bell was again a symbol to sell war bonds.
 

Since the bell returned to Philadelphia, it has been moved out of doors only five times: three times for patriotic observances during and after World War I, and twice as the bell occupied new homes in 1976 and 2003. Chicago and San Francisco had obtained their visits after presenting petitions signed by hundreds of thousands of children. In 1933, Chicago tried again, with a petition signed by 3.4million schoolchildren, for the 1933 Century of Progress Exhibition, and New York presented a petition to secure a visit from the bell for the 1939 New York World's Fair. Both efforts failed.


During World War II, it was feared that the bell might be in danger from saboteurs or enemy bombing, and city officials considered moving the bell to Fort Knox, to be stored with the nation's gold reserves. The idea provoked a storm of protest from around the nation, and was abandoned. Officials then considered building an underground steel vault above which it would be displayed, and into which it could be lowered if necessary. The project was dropped after studies concluded that the digging might undermine the foundations of Independence Hall. On December 17, 1944, the Whitechapel Bell Foundry offered to recast the bell at no cost as a gesture of Anglo-American friendship. The bell was again tapped on D-Day, V-E Day, and V-J Day.


After World War II, and following considerable controversy, the City of Philadelphia agreed to transfer custody of the bell and Independence Hall, while retaining ownership, to the federal government. The city would also transfer various colonial-era buildings it owned. Congress agreed to the transfer in 1948, and three years later Independence National Historical Park was founded, incorporating those properties and administered by the National Park Service (NPS or Park Service). The Park Service would be responsible for maintaining and displaying the bell. The NPS would also administer the three blocks just north of Independence Hall that had been condemned by the state, razed, and developed into a park called Independence Mall.


In the postwar period, the bell became a symbol of freedom used in the Cold War. The bell was chosen for the symbol of a savings bond campaign in 1950. The purpose of this campaign, as then Vice President Alben W. Barkley said, was to make the country "so strong that no one can impose ruthless, godless ideologies on us". In 1955, former residents of nations behind the Iron Curtain were allowed to tap the bell as a symbol of hope and encouragement to their compatriots. Foreign dignitaries, including Israeli Prime Minister David Ben-Gurion and West Berlin Mayor Ernst Reuter, have visited the Liberty Bell, and they commented that the bell symbolized the link between the United States and their nations. During the 1960s, the bell was the site of several protests, both for the civil rights movement and by various protesters supporting or opposing the Vietnam War.


Almost from the start of its stewardship, the Park Service sought to move the bell from Independence Hall to a structure where it would be easier to care for the bell and accommodate visitors. The first such proposal was withdrawn in 1958, after considerable public protest. The Park Service tried again as part of the planning for the 1976 United States Bicentennial. The Independence National Historical Park Advisory Committee proposed in 1969 that the bell be moved out of Independence Hall, as the building could not accommodate the millions expected to visit Philadelphia for the Bicentennial. In 1972, the Park Service announced plans to build a large glass tower for the bell at the new visitors center at S. Third and Chestnut streets, two blocks east of Independence Hall, at a cost of $5million, but citizens again protested the move. Instead, in 1973, the Park Service proposed to build a smaller glass pavilion for the bell at the north end of Independence Mall, between Arch and Race streets. Philadelphia Mayor Frank Rizzo agreed with the pavilion idea, but proposed that the pavilion be built across Chestnut Street from Independence Hall, which the state feared would destroy the view of the historic building from the mall area. Rizzo's view prevailed, and the bell was moved to a glass-and-steel Liberty Bell Pavilion, about 200 yards (180m) from its old home at Independence Hall, as the Bicentennial year began.


During the Bicentennial, members of the Procrastinators' Club of America jokingly picketed the Whitechapel Bell Foundry with signs "We got a lemon" and "What about the warranty?" The foundry told the protesters that it would be glad to replace the bell, so long as it was returned in the original packaging.


In 1958, the foundry, then trading under the name Mears and Stainbank Foundry, offered to recast the bell, but was told by the Park Service that neither it nor the public wanted the crack removed. The foundry was called upon, in 1976, to cast a six-times oversize (weighing 12,000 pounds) replica of the Liberty Bell known as the Bicentennial Bell that was presented to the United States by the British monarch, Queen Elizabeth II, and was housed in the tower once intended for the Liberty Bell, at the former visitor center on South Third Street.


Liberty Bell Center

The interior of the Liberty Bell chamber at the Liberty Bell Center with Independence Hall and the Centennial Bell visible in its steeple in the background
Independence Hall with the Liberty Bell Center (on right)
A view of the Liberty Bell's mount in October 2009
The south end of Liberty Bell Center with both the Liberty Bell and a reflection of Independence Hall in January 2022
In 1995, the Park Service began preliminary work on a redesign of Independence Mall. Architects Venturi, Scott Brown & Associates developed a master plan with two design alternatives. The first proposed a block-long visitors center on the south side of Market Street, which would also house the Liberty Bell. This would have interrupted the mall's three-block vista of Independence Hall, and made the bell visible only from the south, on Chestnut Street. The second alternative placed a similar visitors center on the north side of Market Street, also interrupting the mall's vista, with the bell in a small pavilion on the south side. City planner Edmund Bacon, who oversaw the mall's design in the 1950s, saw preservation of the vista of Independence Hall as essential. He created his own plan that included a domed bell pavilion built north of Market Street. Public reaction to the possibility of moving the Liberty Bell so far from Independence Hall was strongly negative. NPS announced that the bell would remain on the block between Chestnut and Market streets. Other plans were proposed; each had strengths and weaknesses, but the goal of all was to encourage visitors to see more of the historical park than just the Liberty Bell.


The Olin Partnership was hired to create a new master plan for Independence Mall; its team included architect Bernard Cywinski, who ultimately won a limited design competition to design what was called the Liberty Bell Center (LBC). Cywinski's design was unveiled in early 1999. Significantly larger than the existing pavilion, allowing for exhibit space and an interpretive center, the proposed LBC building also would cover about 15% of the footprint of the long-demolished President's House, the residence used by George Washington and John Adams before the White House was completed in 1800. Archaeologists excavating the LBC's intended site uncovered remnants of the 1790–1800 executive mansion that were reburied. The project became highly controversial when it was revealed that George Washington's slaves had been housed only feet from the planned Liberty Bell Center's main entrance. The Park Service refused to redesign the LBC building, or delay its construction. NPS initially resisted interpreting the slaves and the slave quarters, but after years of protest by Black activists, agreed.


21st century

The new facility that opened hours after the bell was installed on October 9, 2003, is adjacent to an outline of Washington's slave quarters marked in the pavement, with interpretive panels explaining the significance of what was found. The GPS address is 526 Market Street.


Inside the Liberty Bell Center, visitors pass through a number of exhibits about the bell before reaching the Liberty Bell itself. Due to security concerns following an attack on the bell by a visitor with a hammer in 2001, the bell is hung out of easy reach of visitors, who are no longer allowed to touch it, and all visitors undergo a security screening.


The Liberty Bell now weighs 2,080 pounds (940kg). Its metal is 70%copper and 25%tin, with the remainder consisting of lead, zinc, arsenic, gold, and silver. It hangs from what is believed to be its original yoke, made from American elm. Although the crack in the bell appears to end at the abbreviation "Philada" in the last line of the inscription, that is merely the widened crack, filed out during the 19th century to allow the bell to ring. A hairline crack, extending through to the inside of the bell, continues towards the right and gradually moves to the top of the bell, through the word "and" in "Pass and Stow", then through the word "the" before the word "Assembly", and finally through the letters "rty" in the word "Liberty". The crack ends near the attachment with the yoke.


Professor Constance M. Greiff, in her book tracing the history of Independence National Historical Park, wrote of the Liberty Bell:


[T]he Liberty Bell is the most venerated object in the park, a national icon. It is not as beautiful as some other things that were in Independence Hall in those momentous days two hundred years ago, and it is irreparably damaged. Perhaps that is part of its almost mystical appeal. Like our democracy it is fragile and imperfect, but it has weathered threats, and it has endured.




Legacy and commemorations

In addition to the replicas that are seen at Independence National Historical Park, early replicas of the Liberty Bell include the so-called Justice Bell or Women's Liberty Bell, commissioned in 1915 by suffragists to advocate for women's suffrage. This bell had the same legend as the Liberty Bell, with two added words, "establish justice", words taken from the Preamble to the Constitution of the United States. It also had the clapper chained to the bell so it could not sound, symbolizing the inability of women, lacking the vote, to influence political events. The Justice Bell toured extensively to publicize the cause. After the passage of the Nineteenth Amendment (granting women the vote), the Justice Bell was brought to the front of Independence Hall on August 26, 1920, to finally sound. It remained on a platform before Independence Hall for several months before city officials required that it be taken away, and today is at the Washington Memorial Chapel at Valley Forge.


As part of the Liberty Bell Savings Bonds drive in 1950, 55 replicas of the Liberty Bell, including one each for the 48 states, one for the national capital of Washington, D.C., and one each for U.S. territories, were ordered by the U.S. Department of the Treasury and were cast in France by the Fonderie Paccard. The bells were to be displayed and rung on patriotic occasions. Today, many of the bells are sited near state capitol buildings. Although Wisconsin's bell is now at its state capitol, initially it was sited on the grounds of the state's Girls Detention Center. Texas's bell is located inside the Academic Building on the campus of Texas A&M University in College Station. The Texas bell was presented to the university in appreciation of the service of the school's graduates.


In 1950, too, an enlarged and slightly modified replica of the Liberty Bell, baptized Freedom Bell, was cast in England, brought to the United States, and toured the country as part of a "Crusade of Freedom". It was then shipped to Germany and installed in the tower of West Berlin's city hall. When Robert F. Kennedy visited the city in 1962, followed by his brother John F. Kennedy in June 1963, both drew a parallel between the Liberty Bell and the new Freedom Bell.


The Liberty Bell appeared on a commemorative coin in 1926 to mark the sesquicentennial of American independence. Its first use on a circulating coin was on the reverse side of the Franklin half dollar, struck between 1948 and 1963. It also appeared on the Bicentennial design of the Eisenhower dollar, superimposed against the moon.


On the 150th anniversary of the Declaration of Independence in 1926, the U.S. Post Office issued a commemorative stamp depicting the Liberty Bell for the Sesquicentennial Exposition in Philadelphia in 1926, though this stamp actually depicts the replica bell erected at the entrance to the exposition grounds. The Liberty Bell was chosen for the stamp design theme because the symbol was most representative of the nation's independence. Since then the Liberty Bell has appeared on several other U.S. postage stamps, including the first forever stamp, issued since 2007.


An image of the Liberty Bell appears on the current $100 note. The image changes color, depending on the angle at which it is held.


The name "Liberty Bell" or "Liberty Belle" is commonly used for commercial purposes, and has denoted brands and business names ranging from a life insurance company to a Montana escort service. Walt Disney World has a replica of the Liberty Bell that is in Liberty Square in the Magic Kingdom. The replica was cast from the mold of the actual Liberty Bell in 1989. A large outline of the bell hangs over the right-field bleachers at Citizens Bank Park, home of the Philadelphia Phillies baseball team; it is illuminated and swings back and forth, and a bell sound is played whenever one of their players hits a home run or if the Phillies win that game. This bell outline replaced one at the Phillies' former home, Veterans Stadium.


On April 1, 1996, Taco Bell announced via ads and press releases that it had purchased the Liberty Bell and changed its name to the Taco Liberty Bell. The bell, the ads related, would henceforth spend half the year at Taco Bell corporate headquarters in Irvine, California. Outraged calls flooded Independence National Historical Park, and Park Service officials hastily called a press conference to deny that the bell had been sold. After several hours, Taco Bell admitted that it was an April Fools' Day joke. Despite the protests, company sales of tacos, enchiladas, and burritos rose by more than half a million dollars that week.



	Bicentennial dollar, 1976 issue, reverse
	Franklin half dollar, reverse
	Liberty Bell stamp, issue of 1926
See other versions issued in 1960, 1961, 1975






Original: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liberty_Bell
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Lyon-class battleship

en.wikipedia.org · 1913 proposed French Navy battleship group · Featured Jul 5






The Lyon class was a set of battleships planned for the French Navy (Marine nationale) in 1913, with construction scheduled to begin in 1915. The class was to have consisted of four ships, named Lyon, Lille, Duquesne, and Tourville. The first two were named for the French cities of Lyon and Lille, and the latter pair honored the French admirals Abraham Duquesne and Anne Hilarion de Tourville. The Lyon class' design was an improvement on the previous Normandie class, utilizing a fourth quadruple-gun turret to mount a total of sixteen 34cm (13.4in) guns. Construction on the Lyons was cancelled due to the August 1914 outbreak of World War I, before any of the ships were laid down.


Design

An artist's depiction of the Normandie class, which provided the basis for the Lyon design
The French Navy began a dreadnought battleship construction program in 1910 with the four ships of the Courbet class. Two years later, the French legislature passed a naval law which called for a fleet of twenty-eight battleships by 1920. Under this plan, three ships would be ordered in 1912; these became the Bretagne class. Two more were projected for 1913 and another two for 1914, which were to be the first four Normandie-class battleships, though an amendment to the law increased the pace of construction to four Normandies in 1913 and a fifth of the same design in 1914. Four ships were projected for 1915. Design work on the vessels to follow the Normandies began in 1912; the design staff submitted several proposals for the new battleships, with displacements ranging from 27,000 metric tons (26,574 long tons) to 29,000t (28,542 long tons). In 1913, the Navy authorized a fourth class of battleships, what was to have been the Lyon class, and scheduled their construction for 1915.


One of the main considerations for the new design was the armament to be carried. The French were aware that the latest British battleships—the Queen Elizabeth class—were to be armed with 38cm (15in) guns, prompting significant consideration of matching this caliber for the Lyon design. The design staff prepared four variants, two armed with the standard French 34cm gun in twin or quadruple gun turrets, and two armed with 38cm guns in twin turrets. The designers also briefly considered a ship armed with twenty 30.5cm (12in) guns in quadruple turrets, but the smaller gun caliber was deemed to be insufficient and it was quickly rejected. At the time, the French Navy believed that at the expected battle ranges in the Mediterranean, the 34cm gun was effective and so the larger 38cm gun was not necessary. The design staff determined the 38cm gun would take too long to design, so the proposals that incorporated these weapons were rejected and officials chose between the two 34 cm proposals. The first proposal, which mounted fourteen guns, was a 27,500-metric-ton (27,066-long-ton) ship 185 meters (607ft) long. On 24 November 1913, the design staff instead chose the slightly larger second design, armed with sixteen guns in four quadruple turrets, but the specific 34cm gun to be used to arm the ships was still undecided.


The first proposal by the Directorate of Artillery (Direction de l'artillerie) was for the existing 45-caliber gun used by the Bretagne and Normandie-class ships to be modified to use a slightly longer shell that weighed 590kg (1,300lb), 50kg (110lb) more than the existing shell, and was optimized for underwater performance. The second proposal was for a 50-caliber gun that fired a larger 630kg (1,390lb) shell. Accommodating the extra volume and weight of the longer gun was estimated to increase the displacement of the design to 31,000–32,000t (31,000–31,000 long tons) and to increase the cost from 87 million francs to 93–96 million. The first option was ultimately selected in February 1914. The first two ships, Lyon and Lille, were scheduled to be ordered on 1 January 1915, and Duquesne and Tourville would have followed on 1 April.


The run-up to and beginning of World War I led to the end of the Lyon class. The French government mobilized its reserve forces in July, a month before the conflict, and thereby stripped its shipyards of many of the specialized tradesmen required for constructing the ships. The French also redirected their industrial capacity to weapons and munition orders from the army. In light of such constraints, the navy decided that only those ships that could be completed quickly would be worked upon, such as the Bretagnes.


Ships


Construction data
	Ship
	Builder


	Lyon
	Ateliers et Chantiers de la Loire, St Nazaire


	Duquesne
	Arsenal de Brest, Brest


	Lille
	Forges et Chantiers de la Méditerranée, La Seyne


	Tourville
	Arsenal de Lorient, Lorient




Characteristics

The ships would have been 190m (623ft 4in) long between perpendiculars and 194.5m (638ft 1in) long overall. They would have had a beam of 29m (95ft 2in) and a draft of 8.65 to 9.2m (28ft 5in to 30ft 2in). Their displacement was estimated at 29,600 metric tons (29,100 long tons). The propulsion system had not been settled by the time the class was cancelled; the design staff proposed either the mixed steam turbine and triple-expansion engine system used in the first four ships of the preceding Normandie class or the all-turbine system used in the last Normandie-class ship, Béarn, in a memo dated 13 September 1913. They also considered new geared turbines that had proved satisfactory in the new destroyer Enseigne Gabolde. The final design called for a propulsion system rated at 40,000 metric horsepower (39,000shp) with a top speed of 21 knots (39km/h; 24mph). An unknown number of boilers were to be trunked into two funnels amidships.


The main battery of the Lyons would have been sixteen 34cm Modèle 1912M guns mounted in four quadruple-gun turrets. They would have all been mounted on the centerline, although the arrangement is not clear. A preliminary sketch, attached to the design staff's memo of 19 September 1913, showed one turret was placed forward, one amidships, and two in a superfiring pair aft, although the contemporary Journal of United States Artillery suggests the turrets would have been mounted in two superfiring pairs, forward and aft. The turrets weighed 1,500t (1,500 long tons), and were electrically trained and hydraulically elevated. The guns were divided into pairs and mounted in twin cradles; a 40mm (1.6in) thick bulkhead divided the turrets. Each pair of guns had its own ammunition hoist and magazine. They could be fired simultaneously or independently. Before work on the Lyon class had started, the French Navy had begun experimenting with new types of shells. After learning that shells had penetrated the hulls of battleships underwater to burst below their armored belts during the Battle of the Yellow Sea in 1904 and during British gunnery trials in 1907, the French Navy began investigating how they might optimize shell design to improve their performance through the water. By 1913 the navy believed that it had a design that could be accurate through the water for a distance of 100 meters (328ft).


The secondary armament was to consist of twenty-four guns, either the 55-caliber 138.6mm Modèle 1910 or a new automatic model, each singly-mounted in casemates in the hull sides. The M1910 guns fired a 36.5kg (80lb) shell at a muzzle velocity of 830m/s (2,700ft/s). The ships would also have been equipped with a pair of 47mm (1.9in) anti-aircraft guns and six submerged torpedo tubes of unknown size.


The ships would have been protected with a modified version of the armor layout of the earlier Normandie class. The primary alteration was that the upper strake of armor intended to protect the secondary armament was reduced from 160 millimeters (6.3in) on the Normandies to 100 millimeters (3.9in). The reduction compensated for the additional armor below the waterline to better protect the hull against "diving" shells. The waterline armor belt would have been 300 millimeters (11.8in) thick between the barbettes of the end turrets. The turrets were also intended to be protected with an armor thickness of 300millimeters on their faces. The lower armored deck would have consisted of a total of 42 millimeters (1.7in) of mild steel; the deck sloped downwards to meet the bottom of the waterline belt and the sloped portion of the deck would have had a total thickness of 70 millimeters (2.8in). The upper armored deck was intended to be 40 millimeters (1.6in). Between the end barbettes, below the waterline belt, the thickness of the hull would have graduated from 80 to 35 millimeters (3.1 to 1.4in) in thickness down to a depth of 6 meters (19ft 8in) below the waterline forward and 4.5 meters (14ft 9in) aft.




Original: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lyon-class_battleship
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