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Manchester is a city in the county of Greater Manchester, located in North West England. It had a population of over 589,000 in 2024. It borders the Cheshire Plain to the south, the Pennines to the north and east, and the city of Salford to the west. The two cities and the surrounding towns form one of the United Kingdom's most populous conurbations, the Greater Manchester Built-up Area, which has a population of 2.87million.


The history of Manchester began with the civilian settlement associated with the Roman fort of Mamucium or Mancunium, established around AD 79 on a sandstone bluff near the confluence of the rivers Medlock and Irwell. Historically part of Lancashire, areas of Cheshire south of the River Mersey were incorporated into Manchester in the 20th century. Throughout the Middle Ages Manchester remained a manorial township, but began to expand significantly with a boom in textile manufacture during the Industrial Revolution, which resulted in it becoming the world's first industrialised city. Manchester attained city status in 1853. The Manchester Ship Canal opened in 1894, creating the Port of Manchester and linking the city to the Irish Sea, 36 miles (58km) to the west. Its fortune declined after the Second World War, owing to deindustrialisation, and the 1996 Manchester bombing led to extensive investment and regeneration.


Following considerable redevelopment, Manchester was the host city for the 2002 Commonwealth Games. The city is notable for its architecture, its musical exports, its links to media, its links to science and engineering, its sports clubs and its transport connections.


Toponymy

The name Manchester originates from Mamucium, the Latin name for the city, or its variant Mancunio; its citizens are still referred to as Mancunians. These names are generally thought to represent a Latinised version of an older Brittonic name. It is generally accepted that the etymology of the Brittonic name is from *mamm-, which means 'breast', in reference to a breast-shaped hill on which the city was built. More recent research suggests that the name could have instead come from the Brittonic *mamma, which means 'mother', in reference to a local river goddess. The suffix -chester is from Old English ceaster ('Roman fortification', itself a loanword from Latin castrum, 'fort; fortified town'), and was first used after the end of Roman rule in Britain to describe places with former links to the Roman army.


Nicknames for the city that originated from its role in the Industrial Revolution include "warehouse city" and "cottonopolis". The city is widely known as 'the capital of the North' and is part of an ongoing dispute with the larger city of Birmingham to be the unofficial second city of the United Kingdom. The city is also infrequently referred to as 'Manny', especially by non-Mancunians, which is considered offensive by some residents. The phrase was particularly popularised by rapper Bugzy Malone's use of the phrase "putting Manny on the map".


Although the name Manchester only officially applies to the metropolitan borough within the metropolitan county of Greater Manchester, it has been informally applied to various other areas over the years; examples include the "Manchester City Zone", "Manchester post town", and the "Manchester Congestion Charge", none of which simply cover the official confines of the city: the Manchester City zone only includes a handful of stations in the city centre; the Manchester Post town covers Manchester, Sale, and Salford; and the proposed boundary of the Manchester congestion charge was the M60, not the city itself.


History





Before 1066: Early history


The first major Celtic tribe in what is now Northern England were the Brigantes; they had a stronghold in the locality at a sandstone outcrop on which Manchester Cathedral now stands, opposite the River Irwell. Their territory extended across the fertile lowland of what is now Salford and Stretford. In 79 AD, following their conquest of Britain, the Roman general Agricola ordered the construction of a fort named Mamucium to protect Roman interests in Deva Victrix (now Chester) and Eboracum (now York). Central Manchester has remained a continuously populated settlement since.


Fragments of the Mamucium fort remain visible in Castlefield. The Roman habitation of Manchester probably ended around the 3rd century; its civilian settlement appears to have been abandoned by the mid-3rd century, although the fort may have supported a small garrison until the late 3rd or early 4th century. The fort was first investigated by archaeologists in 1906, and opened to the public in 1984.


1066–1800: Before industrialisation

[image: A watercolour of mills with smoking chimneys painted from the opposite side of a river. There is a wooden dock on the left hand side with a small wooden boat by the dock, floating perpendicular to the river.]McConnel & Company's cotton mills in Ancoats, c.1820
After the Roman withdrawal and subsequent Anglo-Saxon settlement, the centre of the town moved to the confluence of the rivers Irwell and Irk. In the Normans' Harrying of the North, much of the area surrounding Manchester was laid waste. The Domesday Book (1086) records Manchester within the hundred of Salford and held as tenant in chief by a Norman named Roger of Poitou. The town was later held by the Grelley family, who were the lords of the manor and residents of Manchester Castle. By 1421, Thomas de la Warre had founded a collegiate church for the parish, which would later become Manchester Cathedral; other church buildings have since become Chetham's School of Music and Chetham's Library. The latter opened in 1653 and remains open to the public, the oldest free public reference library in the UK.


Manchester is recorded as a market in 1282. Around the 14th century, Manchester received an influx of Flemish weavers, which has sometimes been credited as the foundation of the region's textile industry. The town became an important centre for the manufacture and trade of woollens and linen, and by 1540 had expanded to become, in the words of John Leland, "the fairest, best builded, quickest, and most populous town of all Lancashire". The cathedral and Chetham's buildings are the only prominent survivors from that period.


During the English Civil War, Manchester strongly favoured the Parliamentarians who were led by Oliver Cromwell. He gave the town the right to elect its Member of Parliament; Charles Worsley was so elected and appointed as Major-General for Lancashire, Cheshire and Staffordshire during the Rule of the Major-Generals. A diligent puritan, he shut down ale houses in the town and banned the celebration of Christmas.


Large quantities of cotton were used after about 1600, firstly in linen and cotton fustians; by around 1750, pure cotton fabrics were produced and cotton had overtaken wool in importance. The Irwell and Mersey were made navigable by 1736, opening a route from Manchester to the sea docks on the Mersey. The Bridgewater Canal, Britain's first wholly artificial waterway, opened in 1761, bringing coal from mines at Worsley to central Manchester. The canal was extended to the Mersey by 1776. The combination of competition and improved efficiency halved the cost of coal and the transport cost of raw cotton. Manchester became the dominant marketplace for textiles produced in the surrounding towns. A commodities exchange, opened in 1729, and numerous large warehouses aided commerce. In 1780, Richard Arkwright began construction of Manchester's first cotton mill. Manchester exported its cotton goods to Africa as a way of paying for slaves to be purchased for the transatlantic slave trade; this supply line to Africa and its reliance on the British Empire supported Manchester's population and economic growth.


1800–1880: Industrialisation

Manchester was one of the centres of textile manufacture during the Industrial Revolution. The majority of cotton spinning took place in the towns of south Lancashire and north Cheshire, and Manchester was for a time the most productive centre of cotton processing. This caused the rapid expansion of the town that would lead to it becoming the world's first industrialised city. Manchester also became known as the world's largest marketplace for cotton goods; it was dubbed "Cottonopolis" and "Warehouse City" during the Victorian era. Brought on by the Industrial Revolution, there was rapid, unplanned urban expansion of Manchester at the turn of the 19th century. Engineering firms made machines for the cotton trade, then diversified into general manufacture. The chemical industry started by producing bleaches and dyes, but expanded into other areas. Commerce was supported by financial service industries such as banking and insurance. In 1803, John Dalton formulated his atomic theory while teaching in the city.


Manchester was the scene of bread and labour riots, as well as calls for greater political recognition by the city's working class. On 16 August 1819, large crowds protested in St Peter's Square, Manchester; estimates of the crowd range between 30,000–150,000 contemporaneously and 50,000–80,000 by modern critics. When ordered to disperse the peaceful crowd, the soldiers charged them on horseback, killing at least 18 and injuring more than 700 in the Peterloo massacre.


The political landscape of early industrial Manchester contained capitalist and communist schools of thought. The city was the home of Manchester Liberalism, and the centre of the Anti-Corn Law League after 1838. The city is the subject of Friedrich Engels's work The Condition of the Working Class in England in 1844, as Engels spent much of his life in and around Manchester and met with Karl Marx at Chetham's Library. The first Trades Union Congress was held at the Mechanics' Institute, Manchester in 1868 and Manchester was an important centre of the Labour Party, the Suffragette Movement, and the Chartist Movement.


Trade, and feeding the growing population, required a large transport and distribution infrastructure: the canal system was extended, and Manchester became one end of the world's first intercity passenger railway – the Liverpool and Manchester Railway – in 1830. The number of cotton mills in Manchester peaked at 108 in 1853; afterwards, the number declined and Manchester was surpassed as the largest centre of cotton spinning by Bolton by the 1850s and Oldham by the 1860s. This period of decline coincided with the rise of the city as the financial centre of the region. In 1878 the General Post Office (the forerunner of British Telecom) provided its first telephones to a firm in Manchester.


1880–1939: Impacts of industrialisation

[image: A landscape with a tree on the left foreground, a hilly section on the middle and right foreground, and a fairly flat plain stretching a long distance in the background with very few structures visible. A river cuts across the background from the bottom left to the top middle.]
View from Kersal Moor towards Manchester by Sebastian Pether, c.1820, then still a rural landscape. Note the River Irwell in both paintings.

[image: The same tree, roughly, and the same landscape and river as image 1. The difference is that now, instead of an empty background, there are many smokestacks and factories visible in a neat line with smoke billowing into the sky, but painted quite quaintly rather than industrially.]
Manchester from Kersal Moor, by William Wyld in 1857, a view now dominated by chimney stacks as a consequence of the Industrial Revolution






New industrial processes were developed in the city, and the city had become known for its experimental ways of thinking: the Manchester School promoted free trade and laissez-faire, there was the advent of new classes or groups in society and new religious sects, and the city was experimenting with new forms of labour organisation. The period saw the construction of some of its finest public buildings, including Manchester Town Hall. It also enjoyed a vibrant culture, which included the Hallé Orchestra. In 1889, when county councils were created in England, the municipal borough became a county borough, giving it greater autonomy. Manchester was also a site of widespread poverty and squalor, with economic extremes on display throughout the city.


[image: A coloured print depicting soldiers in blue and white uniforms amongst a crowd of people wearing various colours and waving unicolour flags. The people are fighting and some are on the floor.]The Peterloo massacre of 1819 resulted in 18 deaths and several hundred injured.

The Manchester Ship Canal was built between 1888 and 1894, in some sections by canalisation of the Rivers Irwell and Mersey, running 36 miles (58km) from Salford to Eastham Locks on the tidal Mersey. This enabled oceangoing ships to sail into the Port of Manchester. On the canal's banks, just outside the borough, the world's first industrial estate was created at Trafford Park.
[image: An oil painting depicting a smog-filled wide cobbled road with pavement on either side. In the background, a bridge goes over the road in front of a towering building to the right. In the foreground, there is a man walking and a small horse and cart moving away.]An oil painting of Oxford Road, Manchester, in 1910, by Valette

Manchester continued to process cotton, constituting 65% of the world's production in 1913. The First World War interrupted access to the export markets; combined with increased cotton processing in other parts of the world, this led to the rapid decline of the city's textile industry. Industry and employment suffered during the Great Depression, particularly due to its effect on the value of British exports. Manchester also saw a cultural revolution in the 1930s as locals tried greater creativity and local pride to counteract the effect of the status of the economy; this included the first formation of the British High Street, and embarking on infrastructure projects such as the Manchester Central Library.


1939–1945: Second World War


[image: An oil panting of people walking in all directions through a bleak square wearing a variety of colours but mostly all black. The square backs onto tall yellow buildings with telegraph cables stretched around. Part of a trolleybus is visible to the right-hand side.]Going to Work by L.S. Lowry, commissioned by the War Artists' Advisory Committee in 1943

Manchester mobilised during the Second World War: casting and machining expertise at Beyer, Peacock & Company's locomotive works in Gorton was switched to bomb making, and Dunlop's rubber works in Chorlton-on-Medlock made barrage balloons. Manchester was the target of bombing by the Luftwaffe, and by late 1940 air raids were taking place against non-military targets.


The biggest air raids on the city during the war took place during the Manchester Blitz on the nights of 22–23 and 24–25 December 1940, when an estimated 474 tonnes (467 long tons) of high explosives and over 37,000 incendiary bombs were dropped. Much of the historic city centre was destroyed, including 165 warehouses, 200 business premises, and 150 offices. 376 were killed and 30,000 houses were damaged. Manchester Cathedral, Royal Exchange and Free Trade Hall were among the buildings seriously damaged, with the restoration of the cathedral taking 20 years. 589 civilians were recorded to have died as a result of enemy action within the Manchester County Borough.


1945–2000: Decline and regeneration

[image: A black-and-white ink drawing of a grand building stretching across the photo with a white tower in the corner. People are walking on the very wide street in front.]


[image: A partial view of the previous image but now a modern colour photograph; the building is a limestone facade and in the central tower there is a sign that says "CORN / EXCH / ANGE".]


The Corn Exchange in 1902 (top), and in 2024 (bottom)





Cotton processing and trading continued to decline in peacetime, and the exchange closed in 1968. In 1963 the port of Manchester was the UK's third largest, and employed over 3,000 men, but the canal was unable to handle the increasingly large container ships. Traffic declined, and the port closed in 1982. Heavy industry suffered a downturn from the 1960s and was greatly reduced under the economic policies of Margaret Thatcher's government after 1979. Manchester lost 150,000 jobs in manufacturing between 1961 and 1983. Regeneration began in the late 1980s, with initiatives such as the Metrolink, the Bridgewater Concert Hall and the Manchester Arena. Two bids to host the Olympic Games in 1996 and 2000 were part of a process to raise the international profile of the city.


On 15 June 1996, the Provisional Irish Republican Army (IRA) set off a lorry bomb in Corporation Street in the city centre. The largest to be detonated on British soil, the bomb injured over 200 people, heavily damaged buildings, and broke windows 1⁄2 mile (800m) away. It was one of the most costly man-made disasters in history: the immediate damage was initially estimated at £50million (equivalent to £100,000,000 in 2025), but this was quickly revised upwards. The final insurance pay-out was over £400million (equivalent to £803,000,000 in 2025); many affected businesses never recovered from the loss of trade but it is also credited with helping to drive the regeneration of the city.


2000–present: Modern day

[image: A street covered in debris. On one side is a building whose side is half-destroyed, leaving only the steel frame. The road is wet and there is crime scene tap across the centre of the photo.]Corporation Street after the bombing in 1996

Spurred by the investment after the 1996 bombing and aided by the 2002 Commonwealth Games, the city centre underwent extensive regeneration. The Printworks was redeveloped by architects RTKL Associates and reopened as a leisure centre and cinema. The Corn Exchange reopened as the Triangle Shopping Centre and redeveloped in 2012. Manchester Arndale is the UK's largest city-centre shopping centre.


Large parts of the city have been demolished, re-developed or modernised with the use of glass and steel. Former mills have been converted into apartments. The 47-storey, 554-foot (169m) Beetham Tower was the tallest UK building outside of London and the highest residential accommodation in Europe when completed in 2006. It was surpassed in 2018 by the 659-foot (201m) South Tower of the Deansgate Square project, also in Manchester.


On 22 May 2017, an Islamist terrorist carried out a suicide bombing outside the Manchester Arena, shortly after an Ariana Grande concert. The explosion killed 23 people (including the perpetrator) and injured over 800. It was the deadliest terrorist attack and first suicide bombing in Britain since the 7 July 2005 London bombings and changed the UK's threat level to "critical" for the first time since 2007. On 2 October 2025, two Jewish people were killed in an Islamist terror attack outside the Heaton Park Hebrew Congregation synagogue.


Government




[image: A grand Gothic Revival building as viewed from afar, with a Gothic Revival clock tower stretching high into the sky. Trees partially obstruct the view, and the sky is clear with some clouds.]Manchester Town Hall in Albert Square, the seat of local government, is an example of Victorian-era Gothic Revival architecture.
The City of Manchester is governed by Manchester City Council. The Greater Manchester Combined Authority, with a directly elected mayor, has responsibilities for several areas such as economic strategy and transport on a Greater Manchester-wide basis. Manchester has been a member of the English Core Cities Group since its inception in 1995.


The town of Manchester was granted a charter in 1301 but lost its borough status in a court case of 1359. Until the 19th century, local government was largely controlled by manorial courts, the last of which was dissolved in 1846. In 1792, Police Commissioners were established for the social improvement of Manchester. It regained its borough status in 1838 and comprised the townships of Beswick, Cheetham Hill, Chorlton upon Medlock and Hulme. By 1846, with increasing population and greater industrialisation, the Borough Council had assumed the powers of the Police Commissioners. In 1853, Manchester was granted city status. Its boundaries have since been extended subsuming Harpurhey, Rusholme and parts of Moss Side and Withington in 1885; Burnage, Chorlton-cum-Hardy, Didsbury, Fallowfield, Levenshulme, Longsight, Withington, Baguley and Northenden between the 1880s and the 1930s; and Ringway in 1974.

Andy Burnham, then Mayor of Greater Manchester, in 2023

In 2014, it was announced that Greater Manchester would have a directly elected mayor with fiscal control over health, transport, housing and police in ten local authorities which form the Greater Manchester Combined Authority. Andy Burnham, of the Labour Party, was elected as the first Mayor of Greater Manchester in the 2017 election, and was re-elected in 2021 and 2024. He resigned following his election to Parliament in 2026, and the current mayor of Greater Manchester is Paul Dennett, who will serve in an ad interim basis until a new mayor is elected at the 2026 Greater Manchester mayoral by-election.


The mayor of Greater Manchester oversees a budget of £2.6bn in 2024, including £1.51bn is spent on policing and transport, making this the most powerful mayoral role in the country. Burnham is the police and crime commissioner for Greater Manchester ex officio and is responsible for some housing, education, and welfare policies.


Since May 2026 the Lord Mayor has been Shaukat Ali, replacing the outgoing Lord Mayor councillor Carmine Grimshaw.



Geography


The City of Manchester. The land use is overwhelmingly urban.

At 53°28′0″N 2°14′0″W / 53.46667°N 2.23333°W / 53.46667; -2.23333, 160 miles (260km) northwest of London, Manchester lies in a bowl-shaped land area bordered to the north and east by the Pennines, an upland chain that runs the length of northern England, and to the south by the Cheshire Plain. Manchester is 35.0 miles (56.3km) north-east of Liverpool and 35.0 miles (56.3km) north-west of Sheffield, making the city the halfway point between the two. The city centre is on the east bank of the River Irwell, near its confluences with the Rivers Medlock and Irk, and is relatively low-lying, being between 35 and 42 metres (115 and 138 feet) above sea level.


The River Mersey flows through the south of Manchester. Much of the inner city, especially in the south, is flat, offering views from many highrise buildings in the city of the foothills and moors of the Pennines, which can often be capped with snow in the winter. Manchester's climate, its proximity to a seaport at Liverpool, the availability of waterpower from its rivers, and its nearby coal reserves were highly influential in its early development as an industrial city.


For purposes of the Office for National Statistics, Manchester forms the most populous settlement within the Greater Manchester Urban Area, the United Kingdom's second-largest conurbation. There is a mix of high-density urban and suburban locations. The largest open space in the city, at around 260 hectares (642 acres), is Heaton Park. Manchester is contiguous on all sides with several large settlements, except for a small section along its southern boundary with Cheshire. The M60 and M56 motorways pass through Northenden and Wythenshawe respectively in the south of Manchester. Heavy rail lines enter the city from all directions, the principal destination being Manchester Piccadilly station, the city's largest railway terminus, and the second-busiest in Great Britain outside of London.


Manchester lies at the centre of the North West Green Belt. This reduces urban sprawl, prevents towns in the conurbation from further convergence, protects the identity of outlying communities, and preserves nearby countryside. It is achieved by restricting inappropriate development within the designated areas and imposing stricter conditions on permitted building. Being highly urban, the borough contains limited protected greenfield land with minimal development opportunities.


Climate



Manchester has a temperate oceanic climate (Köppen: Cfb), like much of the British Isles, with warm summers and cold winters compared to other parts of the UK. Summer daytime temperatures regularly top 20°C (68°F). In recent years, temperatures have occasionally surpassed 30°C (86°F). There is regular but generally light precipitation throughout the year. The city's average annual rainfall is 806.6mm (31.76 inches) compared to a UK average of 1,125.0mm (44.29 inches). Its mean rain days are 140.4 per annum, compared to the UK average of 154.4.


Manchester has a relatively high humidity level; this, along with abundant soft water, was one factor that led to the advancement of the textile industry in the area. Snowfalls are not common in the city because of the urban warming effect. The West Pennine Moors to the north-west, South Pennines to the north-east, and Peak District to the east receive more snow, which can close roads leading out of the city. They include the A62 via Oldham and Standedge, the A57, Snake Pass, towards Sheffield, and the Pennine section of the M62. The lowest temperature ever recorded in Manchester was −17.6°C (0.3°F) on 7 January 2010. The highest was 38.0°C (100.4°F) on 19 July 2022, during the 2022 European Heatwave.
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Climate data for Manchester (MAN), 69m (226ft) amsl, 1991–2020 normals, extremes 1949–2004, precipitation days 1981–2010



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year


	Record high °C (°F)
	14.3
(57.7)
	19.0
(66.2)
	21.7
(71.1)
	25.1
(77.2)
	26.7
(80.1)
	31.3
(88.3)
	32.2
(90.0)
	33.7
(92.7)
	28.4
(83.1)
	27.0
(80.6)
	17.7
(63.9)
	15.1
(59.2)
	33.7
(92.7)


	Mean daily maximum °C (°F)
	7.3
(45.1)
	8.2
(46.8)
	10.4
(50.7)
	12.7
(54.9)
	16.3
(61.3)
	18.5
(65.3)
	20.6
(69.1)
	20.8
(69.4)
	17.8
(64.0)
	13.7
(56.7)
	10.2
(50.4)
	7.4
(45.3)
	13.7
(56.6)


	Daily mean °C (°F)
	4.5
(40.1)
	5.1
(41.2)
	7.0
(44.6)
	8.9
(48.0)
	12.1
(53.8)
	14.5
(58.1)
	16.6
(61.9)
	16.7
(62.1)
	14.1
(57.4)
	10.4
(50.7)
	7.3
(45.1)
	4.6
(40.3)
	10.2
(50.3)


	Mean daily minimum °C (°F)
	1.7
(35.1)
	2.0
(35.6)
	3.6
(38.5)
	5.0
(41.0)
	7.8
(46.0)
	10.4
(50.7)
	12.5
(54.5)
	12.6
(54.7)
	10.3
(50.5)
	7.1
(44.8)
	4.4
(39.9)
	1.7
(35.1)
	6.6
(43.9)


	Record low °C (°F)
	−17.6
(0.3)
	−13.1
(8.4)
	−9.7
(14.5)
	−4.9
(23.2)
	−1.7
(28.9)
	0.8
(33.4)
	5.4
(41.7)
	3.6
(38.5)
	0.0
(32.0)
	−4.7
(23.5)
	−10.0
(14.0)
	−14.0
(6.8)
	−17.6
(0.3)


	Average precipitation mm (inches)
	67.3
(2.65)
	61.1
(2.41)
	51.3
(2.02)
	60.6
(2.39)
	59.1
(2.33)
	62.6
(2.46)
	59.8
(2.35)
	73.1
(2.88)
	71.2
(2.80)
	95.1
(3.74)
	86.0
(3.39)
	84.0
(3.31)
	831.2
(32.73)


	Average precipitation days (≥ 1.0 mm)
	13.1
	9.7
	12.3
	11.2
	10.4
	11.1
	10.9
	12.0
	11.1
	13.6
	14.1
	13.5
	142.9


	Average snowy days
	6
	5
	3
	2
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	3
	20


	Average relative humidity (%)
	83
	81
	77
	74
	72
	74
	76
	77
	79
	81
	83
	84
	79


	Average dew point °C (°F)
	2
(36)
	2
(36)
	3
(37)
	4
(39)
	7
(45)
	9
(48)
	11
(52)
	12
(54)
	10
(50)
	8
(46)
	5
(41)
	3
(37)
	6
(43)


	Mean monthly sunshine hours
	51.4
	72.7
	100.7
	139.7
	184.5
	173.6
	179.0
	173.6
	131.6
	101.9
	54.8
	47.5
	1,411


	Mean daily sunshine hours
	1.7
	2.6
	3.2
	4.7
	6.0
	5.8
	5.8
	5.6
	4.4
	3.3
	1.8
	1.5
	3.9


	Average ultraviolet index
	0
	1
	2
	4
	5
	6
	6
	5
	4
	2
	1
	0
	3


	Source 1: Starlings Roost Weather NOAA (relative humidity and snow days 1961–1990)


	Source 2: Starlings Roost Weather Current Results - Weather and Science Meteo Climat Time and Date: Average dew point (1985–2015) WeatherAtlas






Demographics



City of Manchester population pyramid in 2021

The UK- and foreign-born population pyramid of Manchester in 2021






In the 2021 United Kingdom census, the population of the City of Manchester was 552,000, an increase of 9.7% from the 2011 census. It was slower than the increase between 2001 and 2021 of 20.8%, which was the largest in the UK outside of London. The growth was higher than the forecasted rate of growth of 5.8%. 43.5% of people had never married, 37% were married, 12.24% were separated or divorced, and 7.26% were widowed.


Since 1991, the City of Manchester has grown by 36.3%, faster than other major cities in England. In 2012, 6,547,000 people lived within 30 miles (50km) of Manchester and 11,694,000 within 50 miles (80km). In 2011/2012, births exceeded deaths by 4,800. Manchester has a younger population than the average for England: nationally, 82.6% of people are below the age of 65 compared to 91.2% for the City of Manchester. Greater Manchester Combined Authority's analysis of the 2021 census noticed the rising number of 0–15 year olds was a large drive for the increasing population. The Manchester Larger Urban Zone, a Eurostat measure of the functional city-region approximated to local government districts, had a population of 2,539,100 in 2004.


Religion


Religious beliefs, 2021 census.


	Christian (36.2%)

	No Religion (32.4%)

	Muslim (22.3%)

	Hindu (1.10%)

	Buddhist (0.60%)

	Jewish (0.50%)

	Other (0.50%)

	Religion Not Stated (5.90%)










The 2021 census identified major movements in the religious affiliations of the city's population. Those identifying as Christian continued to decline; from 62.4% in 2001, 48.7% in 2011, down to 36.2% in 2021. The percentage of the population professing no religion continued to increase; from 16% in 2001, 25.3% in 2011, to 32.4% in 2021, the largest rise of any faith-focused grouping. The second largest rise was seen in the proportion of Muslims; increasing from 9.1% in 2001, to 15.8% in 2011, to 22.38% in 2021. The size of the Jewish population in Greater Manchester is the largest in Britain outside London.


Ethnicity

Manchester Chinatown's Paifang arch
The ethnic demography of Manchester from 1971 to 2021
The City of Manchester has the highest non-white proportion of any district in Greater Manchester. The 2021 census showed that 56.8% of the population was White. 48.7% were White British, 1.7% White Irish, 0.1% Gypsy or Irish Traveller, and 6.2% Other White. The size of mixed European and British ethnic groups is unclear. 5.2% were mixed race (1.8% White and Black Caribbean, 1.1% White and Black African, 1.1% White and Asian, 1.2% other mixed), 20.9% Asian (2.7% Indian, 11.9% Pakistani, 1.8% Bangladeshi, 2.3% Chinese, 2.2% other Asian), 12% Black (8.7% African, 1.9% Caribbean, 1.4% other Black), 2.7% Arab and 2.4% of other ethnic heritage.


Moss Side, Longsight, Cheetham Hill, and Rusholme are population centres for ethnic minorities. Manchester's Irish Festival, including a St Patrick's Day parade, is one of Europe's largest. There is a well-established Chinatown in the city, which attracts large numbers of Chinese university students who contribute to Manchester having the third-largest Chinese population in Europe.




Ethnicity of Manchester, from 1971 to 2021:


	Ethnic group
	Year


	1971 estimations
	1981 estimations
	1991
	2001
	2011
	2021


	Number
	%
	Number
	%
	Number
	%
	Number
	%
	Number
	%
	Number
	%


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	White: Total
	512,936
	95.8%
	396,487
	92.1%
	353,685
	87.4%
	318,013
	81%
	335,109
	66.6%
	313,632
	56.8%


	White: British
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	292,498
	74.5%
	298,237
	59.3%
	268,572
	48.7%


	White: Irish
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	14,826
	3.8%
	11,843
	2.4%
	9,442
	1.7%


	White: Traveller of Irish heritage
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	509
	0.1%
	597
	0.1%


	White: Gypsy/Roma
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	883
	0.2%


	White: Other
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	10,689
	2.7%
	24,520
	4.9%
	34,138
	6.2%


	Asian / Asian British: Total
	–
	–
	–
	–
	26,766
	6.6%
	41,003
	10.4%
	85,986
	17.1%
	115,109
	20.9%


	Asian / Asian British: Indian
	–
	–
	–
	–
	4,404
	
	5,817
	
	11,417
	2.3%
	14,857
	2.7%


	Asian / Asian British: Pakistani
	–
	–
	–
	–
	15,360
	3.8%
	23,104
	5.9%
	42,904
	8.5%
	65,875
	11.9%


	Asian / Asian British: Bangladeshi
	–
	–
	–
	–
	2,000
	
	3,654
	
	6,437
	1.3%
	9,673
	1.8%


	Asian / Asian British: Chinese
	–
	–
	–
	–
	3,103
	
	5,126
	
	13,539
	2.7%
	12,644
	2.3%


	Asian / Asian British: Other Asians
	–
	–
	–
	–
	1,899
	
	3,302
	
	11,689
	2.3%
	12,060
	2.2%


	Black / Black British: Total
	–
	–
	–
	–
	18,898
	4.7%
	17,739
	4.5%
	43,484
	8.6%
	65,893
	12%


	Black: African
	–
	–
	–
	–
	3,465
	0.9%
	6,655
	1.7%
	25,718
	5.1%
	47,858
	8.7%


	Black: Caribbean
	–
	–
	–
	–
	10,390
	2.6%
	9,044
	2.3%
	9,642
	1.9%
	10,472
	1.9%


	Black: Other Blacks
	–
	–
	–
	–
	5,043
	
	2,040
	
	8,124
	1.6%
	7,563
	1.4%


	Mixed / British Mixed
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	12,673
	3.2%
	23,161
	4.6%
	29,026
	5.2%


	White and Black Caribbean
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	5,295
	
	8,877
	1.8%
	9,987
	1.8%


	White and Black African
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	2,412
	
	4,397
	0.9%
	5,992
	1.1%


	White and Asian
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	2,459
	
	4,791
	1%
	6,149
	1.1%


	Any other mixed background
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	2,507
	
	5,096
	1%
	6,898
	1.2%


	Other: Total
	–
	–
	–
	–
	5,517
	1.4%
	3,391
	0.9%
	15,387
	3.1%
	28,278
	5.1%


	Other: Arab
	–
	–
	–
	–
	5,517
	1.4%
	3,391
	0.9%
	9,503
	1.9%
	15,028
	2.7%


	Other: Any other ethnic group
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	5,884
	1.2%
	13,250
	2.4%


	Ethnic minority
	22,484
	4.2%
	33,944
	7.9%
	51,181
	12.6%
	74,806
	19%
	168,018
	33.4%
	238,306
	43.2%


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Total:
	535,420
	100%
	430,431
	100%
	404,866
	100%
	392,819
	100%
	503,127
	100%
	551,938
	100%



Ethnicity of school pupils


	Ethnic group
	School year


	2004/2005
	2021/2022


	Number
	%
	Number
	%


	
	
	
	
	


	White: Total
	34,860
	64%
	34,609
	37.6%


	White: British
	33,698
	61.9%
	29,591
	32.2%


	White: Irish
	373
	
	320
	0.3%


	White: Traveller of Irish heritage
	106
	
	87
	0.1%


	White: Gypsy/Roma
	23
	
	286
	0.3%


	White: Other
	658
	
	4,325
	4.7%


	Asian / Asian British: Total
	8,893
	16.3%
	23,594
	25.9%


	Asian / Asian British: Indian
	770
	
	2,163
	2.4%


	Asian / Asian British: Pakistani
	6,204
	
	15,838
	17.3%


	Asian / Asian British: Bangladeshi
	971
	
	2,157
	2.4%


	Asian / Asian British: Chinese
	390
	
	1,073
	1.2%


	Asian / Asian British: Other Asians
	558
	
	2,363
	2.6%


	Black / Black British: Total
	4,700
	8.6%
	15,699
	17.1%


	Black: Caribbean
	1,517
	
	1,324
	1.4%


	Black: African
	2,618
	
	11,014
	12.0%


	Black: Other Blacks
	564
	
	3,361
	3.7%


	Mixed / British Mixed
	3,530
	6.5%
	8,808
	9.5%


	Other: Total
	1,690
	3.1%
	7,448
	8.1%


	Unclassified
	793
	1.5%
	1,628
	1.8%


	
	
	
	
	


	Total:
	54,470
	100%
	91,786
	100%




Economy





Macroeconomic wealth



City of Manchester GVA (Balanced)
2013–2023


	Year	Manchester
GVA per head 
(£ mn)	Manchester 
GVA Growth	UK 
GVA per head 
(£ mn)	UK 
GVA growth


	2013	£34,915	 2.6%	£24,783	 3.8%


	2014	£35,718	 3.2%	£25,694	 4.5%


	2015	£36,983	 5.1%	£26,249	 2.9%


	2016	£38,612	 6.4%	£27,037	 3.8%


	2017	£42,228	 10.1%	£28,132	 4.6%


	2018	£43,423	 3.5%	£28,949	 3.4%


	2019	£46,308	 7.7%	£29,930	 3.9%


	2020	£45,482	 -1.5%	£28.402	 -4.9%


	2021	£49,639	 9.8%	£30,546	 7.9%


	2022	£56,943	 18.1%	£33,521	 10.7%


	2023	£61,859	 11.2%	£36,103	 8.8%



The Office for National Statistics does not produce economic data for the City of Manchester alone; instead it groups the city with Salford, Stockport, Tameside, and Trafford in an area named Greater Manchester South. In 2023, the area had a Gross Value Added (GVA) of £34.8billion. The economy grew relatively strongly between 2002 and 2012, when growth was 2.3% above the national average. The subsequent decade saw a further increase to 3.1% annual growth between 2015 and 2025, a rate double the UK national average.


Manchester with Salford skyline

It is ranked as a Beta– (beta minus) city by the Globalization and World Cities Research Network in their 2024 rankings, placing it second for UK cities behind London, which is A++ (the highest ranking). As the UK economy continued to recover from its 2008–2010 downturn, Manchester compared favourably: in 2012 it showed the strongest annual growth in business stock (5%) of all core cities; while its GVA per head, recorded at £61,589 in 2023, had tripled since the start of the 21st century.


The decade between 2015 and 2025 saw the economy affected by the country's withdrawal from the European Union (Brexit) and by the COVID-19 pandemic. Estimates showed a decline in economic output from COVID in the region of 9–10%, and with only 1% of firms in the city reporting a positive impact from Brexit, with 60% reporting a neutral or negative impact. The years since 2021 have seen some recovery, with forecasts for 2025–28 suggesting that growth in the region will reach 2.4% annually, exceeding the expected national growth rate of 1.6%.


Individual wealth

Some of the country's most deprived and most affluent neighbourhoods are found in Manchester, making it the most unequal local authority in Britain. As of the 2019 Indices of Multiple Deprivation, Manchester is the second most deprived local authority by rank, the sixth by score, and fifth by the proportion of Lower Layer Super Output Areas (LLSOAs) that are deprived, with 43% of its LLOAs falling among the top 10% of areas nationally by the extent of deprivation. By final ranking it is only beaten by Blackpool. As of the 2021 census, 53.5% of the over-16 population is employed, 5.7% are unemployed while actively seeking work, and 40.8% are economically inactive.


Greater Manchester is home to more multi-millionaires than anywhere outside London, with the majority resident in the city. A Henley & Partners survey undertaken in 2024 ranked the city as the second wealthiest in the UK, after London, and the fiftieth richest in the world (London ranked fifth). Women fare better in Manchester than the rest of the country in comparative pay with men. The per hours-worked gender pay gap is 3.3% compared with 11.1% for Britain. 37% of the working-age population in Manchester have degree-level qualifications, as opposed to an average of 33% across other core cities, although its schools under-perform slightly compared with the national average.


In 2013 Manchester was ranked 6th in the UK for quality of life, according to a rating of the UK's 12 largest cities. In 2025, the city overlook London in the Global Liveability Index compiled by the Economist Intelligence Unit, receiving a score of 89.3, against London's 89.2, making it "the UK's most Liveable city".


Business wealth

Deansgate Square and Elizabeth's Tower

Manchester's economy is primarily focussed on business, financial and professional services, cultural, creative and digital endeavours, advanced manufacturing and wholesale and retail. 80 of the listed companies on the FTSE 100 Index have representation in the city, and it receives a level of foreign direct investment second only to that of London. The Manchester Inward Investment Agency (MIDAS) suggests that collaboration between business, the public sector and the council, and academia (the city has the largest student population in Europe) has been central to the city's economic development. The city council's part-ownership of two of the UK's four busiest airports generates significant revenues which it deploys to fund local projects. An example is the development of the city's office accommodation market, now the UK's second largest outside London, with a quarterly office uptake (averaged over 2010–2014) of some 250,000 square feet (23,000m2) – 90,000 square feet (8,400m2) more than the nearest rival, Birmingham. By 2025 uptake had doubled to over 580,000 square feet (54,000m2). Other influencing factors include "northshoring" (from offshoring), which entails the relocation or alternative creation of jobs away from the South to areas where office space is possibly cheaper and the workforce market less saturated, and fiscal devolution, which came earlier to Manchester than to any other British city, enabling it to retain half the extra taxes it gains from transport investment.


Architecture




Central Library
Manchester's buildings display a variety of architectural styles, ranging from Victorian to contemporary architecture. The widespread use of red brick characterises the city, much of the architecture of which harks back to its days as a global centre for the cotton trade. Just outside the immediate city centre are a large number of former cotton mills, some of which have been left virtually untouched since their closure, while many have been redeveloped as apartment buildings and office space. Manchester Town Hall, in Albert Square, was built in the Gothic Revival style.


Beetham Tower

Manchester has several skyscrapers built in the 1960s and 1970s; the CIS Tower near Manchester Victoria station was the tallest until the Beetham Tower was completed in 2006. The latter exemplifies a new surge in high-rise building. It includes a Hilton hotel, a restaurant and apartments. The largest skyscraper is now Deansgate Square South Tower, at 201m (659ft). The Green Building, opposite Oxford Road station, is an eco-friendly housing project, while the recently completed One Angel Square is one of the most sustainable large buildings in the world.


One Angel Square

Landmarks

Albert Square and St Peter's Square hold many of Manchester's public monuments. Albert Square has monuments to Prince Albert, Bishop James Fraser, Oliver Heywood, William Gladstone and John Bright. Piccadilly Gardens has monuments dedicated to Queen Victoria, Robert Peel, James Watt and the Duke of Wellington. The cenotaph in St Peter's Square is Manchester's main memorial to its war dead. Designed by Edwin Lutyens, it echoes the original on Whitehall in London. The Alan Turing Memorial in Sackville Park commemorates his role as the father of modern computing. A larger-than-life statue of Abraham Lincoln by George Gray Barnard in the eponymous Lincoln Square (having stood for many years in Platt Fields) was presented to the city by Charles Phelps Taft and Anna Sinton to mark the part Lancashire played in the cotton famine and American Civil War of 1861–1865.


Adjacent to Manchester Airport is the Runway Visitor Park, an aviation centre which is the site of G-BOAC, one of the twenty Concorde aircraft built. The aircraft was the flagship of British Airways's fleet because BOAC was the initials of the British Overseas Airways Corporation. Other aircraft on display at the park are a BAE Systems Nimrod MRA4, a Hawker Siddeley Trident, a McDonnell Douglas DC-10, and a British Aerospace 146.


Heaton Park in the north of the city borough is one of the largest municipal parks in Europe, covering 610 acres (250ha) of parkland. The city has 135 parks, gardens, and open spaces. Manchester has six designated local nature reserves: Chorlton Water Park, Blackley Forest, Clayton Vale and Chorlton Ees, Ivy Green, Boggart Hole Clough and Highfield Country Park.


The city skyline as photographed in January 2020




Transport





Rail

Manchester Liverpool Road was the world's first purpose-built passenger and goods railway station and served as the Manchester terminus on the Liverpool and Manchester Railway, the first inter-city passenger railway in the world. The station opened with the railway in 1830 and closed in 1975. Since 1983 they have been part of the site of the Science and Industry Museum.


Manchester Piccadilly railway station, the busiest of the four major railway stations in the Manchester station group, with over 32million passengers using the station in 2019/20
Two of the city's four main line terminus stations, Manchester Central and Manchester Exchange, closed to passengers in 1969. Manchester Mayfield station closed to passenger services in 1960 and to freight in 1986. In 2025 Manchester City Council approved the redevelopment of the Mayfield site into a housing estate.


The Northern Hub improvement programme in the 2010s built electrification schemes into and through Manchester, organised redevelopment of Victoria station and led construction of the Ordsall Chord directly linking Victoria and Piccadilly. The city is served by its local rail network that is now working to capacity. It is also the centre of a county-wide railway network, including the West Coast Main Line, with two mainline stations: Manchester Piccadilly and Manchester Victoria. The Manchester station group – comprising Manchester Piccadilly, Manchester Victoria, Manchester Oxford Road and Deansgate – is the third busiest in the UK, with 25.8million passengers recorded in 2023/2024. The city centre, specifically the Castlefield Corridor, suffers from constrained rail capacity causing delays and cancellations – a 2024 report on reliability and punctuality at the UK's 100 busiest stations placed Manchester Oxford Road as the fifth worst-performing station, with Manchester Piccadilly in twentieth place.


Manchester Metrolink is the largest tram system in the UK, with a total route length of 64 miles (103km).
Manchester became the first city in the UK to acquire a modern light rail tram system when the Manchester Metrolink opened in 1992. In 2023–2024, 42million passenger journeys were made on the system. The system mostly runs on former commuter rail lines converted for light rail use, and crosses the city centre via on-street tram lines. The network consists of eight lines with 99 stops. Manchester city centre is also serviced by over a dozen heavy and light rail-based park and ride sites.


Bus

Buses at Piccadilly Gardens bus station
The city has one of the most extensive bus networks outside London. Before the rollout of Bee Network bus franchising across three tranches between 24 September 2023 and 5 January 2025, there were over 50 bus companies operating in the Greater Manchester region radiating from the city. In 2011, 80% of public transport journeys in Greater Manchester were made by bus, amounting to 220million passenger journeys each year.


After deregulation in 1986, the bus system was taken over by GM Buses, which after privatisation was split into GM Buses North and GM Buses South; these were taken over by First Greater Manchester and Stagecoach Manchester respectively. Much of the First Greater Manchester business was sold to Diamond North West and Go North West in 2019. Stagecoach Manchester, one of the Stagecoach Group's largest subsidiaries and formerly the largest bus operator in Greater Manchester, operates a two-route zero-fare free bus network, which runs between the city's business districts and major transport hubs.


Air



Manchester Airport from above
Manchester Airport is the third busiest in the United Kingdom, with over double the number of annual passengers of the next busiest non-London airport. Some 49 airlines operate from the airport, serving just under 200 destinations. It is the only airport in the UK outside London to have two fully-operational runways. It is a "Category 10" airport, able to handle "Code F" aircraft, including the Airbus A380, one of only 17 airports in the world and one of only three UK airports to operate the A380.


A smaller Manchester Barton Aerodrome exists 9.3km (6mi) to the west of Manchester city centre. It was Manchester's first municipal airport, site of the first air traffic control tower in the UK, and the first municipal airfield to be licensed by the Air Ministry. Private charter flights and general aviation use City. It also has a flight school, and both the Greater Manchester Police Air Support Unit and the North West Air Ambulance have helicopters based there.


Canal

An extensive canal network passes through Manchester including the Ashton Canal, Rochdale Canal and Bridgewater Canal – all of which end in Manchester city centre. The canals are still maintained, though now largely repurposed for leisure use. The Manchester Ship Canal, which was built to carry freight from the Industrial Revolution onward, ends in neighbouring Salford before linking with the River Irwell which runs through the north of the city.


Cycling


Cycling for transportation and leisure is popular in Manchester, and the city plays a major role in British cycle racing. As of 2023, 2% of journeys in Manchester are made by bicycle, with cycle routes being integrated into Manchester's multimodal Bee Network alongside walking, train, tram, and bus routes.


Culture





Music



Manchester acts of the 1960s include the Hollies, Herman's Hermits, and Davy Jones of the Monkees, and the earlier Bee Gees, who grew up in Chorlton. In the 1980s the city was credited as the main driving force behind British indie music led by The Smiths, later including The Stone Roses, Happy Mondays, and James. The later groups came from the Madchester scene that centred on The Haçienda nightclub developed by the founder of Factory Records, Tony Wilson. The former Smiths frontman Morrissey, whose lyrics often refer to Manchester, later found international success as a solo artist. Oasis formed in Manchester in 1991. Rap artists from Manchester include Bugzy Malone, Aitch, and Meekz.


Brass band music, a tradition in the north of England, is important to Manchester's musical heritage; some of the UK's leading bands, such as the CWS Manchester Band and the Fairey Band, are from Manchester and surrounding areas, and the Whit Friday brass-band contest takes place annually in the neighbouring areas of Saddleworth and Tameside.


The Manchester Arena, the city's premier indoor multi-use venue and one of the largest purpose-built arenas in Europe
Manchester's main pop music venue is Manchester Arena, voted "International Venue of the Year" in 2007. With over 21,000 seats, it is the second largest arena of its type in Europe. In terms of concertgoers, as of 2008 it is the busiest indoor arena in the world. Other venues include Manchester Apollo, Albert Hall, Victoria Warehouse, Manchester Academy and the Co-op Live arena, the latter being the largest indoor arena in the UK by capacity, and the third largest in the world. Smaller venues include the Band on the Wall, the Night and Day Café, the Ruby Lounge, The Deaf Institute, and Gorilla. Manchester also has the most indie and rock music events outside London.


Co-Op Live Arena

Manchester has two symphony orchestras, The Hallé and the BBC Philharmonic, and a chamber orchestra, the Manchester Camerata. In the 1950s, the city was home to a "Manchester School" of classical composers, which comprised Harrison Birtwistle, Peter Maxwell Davies, David Ellis and Alexander Goehr. Manchester is a centre for musical education with the Royal Northern College of Music and Chetham's School of Music. Forerunners of the RNCM were the Northern School of Music (founded 1920) and the Royal Manchester College of Music (founded 1893), which merged in 1973. The main classical music venue was the Free Trade Hall on Peter Street until the opening in 1996 of the 2,500 seat Bridgewater Hall.


Performing arts

The Royal Exchange, whose eponymous theatre is the largest of its kind in the UK
Manchester is a cultural centre for theatre and the performing arts, with several large venues including the Manchester Opera House, which features large-scale touring shows and West End productions; the Palace Theatre, which despite near-closure in the 1970s is now one of the most successful in the country; and the Royal Exchange Theatre in Manchester's former cotton exchange, the largest theatre in the round in the UK. Smaller venues include the Contact Theatre. The Dancehouse on Oxford Road is dedicated to dance productions. In 2014, HOME, an arts complex with two theatre spaces, five cinemas and an art exhibition space, opened; it replaced the Cornerhouse and The Library Theatre. Since 2007, the city has hosted the Manchester International Festival, a biennial international arts festival focusing on original work.


Museums and galleries

The National Football Museum
The Science and Industry Museum, housed in the former Liverpool Road railway station, has a collection of steam locomotives, industrial machinery, aircraft and a replica of Manchester Baby, the world's first stored computer. The Museum of Transport displays a collection of historic buses and trams. The Manchester Museum, opened to the public in the 1880s, has Egyptology and natural history collections. Other local exhibition spaces and museums include the National Football Museum at Urbis, Castlefield Gallery, the Manchester Costume Gallery at Platt Fields Park, the People's History Museum and the Manchester Jewish Museum. A reconstructed part of the Roman fort of Mamucium is open to the public in Castlefield.

Manchester Art Gallery
The municipally owned Manchester Art Gallery houses a permanent collection of European painting and one of Britain's main collections of Pre-Raphaelite paintings. The Whitworth Art Gallery displays modern art, sculpture and textiles and was voted Museum of the Year in 2015. The work of Stretford-born painter L. S. Lowry, known for "matchstick" paintings of industrial Manchester and Salford, can be seen in the City and Whitworth Manchester galleries.


Literature

Gaskell House, where Mrs Gaskell wrote most of her novels. The house is now a museum.
Manchester is a UNESCO City of Literature known for a "radical literary history". 19th-century works highlighted the changes that industrialisation had brought to the city, including Elizabeth Gaskell's novel Mary Barton: A Tale of Manchester Life (1848), and Letitia Landon's poetical illustration Manchester (1835). The Condition of the Working Class in England in 1844 was written about the city by Friedrich Engels while resident. Manchester was the meeting place of Engels and Karl Marx, where the two began writing The Communist Manifesto in Chetham's Library. The John Rylands Library holds a collection of early printing including the Rylands Library Papyrus P52, believed to be the earliest extant New Testament text.


The novel Hard Times (1854) by Charles Dickens is reputed to have been set in Manchester and Preston. Jane Eyre was written by Charlotte Brontë in 1846, while she was staying in her lodgings in Hulme. She probably envisioned Manchester Cathedral churchyard as the burial place for Jane's parents and the birthplace of Jane herself.


Gaskell penned all her novels but Mary Barton at her home in 84 Plymouth Grove, Manchester. Her house would host influential authors of the time, such as Dickens, Brontë, Harriet Beecher Stowe and Charles Eliot Norton. Isabella Banks was born in the city and wrote The Manchester Man (1876). Author Frances Hodgson Burnett was born in the city's Cheetham Hill district in 1849. Anthony Burgess is among the 20th-century writers who lived in Manchester, writing the dystopian satire A Clockwork Orange in 1962. Dame Carol Ann Duffy, Poet Laureate from 2009 to 2019, moved to the city in 1996 and lives in West Didsbury, a village contiguous within the city.


Nightlife

The night-time economy of Manchester has expanded significantly since 1993, with investment from breweries in bars, public houses and clubs, along with active support from the local authorities. The more than 500 licensed premises in the city centre have a capacity to serve more than 250,000 visitors, with 110,000–130,000 people visiting on a typical weekend night, making Manchester the most popular city for events at 79 per thousand people. The night-time economy has a value of about £100million, and supports 12,000 jobs. In 2024, Manchester was voted the 8th best city in the world for nightlife, with voters highlighting its variety and inclusivity for different tastes and backgrounds.


Canal Street, the centre of Manchester's gay village

Gay village


Public houses in the Canal Street area have had an LGBTQ+ clientele since at least 1940 and now form the centre of Manchester's LGBTQ+ community and gay village. Critics of the area have described it as a "gay ghetto" and argued that its general popularity has led to a decreased focus on LGBTQ rights and inclusion. Since the opening of new bars and clubs, the area attracts 20,000 visitors each weekend and hosted the Manchester Pride festival each August since 1985. Despite its high attendance, Manchester Pride received criticism from within the LGBT community dating as far back as 2007 due to its decisions on where to spend its revenue.


Education



Schooling

The original building of Manchester Grammar School
In 2019, the Manchester Local Education Authority (LEA) was ranked second to last out of Greater Manchester's ten LEAs and 140th out of 151 in the country LEAs based on the percentage of pupils attaining grades 4 or above in English and mathematics GCSEs (General Certificate of Secondary Education) with 56.2% compared with the national average of 64.9%. Of the 63 secondary schools in the LEA, four had 80% or more pupils achieving Grade 4 or above in English and maths GCSEs: Manchester High School for Girls, The King David High School, Manchester Islamic High School for Girls, and Kassim Darwish Grammar School for Boys. The Manchester Grammar School, established in 1515 in the city, is the largest private day school for boys in the United Kingdom.


Higher education

There are three universities in the City of Manchester: the University of Manchester, Manchester Metropolitan University and the Royal Northern College of Music. The three universities are grouped around Oxford Road on the southern side of the city centre, which forms Europe's largest urban higher-education precinct. They have a combined population of over 80,000 students as of 2022.


Whitworth Building, University of Manchester

The interior of the hall in the Whitworth Building

The University of Manchester is the second largest full-time non-collegiate university in the United Kingdom, and was created in 2004 through the merger of Victoria University of Manchester and the University of Manchester Institute of Science and Technology. The University of Manchester also includes the Manchester Business School, which offered the first Master of Business Administration course in the UK in 1965. It is one of the 24 universities that form the Russell Group, having been a founding member in 1994. The university has been the site of scientific developments: Ernest Rutherford led a team which first discovered the nuclear atom and inaugurated the beginnings of nuclear physics in 1919; Frederic C. Williams, Tom Kilburn and Geoff Tootill developed the world's first stored-program computer, the Manchester Baby, in 1948; and Andre Geim and Konstantin Novoselov first isolated graphene in 2004.


Brooks Building, Manchester Metropolitan University

Manchester Metropolitan University was formed as Manchester Polytechnic on the merger of three colleges in 1970. It gained university status in 1992, and in the same year absorbed Crewe and Alsager College of Higher Education in South Cheshire. The Cheshire campus permanently closed in 2019. The University of Law, the largest provider of vocation legal training in Europe, has a campus in the city.


Sport



The Etihad Stadium is home to Premier League club Manchester City F.C. and host stadium for the 2002 Commonwealth Games.
Two Premier League football clubs bear the city's name – Manchester City and Manchester United. Manchester City's home is the City of Manchester Stadium in east Manchester, built for the 2002 Commonwealth Games and then reconfigured as a football ground in 2003. Manchester United, despite originating in Manchester, have been based in the neighbouring borough of Trafford since 1910. Their stadium Old Trafford is adjacent to Lancashire County Cricket Club ground, also called Old Trafford. The cricket club has strong association with Manchester due to proximity to the city and Manchester historically being part of Lancashire.


Sporting facilities built for the 2002 Commonwealth Games include the City of Manchester Stadium, National Squash Centre and Manchester Aquatics Centre. Manchester has competed twice to host the Olympic Games, beaten by Atlanta for 1996 and Sydney for 2000. The National Cycling Centre includes a velodrome, BMX Arena and Mountainbike trials, and is the home of British Cycling, UCI ProTeam Team Sky and Sky Track Cycling. The Manchester Velodrome, built as a part of the bid for the 2000 games, has become a catalyst for British success in cycling.


The velodrome hosted the UCI Track Cycling World Championships for a record third time in 2008. The National Indoor BMX Arena (2,000 capacity) adjacent to the velodrome opened in 2011. The Manchester Arena hosted the FINA World Swimming Championships in 2008. Manchester hosted the 2008 World Squash Championships, the 2010 World Lacrosse Championship, the 2013 Ashes series, the 2013 Rugby League World Cup, the 2015 Rugby World Cup, the 2019 Ashes series, and the 2019 Cricket World Cup.


Media





Print

The 1930s Art Deco Express Building on Great Ancoats Street, a remnant of Britain's "second Fleet Street"
The Guardian newspaper was founded in the city in 1821 as The Manchester Guardian. Until 2008, its head office was still in the city, though many of its management functions were moved to London in 1964. For many years most national newspapers had offices in Manchester: The Daily Telegraph, Daily Express, Daily Mail, Daily Mirror, The Sun. At its height, 1,500 journalists were employed, earning the city the nickname "second Fleet Street". In the 1980s the titles closed their northern offices and centred their operations in London.


An attempt to launch a Northern daily newspaper, the North West Times, employing journalists made redundant by other titles, closed in 1988. Another attempt was made with the North West Enquirer, which hoped to provide a true "regional" newspaper for the North West, much in the same vein as the Yorkshire Post does for Yorkshire or The Northern Echo does for the North East; it folded in October 2006.


The main regional newspaper in the city is the Manchester Evening News, which was for over 80 years the sister publication of The Manchester Guardian. The Manchester Evening News has the largest circulation of a UK regional evening newspaper and is distributed free of charge in the city centre on Thursdays and Fridays, but paid for in the suburbs. Despite its title, it is available all day. Several local weekly free papers are distributed by the MEN group. The Metro North West is available free at Metrolink stops, rail stations and other busy locations.


Film and television

MediaCityUK

Manchester has been a centre of television broadcasting since the 1950s, with several television studios in operation. The ITV franchise Granada Television has been based in Manchester since 1954. Now based at MediaCityUK, the company's former headquarters at Granada Studios on Quay Street with its distinctive illuminated sign were a prominent landmark on the Manchester skyline for several decades. Granada produces Coronation Street, local news and programmes for North West England. Manchester is also covered by an internet television channel called Manchester TV.


With the growth in regional television in the 1950s, Manchester became one of the BBC's three main centres in England. In 1954, the BBC opened its first regional BBC Television studio outside London, Dickenson Road Studios, in a converted Methodist chapel in Rusholme. The first edition of Top of the Pops was broadcast there on New Year's Day 1964. From 1975, BBC programmes including Mastermind and Real Story were made at New Broadcasting House on Oxford Road. Cutting It and The Street were set in Manchester, as was Life on Mars. Manchester was the regional base for BBC One North West Region programmes before it relocated to MediaCityUK.


Radio

Manchester has a large number of licensed radio stations, including a range of local stations such as BBC Radio Manchester, Hits Radio Manchester, Capital Manchester and Lancashire, Greatest Hits Radio Manchester & The North West, Heart North West, Smooth North West, Gold, and Radio X. It has over 28 DAB stations, which Digital Radio UK suggests make Manchester the world's largest DAB multiplex. Student radio stations include Fuse FM at the University of Manchester and MMU Radio at the Manchester Metropolitan University. A community radio network is coordinated by Radio Regen, with stations covering Ardwick, Longsight and Levenshulme (All FM 96.9) and Wythenshawe (Wythenshawe FM 97.2).


International relations

The expansion of international trade links during the Industrial Revolution led to the introduction of the first consuls in the 1820s and since then over 800, from all parts of the world, have been based in Manchester. Manchester hosts consular services for most of the north of England.


Sister cities

Manchester has been twinned with Chemnitz, Germany since 1983, and Wuhan, China since 1986. Greater Manchester is twinned with Osaka, Japan, since 2025 and also cooperates with numerous other cities.


Friendship agreements

In addition to its sister cities, Manchester has friendly relations with:


	Aalborg, Denmark

	Aarhus, Denmark

	Córdoba, Spain

	Faisalabad, Pakistan (1997)

	Gumi, South Korea

	Haidian (Beijing), China

	Kagoshima, Japan

	Los Angeles, United States (2009)

	Rehovot, Israel





Diplomatic missions

Manchester has the largest group of consulates in England outside London. The current consulate-generals, unless otherwise noted, are:

	Bangladesh (Assistant High Commission)

	China (Consulate)

	Czech Republic

	Greece

	Hungary

	India

	Iraq

	Ireland

	Italy (Consulate)

	Libya

	Pakistan

	Poland

	Portugal

	Romania

	Spain

	Turkey







Original: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manchester
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The Battle of Trapani was a naval battle that took place on 23 June 1266 off Trapani, Sicily, between the fleets of the Republic of Genoa and the Republic of Venice, as part of the War of Saint Sabas (1256–1270). During the war, the Venetians held the upper hand in naval confrontations, forcing the Genoese to resort to commerce raiding and avoiding fleet battles. In the 1266 campaign, the Genoese had an advantage in numbers, but this was not known to the Genoese commander, Lanfranco Borbonino. As a result, the Genoese tarried at Corsica until the end of May. The Venetian fleet under Jacopo Dondulo was left to sail back and forth, awaiting the appearance of the Genoese fleet in the waters around southern Italy and Sicily. Fearing that the other side had more ships, both sides reinforced their fleets with additional ships, but the Genoese retained a small numerical advantage.


The two fleets met near Trapani in Sicily on 22 June. After learning of the Venetian fleet's smaller size, the Genoese war council resolved to attack, but during the night Borbonino reversed the decision and instead ordered his ships to take up a defensive position, bound together with chains, near the shore. As the Venetian fleet attacked the next day, many of the Genoese crews, mostly hired foreigners, lost heart and abandoned their ships. The battle was a crushing Venetian victory, as they sank or captured the entire Genoese fleet. On their return to Genoa, Borbonino and most of his captains were tried and fined large sums for cowardice. Despite the loss, Genoa continued the war, in which neither side was able to gain a decisive advantage, until it was ended through French mediation in 1270.


Background

The War of Saint Sabas between the rival Italian maritime republics of Venice and Genoa broke out in 1256 over access to and control of the ports and markets of the Eastern Mediterranean. In the Battle of Acre in 1258 and again in the Battle of Settepozzi in 1263, the Venetian navy demonstrated its superiority over its Genoese counterpart. Consequently, the Genoese avoided direct confrontations with the Venetian battle fleet. Instead, they engaged in commerce raiding against the Venetian merchant convoys. This type of warfare is exemplified by the Battle of Saseno in August 1264, when the annual Venetian trade convoy (muda) to the Levant was captured by the Genoese.


At the same time, the Venetians' diplomatic position improved, as the Byzantine emperor, Michael VIII Palaiologos, broke his treaty of alliance with Genoa as a result of the poor Genoese performance against Venice. In 1264, he expelled the Genoese from Constantinople and sought a rapprochement with Venice that culminated in a provisional non-aggression pact in 1265, although it was not ratified until three years later. 1265 saw no major combat at sea and the Venetian fleet of 16 galleys under the admiral Giovanni Delfino successfully escorted the year's trade convoy to the Levant and back to Venice. The Genoese fleet of ten galleys, under the prominent nobleman Simone Guercio, had tarried in sailing until the Venetians were already back in the Adriatic Sea. According to the naval historian Camillo Manfroni, there were two reasons why warfare was conducted in such an almost desultory manner: both sides faced severe financial shortages, and furthermore, were confronted with the landing in Italy of the ambitious French prince, Charles of Anjou, leading both naval powers to adopt a cautious stance.


Opening moves

For the 1266 raiding campaign, Genoa prepared a fleet comprising 18 galleys and a large nave under Lanfranco Borbonino. As the fleet departed for Corsica in late April, news arrived of increased Venetian naval strength, and nine more galleys were ordered into action; they joined the rest of the fleet at Bonifacio in May.


In reality, the Venetian fleet only counted 15 galleys according to the Venetian chronicler Martino da Canal (the Genoese Annali Genovesi report only ten). Jacopo Dondulo (often erroneously called Dandolo), an experienced sailor who was said to "know the harbours and holes where the Genoese lay in hiding", was appointed as its commander. Due to financial constraints, the bulk of the fleet was to be furnished by the Venetian colonies—four galleys from Crete, three galleys from Zara, and three galleys and a galleot (a type of light galley) from Negroponte—while only four galleys were equipped in Venice itself.


Dondulo led his fleet to Tunis, where they captured a Genoese ship in a night attack, removed its crew and cargo, and burned it. The next day, a small merchant vessel from Savona was likewise captured. On the way back to Messina, the Venetians encountered and defeated a pirate squadron of two galleys and a saetta from the Genoese port of Porto Venere, capturing one of the galleys with most of its crew.


The Venetians may have hoped to encounter the Genoese battle fleet at or near the Straits of Messina, but luckily for them, given the actual strength of the two fleets, the Genoese remained at Bonifacio. The Venetians, after unloading their booty at Messina, set sail for Venice. In the meantime, news had reached Venice of the large Genoese fleet, and a further 10 galleys under the veteran commander Marco Gradenigo had been dispatched to join Dondulo. The two squadrons met at Ragusa, and their commanders decided to return to Sicily to search for the Genoese fleet. Faced with the apparent inactivity of the Genoese, which recalled the previous year, many of the Venetian patricians serving with the fleet were growing anxious to leave so that they could participate in the summer trade convoy which would soon depart for the Levant, so the Venetian fleet had to stop at Apulia—likely at Gallipoli—and allow them to disembark and make their way to Venice overland.


Battle

[image: Coloured woodcut image of a catapult-bearing galley in a sea battle]A 13th-century Venetian galley, woodcut by Quinto Cenni
[image: Painting of a large-hulled, lateen-sailed ship amidst a fleet of smaller vessels]A Genoese nave, painting by Quinto Cenni

In the meantime, Borbonino received reports that the Venetians had assembled 30 galleys or even more, though in reality he had a slight numerical advantage. As a result, he decided to abandon the nave, and distribute its crew to the other vessels to enhance their combat strength. In early June, Borbonino led his fleet out of Bonifacio to confront the Venetians. On 22 June, the Genoese were at Trapani, when they received intelligence that the Venetian fleet was at Marsala nearby, and that it was smaller than Borbonino had feared. Borbonino convened a council of war, comprising the three councillors appointed to advise the fleet commander, and all the galley captains. The Genoese captains did not trust their crews, many of whom, according to the sources, were Lombards and other foreigners hired as substitutes by Genoese citizens eager to avoid the hardships and dangers of rowing in a war galley. As a result, the council resolved to attack the Venetians from the direction of the open sea, so that the crews would not be tempted to abandon their posts and swim for the shore.


However, shortly afterwards, Borbonino decided otherwise. Possibly influenced by previous Venetian victories in open combat, he decided to adopt a purely defensive position, chaining his ships together, with their sterns turned to the safety of the shore, and their prows directed seaward. This tactic offered many advantages to the defender, especially, according to historian John Dotson, "in the face of a more skillful, aggressive opponent": it ensured that his fleet would not be flanked or split apart, and that reinforcements could be quickly moved to any threatened ship. On the other hand, it presupposed that the defenders would possess discipline and steadfastness. To further bolster his crews, Borbonino hired large numbers of local Trapanese, offering them one gold agostaro coin per day.


Borbonino's order was carried out during the night, and when, next day, the Venetian fleet arrived at Trapani, they found the Genoese galleys bound and chained together. Taking this as a sign of poor morale among their opponents, and despite the contrary wind, the Venetians eagerly advanced upon the Genoese, raising loud shouts to further discourage them. Twice the Venetian attempts to break the Genoese line failed, but on the third attempt they succeeded in detaching three Genoese galleys from the main body. The Genoese had tried to counter the Venetian attacks by setting a burning raft adrift against their enemy's ships, but when they saw the Venetian success, panic began to spread among the Genoese crews. Already disheartened by their commander's apparent lack of confidence, the Genoese began to abandon their ships and swim ashore to safety, so that in the end the Venetians were able to capture all 27 Genoese galleys, as well as those of the crew who remained behind. The Venetians towed 24 of the captured galleys away, while three were burned on the spot. Many Genoese were killed, including some 1,200 drowned; 600 were taken captive.


Aftermath

Borbonino and his officers were able to escape, but once the news of the battle arrived in Genoa, they were tried for cowardice and incompetence. On 25 July, all except for five of the galley captains were found guilty, and sentenced to confiscation of their goods and banishment, which could only be lifted after paying heavy fines. Borbonino was sentenced to a fine of 10,000 Genoese pounds to lift his banishment, his councillors—Rinaldo Cebà and Bonavia Conte da Noli are named—to 3,000 (or 2,000, according to the Annali Genovesi) pounds, and the galley captains—only one, Ogerio Vacca, is named—1,000 pounds. All were likewise condemned to recompense the Republic for its expenses in equipping the fleet. Indeed, while da Canal provides a vivid and detailed account of the battle, the Annali Genovesi simply report that the Genoese crews abandoned their ships, almost as soon as the Venetians were sighted. Manfroni comments that the Genoese government and its chronicler were probably eager to put the entire blame of the defeat on Borbonino's shoulders and excuse the disaster through his supposed cowardice.


On the Venetian side, Dondulo was acclaimed a hero on his return to Venice in July, towing the captured ships, and was duly elected as Captain General of the Sea, Venice's highest naval command position. He soon fell out with Doge Reniero Zeno, however: the Doge insisted that the fleet restrict itself to escorting the merchant convoys, whereas Dondulo strongly supported the idea that the fleet should, rather than return to Venice once the convoys were safely under way, remain at sea seeking to attack Genoese shipping. As a result of this disagreement, Dondulo resigned and was replaced by his lieutenant, Marco Zeno.


The Venetian triumph at Trapani did not immediately affect the course of the war. Genoa was still capable of quickly replenishing its losses; already in August, another Genoese fleet of 25 ships under Oberto D'Oria, a member of the powerful Doria family and future ruler of Genoa, set sail and made for the Adriatic. Furthermore, given that the cause and objective of the conflict was commercial, neither side entertained the thought of attempting to sail against the other's core territory for an all-out blow. The stalemate between the two powers continued, until King Louis IX of France, keen to use the Venetian and Genoese fleets in his planned Eighth Crusade, coerced both to sign a five-year-truce in the Treaty of Cremona in 1270.




Original: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Trapani
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en.wikipedia.org · Sporting event delegation · Featured Jun 24






Vatican City competed as guests at the 2022 Mediterranean Games, which were held in Oran, Algeria, from 25 June to 6 July 2022. The nation's appearance at these games marked its debut in the Mediterranean Games, and its debut in any international multi-sport event. The team consisted of one athlete, long-distance runner Sara Carnicelli, and two officials, undersecretary of the Dicastery for Culture and Education Melchor Sánchez de Toca Alameda and coach and technical director of Vatican Athletics Claudio Carmosino. Middle-distance runner Simone Adamoli was supposed to join the delegation but withdrew before the Games had started.


In 2019, the Vatican Athletics federation had been established by an agreement between the Vatican and the Italian National Olympic Committee to enable possible participation at international sporting tournaments such as the Summer Olympics and Mediterranean Games. Plans to compete at the 2021 Games of the Small States of Europe were halted although the federation was later invited by the Organizing Committee of the 2022 Mediterranean Games to send a guest delegation. There, Carnicelli competed in the women's half marathon and unofficially placed ninth in the event.


Background

Vatican City and the Italian National Olympic Committee (CONI) had an agreement to set up an official athletics team to allow the nation to possibly be represented in international sporting competitions such as the Summer Olympics and Mediterranean Games. Prior to this, delegations from Vatican City were present at the 2016 Summer Olympics and 2018 Winter Olympics as observers. The Vatican Athletics federation was established on 10 January 2019 through the agreement, with initial accredited members that included Swiss Guards, nuns, priests, museum workers, and maintenance workers, as well as two migrant Muslim Africans as honorary members. Although not affiliated with World Athletics, the organization is affiliated with the Italian Athletics Federation. It is the first sports team to have legal status and is the first official sporting association within the nation.


Through Vatican Athletics, a delegation representing the nation was present at the 2019 Games of the Small States of Europe in Budva but was only allowed to observe as they were barred from competing due to the absence of a National Olympic Committee. A team representing the nation were set to compete at the 2021 Games of the Small States of Europe to be held in Andorra la Vella through a partnership with CONI signed in 2018, but the event was cancelled due to the COVID-19 pandemic and to avoid scheduling conflicts with the 2020 Summer Olympics, which were rescheduled to be held in 2021 in Tokyo. Vatican delegations were also present at the 2021 and 2022 editions of the Championships of the Small States of Europe, an athletics competition organized by the Athletic Association of Small States of Europe, albeit in a non-scoring manner as they were invited as guests rather than official participants.


The 2022 Mediterranean Games were originally scheduled to take place from 25 June to 5 July 2021 in Oran, Algeria, but were rescheduled to 25 June to 5 July 2022 due to COVID-19. This edition of the Games marked Vatican City's first appearance at the Mediterranean Games and the first time the nation competed at a multi-sport event, albeit as a guest team.


Delegation

A guest delegation representing Vatican City through Vatican Athletics was invited by the Organizing Committee of the 2022 Mediterranean Games, a decision supported by the president of the International Committee of Mediterranean Games, Davide Tizzano. To compete as a member of Vatican Athletics, athletes had to either be: citizens of the nation, priests or students aspiring to be priests directly connected to the nation, an employee, or the relative of an employee working inside the nation.


Italian runners Simone Adamoli, the son of an employee at the Governor's Palace, and Sara Carnicelli, the daughter of an administrative employee, were initially entered as the two athletes of the team. Adamoli and Carnicelli previously represented the nation, competing at different editions of the Championships of the Small States of Europe. Adamoli did not earn a podium finish in his event though Carnicelli became the first unofficial international medalist for the nation when she won a bronze medal in the women's 5,000 metres. Because of an agreement with the European Athletic Association and the Athletic Association of Small States of Europe, she had to give the bronze medal to Roberta Schembri of Malta, who finished in fourth place; she was then awarded an honorary medal.


Shortly before the beginning of the Games, Adamoli withdrew from his event. This left a final delegation comprising three people: Carnicelli, coach and technical director of Vatican Athletics Claudio Carmosino, and Melchor Sánchez de Toca Alameda, the head of the sports department and undersecretary of the Dicastery for Culture and Education. For her preparations for the women's half marathon at the Games, Carnicelli trained in Cecchignola, Rome, with help from the Centro Sportivo Esercito, as Vatican City did not own adequate sporting facilities. The delegation flew to Oran alongside the Italian delegation through a charter flight provided by ITA Airways.


Athletics


[image: The interior of a sports stadium]Miloud Hadefi Stadium, the end point of the half marathon races

The half marathon events were held on an urban racing circuit leading up to Miloud Hadefi Stadium, the main venue of the athletics events at the Games. Carnicelli competed in her event at 8:00a.m. on 30June against twelve other athletes. She finished with a time of 1:17:21, though her result was not officially recorded, as the nation was invited as a non-scoring competitor. Had the nation been an official participant, she would have placed ninth overall. Giovanna Epis of Italy won the gold medal in the event in a time of 1:13:47.



	Key


	DNS = Did not start





Athletics summary

	Athlete
	Event
	Heat
	Final


	Result
	Rank
	Result
	Rank


	Simone Adamoli
	—N/a
	DNS
	—


	Sara Carnicelli
	Women's half marathon
	—N/a
	1:17:21
	—N/a




Legacy

In an interview after the Games with Matt Nelsen of Infobae, de Toca commented on the possibility of the nation's integration with the Olympic Movement and likened it to the Holy See's status in the United Nations as a permanent observer state. He further stated that the nation's goal was to participate in international sport with "some significance" outside of competitive play. The sovereign of Vatican City, Pope Francis, thanked the organizers for their invitation of Vatican Athletics. During a Mass held in Oran, he spoke about multiple philosophies of sport such as sports' role in diplomacy and interfaith dialogue.


Carnicelli continued to represent Vatican Athletics until she transferred to the athletics club Imperiali Atletica in 2024. Vatican City was represented by Vatican Athletics at the 2024 Championships of the Small States of Europe in a non-scoring manner. There, Giuseppe Zapparata unofficially placed third in the men's 110 metres hurdles. In future competition, Vatican Athletics had announced a possible participation at the 2026 Mediterranean Games through the Holy See Press Office in 2019.




Original: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vatican_City_at_the_2022_Mediterranean_Games
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Augustus (born Gaius Octavius; 23 September 63BC – 19 August AD14), also known as Octavian (Latin: Octavianus), was the founder of the Roman Empire and the first Roman emperor from 27BC until his death in AD14. The reign of Augustus initiated an imperial cult and an era of imperial peace (the Pax Romana or Pax Augusta) when the Roman world was largely free of armed conflict. The principate, a style of government in which the emperor showed nominal deference to the Senate, was established during his reign and lasted until the Crisis of the Third Century.


Octavian was born into an equestrian branch of the gens Octavia. Octavian's great-uncle, the dictator Julius Caesar, named him as his primary heir in his will, and after Caesar's assassination in 44 BC, Octavian inherited his estate and assumed his name. He fought for the loyalty of Caesar's legions. He was made a senator during a state emergency and seized power by marching on Rome in 43BC, becoming its youngest elected consul. He, Mark Antony, and Marcus Lepidus formed a triumvirate regime with legally sanctioned powers to outlaw and oppose Caesar's assassins and their allies. Following their victory at the Battle of Philippi in 42BC, the triumvirate divided the Roman Republic among themselves and ruled as de facto oligarchs. Competing ambitions eventually tore their alliance apart; Octavian had Lepidus exiled in 36BC for opposing him in Sicily, while Marcus Agrippa, Octavian's naval commander, defeated Antony in Greece at the Battle of Actium in 31BC. Antony and his wife Cleopatra, the Ptolemaic queen of Egypt, killed themselves during Octavian's invasion of Egypt, which then became Octavian's personal property.


After the demise of the triumvirate, Augustus reached an accord with the remaining Roman elite: he would restore the facade of a free republic, centered around the Senate, the executive magistrates and the legislative assemblies. But his control of the military and half of Rome's provinces meant he maintained autocratic power legitimized by his appointment as commander-in-chief of most Roman armies. To avoid the appearance of monarchy or dictatorship, he eventually refused to stand for reelection to the consulship, but the Senate granted him the powers of the tribunate and censorship and the titles princeps ('first citizen'), augustus ('the revered'), and pater patriae (lit.'father of the country'), and named the month of August after him. After the death of Lepidus, Augustus also assumed the title of pontifex maximus ('supreme pontiff').


Augustus dramatically enlarged the Empire, annexing Egypt, Dalmatia, Pannonia, Noricum, and Raetia, expanding possessions in Africa, and completing the conquest of Hispania. His expansionism, however, suffered a major setback in Germania. Beyond the frontiers, he secured the empire with a buffer region of client states and negotiated peace treaties with the Parthian Empire and Kingdom of Kush. He reformed the Roman system of taxation and currency, developed networks of roads with an official courier system, established a standing professional army, established the Praetorian Guard as well as official police and fire-fighting services for the city of Rome, and renovated much of the city during his reign. Augustus was a writer and patron of poets such as Virgil, and has been featured in various works of art from ancient to modern times. He died in AD14 at age 75 from natural causes, and the Senate posthumously deified him. Persistent rumors have claimed his wife Livia poisoned him. He was succeeded as emperor by his stepson and adoptive son Tiberius.


Name

Augustus (/ɔːˈɡʌstəs/ aw-GUST-əs) was known by many names throughout his life:

	Gaius Octavius: (/ɒkˈteɪviəs/ ok-TAY-vee-əs; Latin:[ˈɡaːiʊsɔkˈtaːwiʊs]). According to Suetonius, Octavius received the cognomen Thurinus (Latin:[tʰuːˈriːnʊs], 'of Thurii') in his infancy to commemorate his father's victory over followers of Spartacus at Thurii. Marcus Junius Brutus, the assassin of Octavian's adoptive father Julius Caesar, rejected Octavian's claim to testamentary adoption by Caesar by referring to him as Octavius.

	Gaius Julius Caesar: After Julius Caesar named Octavius his heir in 44BC, Octavius took Caesar's nomen and cognomen. Historians often distinguished him from the late Caesar by adding Octavianus (Latin:[ɔktaːwiˈaːnʊs]) after the name, denoting that he was a former member of the gens Octavia. There is no evidence that Augustus did this himself, although some of his contemporaries called him Gaius Octavius, Gaius Julius Caesar Octavianus, or "young Caesar". Historians usually refer to him as Octavian (/ɒkˈteɪviən/ ok-TAY-vee-ən) for the period between 44 and 27BC.

	Imperator Caesar: Octavian's early coins and inscriptions all refer to him as Gaius Caesar, but by 38BC he had replaced Gaius with the victory title imperator ('commander'). His family line continued the use of the name Caesar, a cognomen for one branch of the Julian family, and eventually this formed a standard imperial title.

	Imperator Caesar Augustus: In 27BC the Senate granted him the honorific Augustus (Latin:[au̯ˈɡʊstʊs]) ('the revered'). Historians use this name, or its converse Augustus Caesar, to refer to him from 27BC until his death in AD14.



Early life




[image: Bust of Augustus as a young Gaius Octavius]An idealized Roman sculpted portrait of Octavius as a teenager, possibly produced posthumously or when he was much older, now located in the Vatican Museums

Octavian was born as Gaius Octavius in Rome on 23 September 63BC, at a family property on the Palatine Hill. His father, Gaius Octavius, came from a moderately wealthy equestrian family of the gens Octavia. He ascended the cursus honorum and served as a proconsular governor of Macedonia. His family was from Velitrae, near Rome, where his son spent part of his childhood. The younger Octavius's mother, Atia, was a niece of Julius Caesar.


[image: Ancient Roman coin depicting Julius Caesar on the obverse and Venus holding a scepter on the reverse]Denarius from 44BC, showing Julius Caesar on the obverse and the goddess Venus on the reverse of the coin. Caption: CAESAR IMP. M. / L. AEMILIVS BVCA
After Octavius's father died in 59BC or 58BC, his mother married Lucius Marcius Philippus, who was elected as consul in 56BC. When Octavius's grandmother Julia, sister of Julius Caesar, died in 52 or 51BC, Octavius delivered her funeral oration, his first public appearance. A Greek slave tutor named Sphaerus educated him in reading, writing, arithmetic, and Greek. Octavius later freed Sphaerus and gave him a state funeral in 40BC. As a teenager, he studied philosophy under Areios of Alexandria and Athenodorus of Tarsus, Latin rhetoric under Marcus Epidius, and Greek rhetoric under Apollodorus of Pergamon.


Julius Caesar had formed an informal alliance with Pompey and Crassus in 60BC, but by 49BC it had fallen apart and Pompey and Caesar were fighting a protracted civil war. In 47BC, after Octavius donned the toga virilis and became an adult citizen, Caesar had him elected as pontiff, replacing the slain Lucius Ahenobarbus. The following year, Octavius presided over the Greek games commemorating the opening of Caesar's Temple of Venus Genetrix. He wished to join Caesar's staff for the African campaign but gave way when his mother Atia protested over his poor health. Caesar allowed Octavius to proceed next to his chariot during his triumph celebrating the campaign and awarded Octavius with military decorations as if he had been present. In 45BC Octavius traveled to Hispania to join Caesar's Spanish campaign against Pompey the Younger. On 13 September 45BC Caesar deposited a new will with the Vestal Virgins naming Octavius as his principal heir.


Rise to power





Heir to Caesar


[image: A painting showing a group of men attacking Julius Caesar, some of them armed with knives. Caesar, wearing a laurel crown, is seated with an arm outstretched towards his attackers. In the background, a crowd looks on in shock.]The Death of Caesar by Vincenzo Camuccini, 1805, Galleria Nazionale d'Arte Moderna, Rome 
In 44BC, Octavius was at Apollonia, Illyria, when Julius Caesar was made Rome's first dictator perpetuo ('dictator in perpetuity') in February, and then assassinated on the Ides of March (15 March). Octavius consulted with Caesar's officers in Macedonia before sailing for Italy to ascertain his political fortunes. Caesar had no living legitimate children under Roman law. His will made Octavius his main heir with the condition that he assume the dead dictator's name. After landing near Brundisium in southern Italy, Octavius received a copy of the will, which bequeathed him three-quarters of Caesar's estate. Against the advice of his stepfather Philippus, Octavius accepted Caesar's will on 8 May 44BC. He purported that Caesar adopted him as his son and assumed the name Gaius Julius Caesar. His stepfather, Cicero, and other contemporaries referred to him as Octavianus.


Octavian could not rely on his limited funds to make a successful entry into politics. After a warm welcome by Caesar's soldiers at Brundisium, he demanded a portion of the funds allotted by Caesar for his eastern war against the Parthians. This amounted to 700million sesterces stored at Brundisium, the staging ground in Italy for military operations in the east. Octavian made another bold move when, without official permission, he appropriated the annual tribute from Rome's province of Asia to Italy. He also began to recruit Caesar's veterans and men designated for the Parthian war. On his march to Rome through Italy, Octavian's presence and newly acquired riches won over many, including Caesar's veterans stationed in Campania. By June, he had gathered an army of 3,000 men, paying each a bonus of 500 denarii, which was more than twice a soldier's annual pay.


Growing tensions


[image: A marble carved bust depicting Octavian wearing a toga]Bust of Octavian, c.30BC. Capitoline Museums, Rome
Arriving to Rome on 6 May 44BC, Octavian found consul Mark Antony, Caesar's former colleague, in an uneasy truce with Caesar's assassins. A general amnesty on 17 March pardoned the assassins in exchange for recognition of Caesar's legal acts. Soon afterwards, Antony succeeded in driving most of them out of Rome with an inflammatory eulogy at Caesar's funeral, mounting public opinion against the assassins.


Mark Antony amassed political support, but had lost the support of many Romans and Caesarians when he opposed the motion to elevate Caesar to divine status. Octavian challenged him as the leader of the Caesarians. To halt Octavian from dispersing 300 sesterces per capita to the urban plebs in accordance with Caesar's will, Antony refused to give Octavian the money due him as Caesar's heir. He also blocked the curiate assembly from hearing Octavian's attempts to legitimize his supposed adoption by Caesar, to have Caesar formally deified and to reinstate Caesar's golden throne for public view at games staged in April and June. During Caesar's victory games, Octavian distributed some of the funds in Caesar's will and combined this with his own money, enhancing his popularity while damaging Antony's.


During the summer of 44BC, Octavian won the support of more veterans and also senators who perceived Antony as a threat to the state. Antony had lictors drag Octavian away from a hearing over the reinstatement of private property seized by Caesar in 49BC. Octavian then claimed Antony threatened his life as retribution for distributing money to the plebs in Caesar's will. Caesar's veterans convinced Antony to publicly reconcile with Octavian in the Temple of Jupiter Optimus Maximus. Thereafter, Antony's bellicose edicts against the assassins Marcus Junius Brutus and Gaius Cassius Longinus alienated him from the moderate Caesarian senators, who feared a renewed civil war. In September, Marcus Tullius Cicero, now a political ally of Octavian, began to give a series of speeches portraying Antony as a threat to the Republic.


First conflict with Antony

[image: Roman bust of Mark Antony]Flavian-era bust traditionally identified as Mark Antony, Vatican Museums


With opinion in Rome turning against him and his consulship concluding, Antony illegally passed a law that would assign him the province of Cisalpine Gaul in northern Italy. Octavian meanwhile built up a private army in Italy by recruiting Caesarian veterans, and in early November entered Rome with this private force to challenge Antony. However, they vacated the city shortly afterwards, due to some veterans choosing to quit once it became clear they were involved in a Caesarian squabble rather than a revenge campaign against Caesar's assassins. Nevertheless, on 28 November, Octavian won over two of Antony's legions with the enticing offer of monetary gain. Antony then left Rome for Cisalpine Gaul, which was to be handed to him on 1 January 43BC. However, the province had earlier been assigned to the assassin Decimus Junius Brutus Albinus, who now refused to yield to Antony. Antony besieged him at Mutina. This provided an opportunity for Octavian, whose private army was at hand.


[image: Roman bust of Cicero as an older man]Bust of Marcus Tullius Cicero, 1st century AD, Capitoline Museums, Rome
Cicero defended Octavian against Antony's taunts, and had him inducted as a senator on 1 January 43BC. Octavian was given the power to vote alongside the former consuls, the privilege to stand for election at an earlier age than usual, and imperium pro praetore which legitimized his command. Octavian accompanied the consuls to relieve the siege of Mutina. He assumed the fasces on 7 January, a date that he would later commemorate as the beginning of his public career. Antony retreated to Transalpine Gaul after his forces were defeated at the battles of Forum Gallorum and Mutina in April. Both consuls were killed, however, leaving Octavian in sole command of their armies. These victories earned him his first acclamation as imperator, a title reserved for victorious commanders.


Largely ignoring Octavian, the Senate heaped many rewards on Decimus Brutus and attempted to give him command of the consular legions. In response, Octavian stayed in the Po Valley and refused to pursue Antony. In July, an embassy of centurions sent by Octavian entered Rome; they demanded the now-vacant consulship for Octavian, with Cicero as co-consul, and the rescission of the decree declaring Antony a public enemy. When this was refused, Octavian marched on Rome, where he encountered no military opposition. On 19 August 43BC, aged 19, he became consul alongside his relative Quintus Pedius. Pedius passed legislation creating a special tribunal for Caesar's assassins and their alleged associates; Octavian presided over the trial and had them convicted and exiled in absentia. Octavian also induced the curiate assembly to have him adrogated into Caesar's family, legitimizing his claim of testamentary adoption. Meanwhile, Antony formed an alliance with Marcus Aemilius Lepidus, then governor of Gallia Narbonensis. The Senate branded Lepidus, a fellow Caesarian, as a public enemy for joining Antony, but they reversed the pair's outlawing at Pedius's behest while Octavian marched north to fight Decimus Brutus and meet with Antony.


Second Triumvirate





In a meeting near Bononia in October 43BC, Octavian joined with Antony and Lepidus to form the triumvirate, ostensibly for the stability of the Roman Republic, and on 27 November the lex Titia legitimized their agreement for five years. The triumvirate gave the men consular power, the right to appoint magistrates, and allowed their division among themselves of the provinces not under the control of the liberatores in the east. Octavian had previously been engaged to Servilia, daughter of Servilius Isauricus, but instead became engaged to Claudia, stepdaughter of Antony, to solidify their political union. Octavian also relinquished the consulship to Antony's ally Publius Ventidius.


Proscriptions



[image: Ancient Roman coin depicting Antony on the obverse and Octavian on the reverse]Aureus bearing the portraits of Mark Antony (left) and Octavian (right), issued in 41BC to celebrate the establishment of the Second Triumvirate. Both sides bear the inscription III vir rpc, meaning 'Three Men for the regulation of the Republic'. Caption: m ant imp aug iiivir rpc m barbat q p / caesar imp pont iiivir rpc.

The triumvirs then set in motion proscriptions, targeting some 300 men as outlaws, divided roughly evenly between senators and equestrians. Thousands more had their properties confiscated. Contemporary Roman historians provide conflicting reports as to which triumvir was most responsible for the proscriptions and killing. However, the sources agree that the proscriptions enabled all three to eliminate political enemies.


The triumvirs initiated the proscriptions partly to raise money to pay the salaries of their troops for the upcoming conflict against Caesar's assassins Marcus Brutus and Gaius Cassius, but the main intention was the removal of wartime rivals. The triumvirs seized the proscripts' property. However much money was raised was insufficient, so the triumvirs introduced a range of new taxes to fund their war. They reinstituted property taxes and created new imposts on slaves, before also demanding property assessments for taxes on rich women that were reduced after a public protest of women in Rome.


Battle of Philippi and division of territory



[image: Ancient Roman coin depicting Augustus on the obverse with a commemoration to his adoptive father, Julius Caesar, on the reverse]A denarius coin of Augustus minted c.18BC. Obverse: CAESAR AVGVSTVS; reverse: Caesar's comet with eight rays and an upward tail; DIVVS IVLIV[S], "divine Julius".

On 1 January 42BC, with Lepidus as consul, the Senate posthumously recognized Julius Caesar as a divinity of the Roman state, divus Iulius. Octavian was able to further his cause by emphasizing that he was divi filius ('son of the divine'). Antony and Octavian then led twenty-eight legions east against Brutus and Cassius, whom they defeated after two battles at Philippi in Macedonia in October 42BC. Brutus and Cassius both died by suicide. Claiming responsibility for both victories, Antony branded Octavian a coward for handing over his direct military control to Marcus Vipsanius Agrippa. Octavian was bedridden with illness during the first battle, allegedly removing himself from command over the camp per his doctor's advice, but captured Brutus's camp during the second battle.


[image: Roman marble bust of Octavian; part of the nose and chin are damaged.]Sculpted marble head of triumvir Octavian dated roughly to the Battle of Philippi in 42BC, Archaeological Museum of Spoleto

After Philippi, the triumvirs again divided the provinces. Lepidus was suspected of colluding with Sextus Pompey, the renegade general whom the anti-Caesarian Senate had given command over all Mediterranean coastlines in 43BC. Cisalpine Gaul was combined with Italia and given to Octavian along with the provinces of Hispania Citerior and Hispania Ulterior that Lepidus had to forfeit. Antony travelled east to Egypt where he allied himself with Cleopatra, a Roman client ruler, former lover of Julius Caesar, and mother of Caesar's son Caesarion. In addition to the eastern provinces, Antony controlled Gallia Comata and took Gallia Narbonensis from Lepidus, who was left with the province of Africa.


Octavian was left to settle tens of thousands of discharged veterans in Italy. Those who fought for the assassins also required settlement for their pacification. With no remaining public land, Octavian chose to confiscate land from citizens, instead of alienating the soldiers who could mount a real threat to the regime in Italy. The settlements affected some eighteen cities, with entire populations fully or partially evicted.


Perusine War, marriage alliances, and Brundisium



[image: Ancient Roman coin depicting Antony on the obverse and Octavian on the reverse]Roman aureus bearing the portraits of Mark Antony (left) and Octavian (right), issued to celebrate their reconciliation in October 40BC
Cleopatra and Mark Antony on the obverse and reverse, respectively, of a silver tetradrachm struck at the mint of Antioch in 36 BC, with Greek legends

These veteran settlements brought Octavian widespread dissatisfaction. The disaffected rallied to Mark Antony's brother Lucius Antonius, who was supported by a majority in the Senate. Meanwhile, Octavian asked for a divorce from Claudia, Antony's stepdaughter. He returned Claudia to her mother, Fulvia, claiming that their marriage had never been consummated. Fulvia and Lucius Antonius then raised an army in Italy to fight for Antony's rights against Octavian. Lucius even briefly took Rome, forcing Lepidus and his two legions to flee the city. However, the Roman army still depended on the triumvirs for their salaries. Lucius and his allies ended up in a defensive siege at Perusia, where Octavian forced their surrender in February 40BC. Octavian spared Lucius, while Fulvia fled to Sicyon in Greece and died shortly afterwards. On 15 March, the anniversary of Julius Caesar's assassination, Octavian had 300 Roman senators and equestrians executed for allying with Lucius. Perusia was also sacked, though it is unclear who started the fires. These reprisals sullied Octavian's reputation.

A Roman bust of Livia, Augustus's third wife, Musée Saint-Raymond, France

Sextus Pompey affirmed his control of Sicily as part of an agreement with the triumvirate in 40BC, and gained control of Sardinia and Corsica in 39. Both Antony and Octavian sought an alliance with him. Octavian established a temporary alliance in 40BC when he married Scribonia, an aunt of Sextus's wife. A year later, Scribonia gave birth to Octavian's only surviving child, Julia, on the same day that he divorced her to marry Livia Drusilla. When Livia began her affair with Octavian, she was already married to Tiberius Claudius Nero, had a son Tiberius with Nero, and was pregnant with their second child. She gave birth to her second son, Drusus, several months after her divorce from Nero and marriage to Octavian. Livia later had another child with Octavian, who was born prematurely and did not survive.


While in Egypt, Antony had engaged in an affair with Cleopatra and had fathered three children with her. Antony's Gallic provinces fell into Octavian's hands after the death of Antony's legate Quintus Calenus in 40BC. Aware of his deteriorating relationship with Octavian, Antony left Cleopatra; he sailed to Italy in 40BC with a large force to oppose Octavian, laying siege to Brundisium, but the men's revolting armies forced them to reconcile. In late 40, the triumvirs divided the empire between Antony in the east, Octavian in the west, and Lepidus in Africa. Now in a stronger position due to the Parthian threat in Antony's provinces, Octavian gave his sister, Octavia Minor, in marriage to Antony.


War with Sextus Pompey and exile of Lepidus





A denarius of Sextus Pompey, minted for his victory over Octavian's fleet. Obverse: the place where he defeated Octavian, Pharus of Messina decorated with a statue of Neptune; before that galley adorned with aquila, sceptre & trident; MAG. PIVS IMP. ITER. Reverse, the monster Scylla, her torso of dogs and fish tails, wielding a rudder as a club. Caption: PRAEF[ECTUS] CLAS[SIS] ET ORAE MARIT[IMAE] EX S. C.

Before the battles of Philippi, Octavian had sent Salvidienus Rufus to remove Sextus Pompey from Sicily, but after Rufus's defeat, the triumvirs recognized Sextus's Mediterranean command at Brundisium in 40BC. When Sextus resumed his blockade, a starving angry mob in Rome blamed Octavian and Antony and attacked them in early 39BC; Antony's forces rescued Octavian and dispersed the mob. Another temporary peace agreement was reached in 39BC at Misenum. Sextus lifted the blockade on Italy once Octavian granted him Sardinia, Corsica, Sicily, and the Peloponnese and ensured him a future position in the consulship.


The agreement between the triumvirate and Sextus began to crumble when Octavian divorced Scribonia and married Livia in 38BC. After Antony refused to relinquish the Peloponnese, Sextus reimposed his blockade, starting food riots at Rome. Sextus's naval commander Menas defected, handing over Corsica and Sardinia. However, after Octavian's naval forces were defeated at Cumae, Octavian lacked the resources to confront Sextus alone, so he sought Antony's help, extending their terms for another five-year period beginning in 37BC.


In supporting Octavian, Antony expected to gain support for his own campaign against the Parthians. At Tarentum in mid-37BC, Antony provided 120 ships for Octavian to use against Sextus, while Octavian was to send 20,000 legionaries to Antony for use against Parthia. Two years later Octavian sent only a tenth of those promised, which Antony viewed as a provocation. Meanwhile, Octavian tasked Agrippa with creating the artificial harbor Portus Julius for the training and shipbuilding of Octavian's naval fleet.


Denarius of 42BC depicting Marcus Aemilius Lepidus; the inscription reads III v(ir) r(ei) p(ublicae) c(onstituendae) Lepidus pont(ifex) max(imus) ('Triumvir for the regulation of the republic, Lepidus, Pontifex maximus').

Octavian and Lepidus launched a joint operation against Sextus in Sicily in 36BC. Octavian was shipwrecked in Sicily, but Agrippa defeated Sextus at Mylae in August before almost destroying Sextus's forces at Naulochus in September. Sextus fled to the east, but Antony had him executed at Miletus in 35BC.


As Lepidus and Octavian accepted the surrender of Sextus's troops, Lepidus attempted to claim Sicily for himself. However, Lepidus's troops deserted him after Octavian bribed them. Octavian forced Lepidus into retirement but allowed him to remain pontifex maximus ('supreme pontiff'). Octavian protected Roman citizens' rights to property, settled his discharged soldiers outside Italy, and returned 30,000 slaves to their former Roman owners after they had fled to join Sextus's army and navy. To ensure his family's safety once he returned to Rome, he had the Senate grant him, his wife, and his sister tribunician immunity, or sacrosanctitas.


After defeating Sextus, Octavian campaigned in Illyricum (in what is now Croatia). During the first campaign in 35BC he destroyed Segesta (modern Siscia) and was wounded by a collapsing siege ramp when he besieged Metulum (along the Kolpa River). The Senate lauded these efforts, though Octavian postponed a triumph for his victories, and only later acknowledged the contributions of commanders Agrippa and Statilius Taurus.


War with Antony and Cleopatra




Antony and Cleopatra, by Lawrence Alma-Tadema, painted 1885
In 36BC, Octavian declared the civil wars at an end and suggested that he and Antony resign as triumvirs; Antony refused. Antony's Parthian campaign in 36BC turned into a debacle and ruined his reputation. The mere 2,000 legionaries sent by Octavian to Antony, traveling with his wife Octavia, were hardly enough to replenish his lost forces. On the other hand, Cleopatra, with her enormous wealth, could restore his army to full strength. Her and Antony's third child, Ptolemy Philadelphus, was born in 36BC, so in 35BC Antony decided to send Octavia back to Rome. Octavian attacked Antony for rejecting his Roman spouse for a foreign queen. He also sought to convince the Senate that Antony had ambitions to diminish the preeminence of Rome. When Octavian assumed the consulship of 33BC, he opened the Senate with a vehement attack on Antony's grants of titles and territories to his relatives and Cleopatra, later known as the Donations of Alexandria.


In early 32BC, amid an intense war of propaganda with Octavian, Antony divorced Octavia. The new consuls Gaius Sosius and Gnaeus Ahenobarbus supported Antony and threatened to revoke Octavian's triumviral authority. This prompted Octavian to enter the Senate house and denounce Antony and Sosius; both consuls and many senators then fled Rome for Antony. However, two of Antony's key supporters, Munatius Plancus and Marcus Titius, defected to Octavian in autumn. They offered him vital information about Antony's will, which Antony published after marching on the Temple of Vesta. The will would have given away Roman-conquered territories as kingdoms for his sons to rule and designated Alexandria as the site of a tomb for him and Cleopatra.


The Battle of Actium, by Laureys a Castro, painted 1672 National Maritime Museum, London

In late 32BC, the Senate revoked Antony's upcoming consulship and declared war on Cleopatra. Octavian used emergency powers to have men of military age throughout the Republic swear an oath of loyalty to him. In early 31BC, as Antony and Cleopatra moved to Greece, Octavian's forces under Agrippa transited the Adriatic Sea, and cut off their main force from their supply routes in the Ionian Sea. Octavian then landed in Epirus, and proceeded to march south. Trapped on land and sea, Antony's men started to desert as Octavian prepared for battle.


This mid-1st-centuryBC Roman wall painting in the House of Marcus Fabius Rufus, Pompeii, is most likely a depiction of Cleopatra VII of Ptolemaic Egypt as Venus Genetrix, with her son Caesarion as Cupid, similar in appearance to the now-lost statue of Cleopatra erected by Julius Caesar in the Temple of Venus Genetrix (within the Forum of Caesar). Its owner walled off the room with this painting, most likely in immediate reaction to the execution of Caesarion on orders of Augustus in 30BC, when artistic depictions of Caesarion would have been considered a sensitive issue for the ruling regime.
Antony's fleet sailed through the bay of Actium along the Ambracian Gulf of western Greece to break the blockade. There, they fought the Battle of Actium on 2 September 31BC. Cleopatra and her portion of the fleet withdrew early in the battle and Antony later joined them; Cleopatra's fleet spared Antony's remaining forces in a last-ditch effort. Antony's nearby forces on land surrendered to Octavian after attempting a retreat through Macedonia. Various client kings now defected to Octavian. Octavian would later establish a new city—Nicopolis ('victory city')—near the site of the battle at Actium.


On 1 August 30BC, Octavian defeated Antony at Alexandria; Antony then died by suicide. After meeting with Octavian and refusing to be paraded in a triumph at Rome, Cleopatra took her own life with poison. Well aware of the dangers presented by another potential heir to Caesar, Octavian ordered the death of Cleopatra's son Caesarion. He also had Antony's son Marcus Antonius Antyllus killed, but spared their other children and pardoned many of his opponents. Octavian had previously shown little mercy to surrendered enemies. He also ensured that Cleopatra was buried with Antony in their tomb. He appointed Cleopatra's daughter Cleopatra Selene II and her husband, Juba II of Numidia, as the new co-rulers of Mauretania following their marriage in 25BC.


Sole ruler of Rome




Augustus as Roman pharaoh in an Egyptian-style stone carving at the Temple of Kalabsha in Nubia; Augustus was commonly depicted in Egyptian art performing sacrifices to Egyptian deities.

Control of Egypt


The conquest of Egypt greatly relieved Octavian's debts incurred from the civil wars. He controlled Roman Egypt directly, forbade senators to travel there, and appointed equestrian governor Cornelius Gallus to supervise its administration and enormously lucrative taxation. While in Alexandria in 30BC, Octavian visited the tomb of Alexander the Great, the conqueror he emulated and imitated in his own artistic portraits. Octavian's conquest of Egypt brought an end to the Hellenistic period; it also cemented the cultural formation of a Greek East and Latin West in the Mediterranean and a cosmopolitan universal monarchy centered on Rome.


Octavian would become the first Roman emperor as Augustus and also the first Roman pharaoh of Egypt, though he did not partake in Egyptian coronation rites or worship of the Apis bull, and he never visited Egypt again after 30BC. Before returning to Rome, Octavian wintered in 30BC on the Greek island of Samos. In 29 August, he celebrated three triumphs in Rome for his victories in Illyria, Greece, and Egypt. He and Agrippa were elected as the consuls for 28BC, and granted the powers of a censor so as to conduct the census.


Principate




Fresco paintings inside the House of Augustus, his alleged but not verified residence on the Palatine Hill during his reign as emperor

After defeating Antony and Cleopatra, Octavian could rule the entire Republic under an unofficial principate, with himself as princeps ('leading citizen' or 'first citizen'). He achieved this incrementally by courting the Senate and people of Rome while purporting not to aspire to dictatorship or monarchy. Influential aristocrats were previously called princeps and Octavian would embrace this title as part of his self-representation as restorer of the Republic.


Years of civil war had left Rome in a state of near lawlessness, but republican tradition opposed autocracy. At the same time, Octavian could not give up his authority without risking war. The Senate and people desired a return to stability, traditional legality, civility, and the assurance of free elections—which would be conducted in name at least under Octavian, soon to be princeps Augustus. The gradual fashioning of this regime involved trial by error and experimentation, popular support for legally sanctioned moves, and appointed term limits for offices in perhaps a cautious attempt to avoid the same fate as his adoptive father Julius Caesar.


First settlement





Control of provinces

On 13 January 27BC, Octavian made a show of returning power to the Senate and relinquishing his provinces and armies. However, he retained the loyalty of serving soldiers and veterans. The careers of many clients and adherents depended on his patronage, as his financial power was unrivaled. Other senators refrained from spending to build and maintain roads in Italy in 20BC, but Octavian undertook direct responsibility on behalf of the public. The Roman currency issued in 16BC publicized Octavian's involvement, after he donated vast amounts of money to the aerarium Saturni, the public treasury.


Octavian as a magistrate. The statue's marble head was made c.30–20BC, the body sculpted in the 2nd centuryAD (Louvre, Paris)
In an agreement known as the first settlement, Octavian was able to continue the appearance of a still-functional constitution through the Senate proposing to him that he once again assume control of the provinces. Feigning reluctance, on 16 January 27BC he accepted a ten-year responsibility of overseeing provinces that were considered chaotic. The provinces ceded to him constituted much of the Roman world, including Hispania, Gaul, Syria, Cilicia, Cyprus, and Egypt. Moreover, command of these provinces provided him control over the majority of Rome's legions. Octavian–Augustus's power ultimately rested in his control over Rome's military.


However, Octavian–Augustus did not have a monopoly on political and martial power. The Senate still controlled the grain-producing North Africa as well as the militarily strategic Illyria and Macedonia. However, the Senate had control of only five or six legions distributed among three senatorial proconsuls, compared to the twenty legions under Augustus's control, and their control of these regions did not significantly challenge his authority. Divided control between senators and proconsuls had precedent, and Augustus used republican legal frameworks to amass power.


While Augustus acted as consul in Rome, he dispatched senators to the provinces under his command as his representatives to manage provincial affairs. The Senate chose governors to oversee the remaining provinces. Augustus issued instructions and edicts not only to his own legates but also to independent proconsuls governing public provinces that were nominally under senatorial control. Augustus's control of entire provinces followed Republican-era precedents for the limited objective of securing peace and creating stability, with Pompey having been given a similar level of command across the Roman world.


Title of Augustus




Aureus coin of Augustus minted c.AD13, marked: Caesar Augustus Divi F Pater Patriae
On 16 January 27BC the Senate gave Octavian the new title of augustus ('revered'). It was a title of religious rather than political authority, and it indicated that Octavian now approached divinity. Future Roman emperors inherited the honorific augustus, and it became their main title. Another titular option, that of Romulus, after the legendary founder of Rome, was associated too strongly with monarchy, an association Octavian sought to avoid. The Senate also confirmed his position as princeps senatus ('leader of the Senate'). Augustus now styled himself as Imperator Caesar divi filius ('Commander Caesar son of the deified one'), boasting his familial link to deified Julius Caesar. The use of imperator signified a permanent link to the Roman tradition of victory. Augustus transformed Caesar, a cognomen for one branch of the Julian family, into a new imperial family line that began with him.

The Arch of Augustus in Rimini (Ariminum), dedicated to Augustus by the Senate in 27BC, is one of the oldest preserved triumphal arches in Italy.

The Senate allowed Augustus to hang the corona civica ('civic crown') above his door and to have laurels drape his doorposts. He renounced flaunting insignia of power such as holding a scepter, wearing a diadem, or wearing the golden crown and purple toga of Julius Caesar. Nonetheless, the Senate awarded him with a golden shield displayed in the meeting hall of the Curia, bearing the inscription virtus, pietas, clementia, iustitia ('valor, piety, clemency, and justice'). By the summer of 27BC he left Rome and traveled to Gaul. From 26 to 24BC he governed the Empire from Tarraco in Roman Spain, overseeing military campaigns in the Iberian peninsula until his return to Rome.


Second settlement




Portraits of Augustus show the emperor with idealized features.

By 23BC, some of the un-republican implications of the first settlement were becoming apparent. Augustus's continuous consulships drew attention to his de facto dominance of politics and halved the opportunities for others to achieve what was still nominally the preeminent position in the Roman state. His desire to have his nephew Marcus Claudius Marcellus eventually assume the principate in his turn also caused problems. To signal reconciliation with pro-republican aristocrats, Augustus appointed the noted republican Calpurnius Piso, who had opposed Julius Caesar and supported the assassins, as co-consul in 23BC, after his choice Aulus Terentius Varro Murena died unexpectedly.


Resignation from the consulship


In the late spring Augustus was severely ill, apparently with a liver disease. Expecting his death, he made arrangements ensuring the continuation of the principate while allaying senators' suspicions of his anti-republicanism. He prepared to hand down his signet ring to his friend and general Agrippa but handed to his co-consul Piso all of his official documents, an account of public finances, and authority over troops in the provinces. Augustus's supposedly favored nephew Marcellus came away empty-handed. This surprised many who expected Augustus to name an heir to his position as an unofficial emperor.


Augustus bestowed only properties and possessions to his designated heirs, as an obvious system of institutionalized imperial inheritance would have provoked resistance and hostility among the republican-minded Romans fearful of monarchy. It appears that Augustus did not view the 19-year-old Marcellus as being ready to inherit his political pre-eminence. By giving his signet ring to Agrippa, however, Augustus signaled to the legions that Agrippa was a potential successor who they should obey, constitutional procedure notwithstanding.


The Blacas Cameo showing Augustus wearing a gorgoneion on a three layered sardonyx cameo, and wearing a diadem that was added during the Middle Ages, and original artwork dated to AD20–50

The emperor's illness subsided while under the care of his personal physician Antonius Musa, and soon afterwards on 1 July 23BC Augustus gave up his consulship. He would serve as consul only twice more, in 5 and 2BC, both times to introduce his grandsons into public life. Augustus's resignation from the consulship allowed him to exercise wider patronage within the senatorial class while allowing other senators a better chance to become consul. However, Augustus desired to retain his consular imperium throughout the empire, leading to another compromise between him and the Senate known as the second settlement.


Marcus Primus affair


After Augustus relinquished the annual consulship, he was no longer in an official position to rule the state. However, his dominant position remained unchanged over his 'imperial' provinces where he was still a proconsul. When he annually held the office of consul, he had the power to intervene with the affairs of the other provincial proconsuls appointed by the Senate throughout the empire, when he deemed necessary.


A second problem later arose showing the need for the second settlement in what became known as the "Marcus Primus affair". In late 24 or early 23BC, charges were brought against Marcus Primus, former proconsular governor of Macedonia, for waging a war without approval of the Senate on the Odrysian kingdom of Thrace, whose king was a Roman ally. Lucius Licinius Varro Murena defended Primus, arguing that Augustus had ordered Primus to attack the client state. Later, Primus testified that the orders came from the recently deceased Marcellus. Such orders suggested that Augustus intended to have his nephew take his place as princeps and establish a monarchy over Rome, and would have been considered a breach of the Senate's prerogatives under the settlement of 27 BC, since Macedonia was a province under senatorial jurisdiction, not Augustus's imperial authority.

Augustus as Jupiter, holding a scepter and orb (first half of the 1st centuryAD), Hermitage Museum

The situation was so serious that Augustus appeared at the trial even though he had not been called as a witness. Under oath, he declared that he gave no such order. Murena disbelieved Augustus's testimony and resented his attempt to subvert the trial by using his auctoritas. He demanded to know why Augustus appeared at the trial; Augustus replied that he came in the public interest. The jurors found Primus guilty, though some voted to acquit, suggesting that some disbelieved Augustus's claims.


Greater proconsular authority


The Senate negotiated the second settlement with Augustus partly to allay confusion and formalize his legal authority to intervene in senatorial provinces, granting him a form of general imperium proconsulare ('proconsular power') that applied throughout the empire, not solely to his provinces. Moreover, the Senate augmented Augustus's proconsular imperium into imperium proconsulare maius ('greater proconsular power'). This form of proconsular imperium was applicable throughout the empire and in effect gave Augustus constitutional power superior to all other proconsuls. Augustus stayed in Rome during the renewal process and obtained veterans' support for the renewal of his proconsular imperium maius in 13BC by providing them with lavish donations.


Additional powers

Portrait of Augustus. Sardonyx cameo; gilt silver mount with pearls, sapphires and red glass beads, 16th/17th centuries.
The head of the Via Labicana Augustus statue depicting the emperor as pontifex maximus, Roman artwork of the late Augustan period, last decade of the 1st centuryBC

Powers of the tribune


During the second settlement, Augustus was also granted the power of a tribune (tribunicia potestas) for life, though not the official title of tribune. For some years, Augustus had been awarded tribunicia sacrosanctitas, the immunity given to a tribune of the plebs. Now he decided to assume the full powers of the magistracy, renewed annually, in perpetuity. Legally, it was closed to patricians, a status that Augustus had acquired when adopted by Julius Caesar. This power allowed him to convene the Senate and people at will, lay business before them, and veto their decisions, to preside over elections, and to speak first at any meeting. Augustus's amassing of tribunal powers caused the office of tribunus plebis to lose prestige, so he revived its importance by making it a mandatory appointment for any plebeian desiring the praetorship.


Powers of the censor


Also included in Augustus's tribunician authority were powers usually reserved for the Roman censor; these included the right to supervise public morals and scrutinize laws to ensure that they were in the public interest, as well as the ability to hold a census and determine the membership of the Senate. There was no precedent within the Roman system for combining the powers of the tribune and the censor, nor was Augustus ever elected to the office of censor. Julius Caesar had been granted similar powers, wherein he was charged with supervising the morals of the state. However, this position did not extend to the censor's ability to hold a census and determine the Senate's roster. Appealing to patriotic sentiments, Augustus is alleged to have used censorial powers to ban all attire except the classic toga for those entering the Forum. However, the powers of the censorship may have only been temporary or even refused by Augustus.


Imperium over the city of Rome


The Senate also granted Augustus sole imperium within the city of Rome. Traditionally, proconsuls lost their imperium when they crossed the pomerium—the sacred boundary of Rome—and entered the city. In these situations, Augustus held tribunician authority, but the consuls held greater authority. While others would usually obey his wishes owing to his auctoritas, there might be some difficulty. In either 23 or 19BC, the Senate voted that Augustus's imperium proconsulare maius ('superior proconsular power') should not lapse when he was inside the city walls. The city's armed forces had formerly been under the control of the urban praetors and consuls, but they now came under the sole authority of Augustus.


The Roman triumph


After 19BC, Augustus received credit for every Roman military victory, because the majority of Rome's armies were stationed in imperial provinces overseen by the legati, his provincial deputies. If a battle was fought in a senatorial province, Augustus's proconsular imperium maius allowed him to take command and credit for any major victory. With few exceptions Augustus was the only individual who could receive a triumph, a tradition that allegedly began with Romulus, the legendary first king of Rome. For celebrating his victory against the Garamantes in Roman Libya in 19BC, Cornelius Balbus was the last person outside Augustus's family to receive a triumph. Tiberius, Augustus's eldest stepson, received triumphs in 7BC and AD12, respectively for victories in Germania and Illyria (Pannonia). For the latter campaign, his nephew Germanicus instead received the ornamenta triumphalia ('triumphal honors'), a praetorship, and the ability to stand for the consulship despite his young age.


Diplomacy


Augustus received emissaries from as far east as India, and his court included political exiles from as far north as the British Isles with the chieftains Dubnovellaunus and Tincomarus. Foreign embassies typically came to Augustus directly rather than to the Senate, though Augustus was careful to show respect to the Senate in certain cases. For instance, in 20BC he referred Parthian ambassadors to the Senate, but the latter sent them back to Augustus so they could negotiate solely with him instead. As with Roman client states and foreign countries, representatives from provinces and semi-autonomous municipalities travelled to the emperor's court as his administration moved to different locations across the Empire. In AD8, the elderly Augustus assigned the exhausting work of managing foreign embassies to three ex-consuls, granting them the power to make all decisions that did not require his or the Senate's oversight.


Conspiracy, titles, and the share of power


A colossal statue of Augustus from the Augusteum of Herculaneum, seated and wearing a laurel wreath

Many of the political subtleties of the second settlement seem to have evaded the comprehension of Augustus's plebeian supporters, leading them to insist upon his participation in imperial affairs and form violent mobs on occasion. When Augustus refused to stand for election as consul in 22 BC and traveled to Sicily on another tour of the Empire, the Comitia centuriata voted in his absence to have him serve as co-consul for the following year, despite not being one of the candidates. A riot occurred in Rome when only a single consul Marcus Lollius assumed office on 1 January 21BC and the factions of the two remaining candidates fought each other. Infuriated, Augustus summoned both candidates to Sicily and settled on having one of them serve as Lollius's co-consul.


A food shortage in Rome during 22BC sparked widespread panic, as many urban plebs called for Augustus to take on dictatorial powers to personally oversee the crisis. After a theatrical display of refusal before the Senate, Augustus finally accepted authority over Rome's grain supply through the use of his existing proconsular imperium, and ended the crisis almost immediately. Another food crisis in AD8 prompted Augustus to establish a praefectus annonae, a permanent prefect who was in charge of procuring food supplies for Rome.


Augustus's expansive powers concerned some people, and this came to a head with the apparent conspiracy of Fannius Caepio. Some time prior to 1 September 22BC, a certain Castricius provided Augustus with information about a conspiracy led by Fannius Caepio. The conspirators, among whom was the consul Murena in the Marcus Primus affair, were tried in absentia with Tiberius acting as prosecutor; the jury found them guilty, but it was not a unanimous verdict. All the accused were executed for treason as soon as they were captured—without ever giving testimony in their defense. Augustus ensured that the facade of republican government continued with an effective cover-up of the events.


In 19BC, the Senate granted Augustus imperium consulare maius proconsular powers in addition to those received in 23BC, another instance of gaining power from offices he did not hold, now fully applicable to Italy and Rome. To assuage the restless populace, Augustus was allowed to wear the consul's insignia in public and before the Senate, to sit in the symbolic chair between the two consuls, and to hold the magisterial fasces. On 6 March 12BC, after the death of Lepidus, he assumed the position of pontifex maximus, the high priest of the College of Pontiffs. On 5 February 2BC, the Senate gave Augustus the title pater patriae ('father of the country'), which was then inscribed in various places in Rome such as the Senate chambers in the Forum Romanum.


Bust of Augustus wearing the Civic Crown, at Glyptothek, Munich
Historian Ronald Syme wrote that Augustus's death could leave Rome subject to further civil war, given the public memory of recent wars and Caesar's assassination. Possibly during the 20sBC and certainly by 18BC, the Senate granted Agrippa proconsular imperium for five years, similar to Augustus's power, in order to accomplish constitutional stability. The grant probably covered Augustus's imperial provinces if not authority over senatorial provinces. Like Augustus, Agrippa was also granted the powers of the tribunate.


War and expansion




A fragment of an equestrian statue of Augustus, 1st century BC, National Archaeological Museum, Athens
By AD13, Augustus's troops had proclaimed him imperator 21 times following successful battles. The fourth chapter in his publicly released memoirs of achievements known as the Res Gestae is devoted to his military victories and honors. Augustus also promoted the ideal of a superior Roman civilization, a sentiment the poet Virgil attributed to a legendary ancestor of Augustus. All classes at Rome apparently sought expansionism, and this impulse is accorded divine sanction in Virgil's Aeneid, in which Jupiter promises Rome imperium sine fine ('sovereignty without end').


By the end of Augustus's reign, his armies had conquered northern Hispania (modern Spain and Portugal) and the Alpine regions of Raetia and Noricum (modern Switzerland, Bavaria, Austria, Slovenia), Illyricum and Pannonia (modern Albania, Croatia, Hungary, Serbia, etc.), and had extended the borders of Africa Proconsularis to the east and south. Judea was added to the province of Syria when Augustus deposed the client king Herod Archelaus. After the Senate assigned Syria to Augustus in 27BC, it was governed first by legates under Agrippa and then by an equestrian high prefect. In AD6 Augustus also appointed an equestrian governor in Sardinia after pirate raids necessitated the presence of troops stationed there.


In 25BC the Romans made Galatia (part of modern Turkey) a province without any military effort after the murder of its king, Amyntas, while in 19BC Agrippa incorporated Asturias and Cantabria in modern-day Spain under the provinces of Hispania and Lusitania. This region proved to be a major asset in funding Augustus's future military campaigns, as it was rich in mineral deposits that could be fostered in Roman mining projects. Conquering the peoples of the Alps in 15BC after the disastrous defeat of Lollius was another important victory for Rome, since it provided a large territorial buffer between the Roman citizens of Italy and Rome's enemies in Germania to the north. Horace dedicated an ode to the victory, while the monumental Trophy of Augustus was built in La Turbie near Monaco to honor the occasion.


Bust of Tiberius, a successful military commander under Augustus who was designated as his heir and successor, Ny Carlsberg Glyptotek, Copenhagen
The capture of the Alpine region also served the next offensive in 12BC, when Augustus's stepsons Tiberius and Drusus launched offensives against the Pannonian tribes of Illyricum and against the Germanic tribes of the eastern Rhineland, respectively. Both campaigns were successful, as Drusus's forces reached the Elbe River by 9BC. Drusus died shortly after from an injury sustained by falling off his horse. Tiberius rushed from Italy to Germany to see his brother and escorted Drusus's body to Rome, where he and Augustus provided eulogies for Drusus. After Illyrian tribes revolted in Illyricum in AD6, Tiberius and Germanicus's forces quelled their rebellion in AD9. This was the only major rebellion within Roman provincial territory since Augustus had become emperor, and by this point he had reduced the standing Roman army from roughly 500,000 soldiers during the civil wars down to 300,000 soldiers used primarily for foreign conquests.


To protect Rome's eastern territories from the Parthian Empire, Augustus relied on eastern client states to act as territorial buffers and areas that could raise their own troops for defense. Augustus stationed a Roman army in Syria, while Tiberius negotiated with the Parthians as Rome's diplomat to the East. Tiberius then restored Tigranes V to the Armenian throne in 20BC, personally placing the crown on his head.


Augustus negotiated with Phraates IV of Parthia in 20BC for the return of the battle standards lost by Crassus in the Battle of Carrhae, a symbolic victory and great boost of morale for Rome. Historians Werner Eck and Sarolta Takács claim that this was a great disappointment for Romans seeking to avenge Crassus's defeat by military means. However, Augustus used the return of the standards as propaganda symbolizing the submission of Parthia to Rome. The event was celebrated in art such as the breastplate design on the statue Augustus of Prima Porta and in monuments such as the Temple of Mars Ultor ('Mars the Avenger') built to house the standards. After Phraates V of Parthia managed to cleave Armenia away from Roman control, Augustus dispatched his grandson Gaius Caesar with an army to Syria in 1BC, mounting a diplomatic pressure campaign that in AD2 convinced Phraates V to concede to Roman demands.


Der siegreich vordringende Hermann (The Victorious Advancing Hermann), depiction of the Battle of the Teutoburg Forest, by Peter Janssen, 1873
Parthia posed a threat to Rome in West Asia, but the more pressing concern was the battlefront along the Rhine and Danube rivers. During the triumvirate, Octavian's campaigns against the tribes in Dalmatia were the first step in expanding Roman dominions to the Danube. Rome's enemies in Germania almost constantly retook conquered territories. At the Battle of the Teutoburg Forest in AD9, Arminius, the leader of the Cherusci, destroyed three entire legions led by Publius Quinctilius Varus. Augustus retaliated by dispatching Tiberius to the Rhineland to pacify it in AD10 and AD11, and these campaigns had some success. However, Augustus advised Tiberius against further conquests after the defeat at Teutoburg, and the Romans abandoned expansion into Germany beyond the Rhine. Although Augustus lamented the loss, his Res Gestae merely states that he pacified Germania up to the mouth of the Elbe. Under Augustus's successor Tiberius, Roman general Germanicus took advantage of a Cherusci civil war between Arminius and Segestes, defeating Arminius at Idistaviso in AD16.

Muziris in the Chera Kingdom of Southern India, as shown in the Tabula Peutingeriana, with depiction of a temple of Augustus (Templum Augusti)

Rome also experienced loss to the south in Arabia Felix against the Kingdom of Saba (in modern Yemen). In 26BC Augustus had Gaius Aelius Gallus, prefect of Egypt, invade South Arabia with Roman troops supported by Jewish and Nabataean Arab auxiliaries. They aimed to conquer the Sabaeans or force them to accept client state status so that Rome could gain a share of their profitable trade with India. Roman forces laid siege to Marib, but retreated to Hejaz (under allied Nabataean control) after a shortage of water supplies. This campaign might have been part of a failed attempt to flank the Parthian Empire, considering how Augustus encouraged Tiridates II of Parthia to invade Mesopotamia and reclaim his throne the same year.


Augustus ordered Gaius Petronius, Aelius Gallus's successor as prefect of Egypt, to invade Aethiopia, after Queen Amanirenas of the Kingdom of Kush (in modern Sudan) invaded Roman Egypt in 24BC and sacked Aswan and Philae. The Romans counterattacked, sacking Napata in Nubia before withdrawing, but Amanirenas invaded Egypt again in 22BC and threatened Primis (modern Qasr Ibrim). After Petronius withstood a Kushite assault, Amanirenas sent diplomats to negotiate a peace treaty with Augustus on the island of Samos. The treaty established Maharraqa as the new border with Kush, lessened the amount of Roman tribute gathered from Kush, and guaranteed peaceful trade relations between Egypt and Nubia. In the Maghreb of North Africa, Cossus Cornelius Lentulus quashed a rebellion of the Gaetuli against Juba II of Mauretania in AD6.


Death and succession





Augustus's illness in 23BC accentuated the problem of succession. To ensure stability, he needed to designate an heir. This needed to be done subtly so that it did not trigger fears of monarchy. If someone was to succeed to Augustus's position of power, he would first have to be recognized as meritful.


The search for an heir

Left: A Roman bust of Julia the Elder, Augustus's daughter, housed in the Musée Saint-Raymond, France
Right: A Roman bust of Marcus Vipsanius Agrippa, Augustus's son-in-law and confidant, the Louvre Museum, Paris, France





Some historians argue that Augustus favored his nephew Marcellus, who had married Augustus's daughter Julia, while others argue that he preferred Marcus Agrippa, who was Augustus's second in charge and a respected military commander. After Marcellus died in 23BC, Augustus remarried his daughter Julia to Agrippa in 21BC. This union produced five children, three sons and two daughters. In 18BC, Agrippa was granted a five-year appointment to the eastern provinces with proconsular imperium and also the tribunicia potestas that Augustus possessed. This grant showed Augustus's favor but upset some conservative senators.


Augustus adopted his grandsons Gaius and Lucius, illuminating his intent to make them his heirs. He served as consul in 5 and 2BC so that he could personally usher them into their political careers. Gaius was consul for AD1, with Augustus having him wait until he turned 21, while Lucius died before his designated consulship. Augustus also showed favor to his stepsons Tiberius and Drusus, granting them public offices while seeming to favor Drusus. Tiberius married Agrippa's eldest daughter, Vipsania Agrippina, while Drusus married Augustus's niece Antonia. After Agrippa died in 12BC, Augustus ordered Tiberius to divorce Vipsania for the widowed Julia. Drusus and Antonia's marriage was considered an unbreakable affair, whereas Vipsania was deemed less important. Drusus died in 9BC.


Tiberius, heir to Augustus

The Gemma Augustea, a two-layered sardonyx depicting Augustus seated next to the goddess Roma, with Augustus equated as Jupiter as he looks on at a figure riding in a chariot (likely his heir Tiberius celebrating his triumph for victories in Germania), 9–12AD, Kunsthistorisches Museum, Vienna

Tiberius shared in Augustus's tribunician powers from 6BC but shortly thereafter withdrew into retirement, reportedly wanting no further role in politics. A failing marriage with Julia and envy for her sons Gaius and Lucius could have contributed to Tiberius's departure. Augustus exiled his daughter for adultery in 2BC, but inducted his grandsons into the college of priests at an early age and introduced them to the army in Gaul.


After the deaths of Lucius in AD2 and Gaius in AD4, Augustus recalled Tiberius to Rome in June AD4 and adopted him, on the condition that Tiberius adopt his nephew Germanicus. This continued the tradition of presenting at least two generations of heirs. In AD4 Tiberius was also granted the tribunicia potestas and a proconsular post in Germany; for his efforts there and in Illyricum, he eventually triumphed. By AD13, he had received the imperium maius proconsulare equalling that of Augustus.


The deified Augustus hovers over Tiberius and other Julio-Claudians in the Great Cameo of France, 1st centuryAD

The only other possible claimant was Agrippa Postumus, Augustus's youngest grandson. However, Augustus had exiled him to Sorrento in AD6 and then to Planasia in AD7. The Senate made Agrippa's banishment permanent, and Augustus officially disowned him for his lack of good character and alleged involvement in a conspiracy. After Tiberius succeeded Augustus, he was most likely the one who had Agrippa killed in exile.


Death of Augustus

On 19 August AD14, Augustus died at Nola, where his father had died. Both Tacitus and Cassius Dio claimed Livia poisoned him. Many historians dismiss the alleged poisoning, however, as a fabrication to discredit her son Tiberius. Livia had long been the target of similar (probably false) rumors of poisoning. If poisoning is accepted, it is possible that Livia supplied a poisoned fig to assist death. Augustus's health had declined in the months before his death and he had prepared for a smooth transition in power to Tiberius.


The Mausoleum of Augustus restored, 2021
Augustus's famous last words were, "Have I played the part well? Then applaud as I exit" (Acta est fabula, plaudite). An enormous procession of mourners travelled with Augustus's body from Nola to Rome, with all business closed on his funeral. Tiberius and his son Drusus delivered the eulogy while standing atop two rostra. Augustus's body was coffin-bound and cremated on a pyre close to his mausoleum.


Deification


A coin of Augustus struck at Rome in 17BC depicting Augustus on the obverse and the deified Julius Caesar beneath Caesar's comet on the reverse

On 17 September 27BC the Senate proclaimed Augustus to have joined the company of the gods and the deified Julius Caesar as a member of the Roman pantheon. People in Rome's eastern provinces had worshipped Octavian as a living deity since his victory at Actium. There was limited worship of him in some western provinces, primarily at the Sanctuary of the Three Gauls in Lugdunum (Lyon, France) and at Ara Ubiorum in Oppidum Ubiorum (Cologne, Germany), but not at Rome where such worship remained taboo. Only his genius (spirit) was allowed worship there.


Legacy



Left: Augustus in a copper engraving by Giovanni Battista Cavalieri; from the book Romanorum Imperatorum effigies (1583), preserved in the Municipal Library of Trento (Italy)
Right: From the Très Riches Heures du Duc de Berry (1412–1416), the Virgin Mary and Child (top), the prophetess Sibyl Tivoli (bottom left) and Augustus (bottom right). The likeness of Augustus is that of the Byzantine emperor Manuel II Palaiologos.





Overview

Augustus created a regime that maintained relative peace and prosperity in the Latin West and Greek East for two centuries, initiating the celebrated Pax Romana (or Pax Augusta), though the Augustan golden age myth may obscure the complicated political challenges faced by Augustus. His regime laid the foundations of a concept of universal monarchy in the Byzantine and Holy Roman Empires down to their dissolutions in 1453 and 1806, respectively. Later Romans viewed his reign favorably, embodied by the Senate's formal wish to every emperor after Trajan that they "be more fortunate than Augustus and better than Trajan". This positive overall image was also helped by his successors copying many of Augustus's policies and forms of self-promotion, which modern research calls imitatio Augusti.


The surname Caesar and the title augustus became permanent titles of Roman rulers for fourteen centuries after Augustus's death, used in Rome and Constantinople following the Empire's division. Caesar formed the root of later regnal titles such as the German kaiser and Russian czar. Emperors preferred his title of civilis princeps for three centuries until they adopted the title domini ('lords'), beginning with Diocletian. His adoptive name Imperator ('victorious general') served as the etymological root of the word 'emperor', though it did not possess this connotation in Augustus's lifetime. The emperors alone held the office of pontifex maximus until the fall of the Western Roman Empire, after which the papacy adopted it.

The Roman cameo of Augustus at the center of the medieval Cross of Lothair, housed in the Aachen Cathedral Treasury

Written works

Augustus composed an account of his achievements, the Res Gestae Divi Augusti, to be inscribed in bronze in front of his mausoleum. Copies of the text were inscribed throughout the empire upon his death. The Latin inscriptions, along with Greek translations, were inscribed on many public edifices, and historian Theodor Mommsen called them the "queen of inscriptions". The Res Gestae is Augustus's only surviving major work, though he is also known to have composed poems entitled "Sicilia", "Epiphanus", and "Ajax", an autobiography of 13 books, a philosophical treatise, and a written rebuttal to Brutus's Eulogy of Cato. Augustus's private letters also reveal facts about his personal life. The poet Martial preserved a sexually crude poem allegedly written by Octavian during the Perusine War, which pokes fun at Mark Antony, his wife Fulvia, and his mistress Glaphyra. Pliny the Elder suggested that Augustus displayed and finished Agrippa's world map publicly exhibited in the Porticus Vipsania. This map would later form the basis of various medieval world maps.


In his Res Gestae, Augustus defined the relative peace established by his reign as a peace "born of victories" (parta victoriis pax) in the civil wars, and Augustan artwork incorporates this theme. This peace ensured Romans and subjugated peoples within their Empire upheld a cohesive social pact: the latter would relinquish their sovereignty and pay taxes in exchange for the preservation of their customs and the protection of Rome. By boasting of his many conquests, the Res Gestae emphasizes the same code of honor found in Republican funerary inscriptions such as those of the Scipios, a key element in elevating the political reputation of Roman families.


Coin of the Himyarite Kingdom in the southern Arabian peninsula, in imitation of coins of Augustus, 1st centuryAD

Enduring institutions


Statue of Augustus at Monte Solaro on the island of Capri in Campania, Italy, overlooking the Gardens of Augustus
Augustus thoroughly transformed the city of Rome, creating a permanent police force, firefighting force, and praefectus ('municipal prefect'). Established in AD6 and based on previous firefighting services established in 22 and 7BC, the vigiles was a combined fire brigade and police force divided into cohorts of 500 to 1,000 men each, with seven units assigned to fourteen divided city sectors. A praefectus vigilum ('prefect of the watch') was put in charge of the vigiles, whereas vicomagistri officials had previously been in charge of each district following the fire of 7BC. Augustus created a standing army, fixed at a size of 28 legions of about 170,000 soldiers, reduced from 60 legions at the end of the civil wars in 30BC. This was supported by many auxiliary units of 500 non-citizen soldiers each, often recruited from recently conquered areas.


With his finances securing the maintenance of roads throughout Italy, Augustus installed an official system of relay stations overseen by a military officer known as the praefectus vehiculorum. Besides speeding communication in Italy, his extensive road construction allowed Roman armies to march swiftly across the country. In AD6 Augustus established the aerarium militare, donating 170million sesterces to the new military treasury that provided for both active and retired soldiers.


One of Augustus's most enduring institutions was the establishment of the Praetorian Guard in 27BC, commanded by two praetorian prefects (later one) after Augustus created this office in 2BC. Originally a personal bodyguard unit on the battlefield, the praetorians evolved into an imperial guard as well as an important political force in Rome. They served the emperors into the early 4th century.


Revenue reforms


Aureus of Octavian, c.30BC, British Museum
Augustus's tax reforms greatly impacted the subsequent success of the Empire, bringing it under direct taxation from Rome. This increased and stabilized Rome's revenues from its territories and regularized the financial relationship between Rome and its provinces, avoiding provincial resentments with arbitrary exaction. An equally important reform was the abolition of tax farming. The publicani, Republican era private tax farmers, were infamous for their depredations and great wealth, so they were replaced by salaried tax collectors.


Under Augustus, the measures of taxation were determined by censuses with fixed quotas for each province. Citizens of Rome and Italy paid indirect taxes, while direct taxes were exacted from the provinces. Indirect taxes included a 4% tax on the price of slaves, a 1% tax on goods sold at auction, and a 5% tax on the inheritance of estates valued at over 100,000 sesterces by persons other than the next of kin. Due to protest from equestrians, the suffect consuls for 9AD modified and lessened penalties in the Lex Papia Poppaea that affected the inheritance of estates by unmarried or childless individuals, though it continued to generate revenues with properties of the deceased seized by the state.


Augustus's annexation of Egypt allowed him to divert its immense wealth for imperial purposes. Considered Augustus's private property rather than a province, it became part of each succeeding emperor's patrimonium. Instead of a legate or proconsul, Augustus installed a prefect from the equestrian class to administer Egypt and maintain its lucrative seaports. This position became the highest political achievement for any equestrian besides becoming praetorian prefect. Gold and silver found in the Ptolemaic royal treasury was melted down for coins. In his will, Augustus left money to his family but also 43 million sesterces to the Roman people, 1,000 sesterces to every praetorian, 500 sesterces to every soldier in urban cohorts, and 300 sesterces to each soldier.


Month of August


In 8BC, the Roman month of Sextilis (or Sextilus) was renamed August (Latin: Augustus) after Augustus. Augustus chose Sextilis as it was the month of his first consulship and of his various victories. In comparison, the month of July (Latin: Iulius) in the Julian calendar was named after Julius Caesar, the only other month in the Roman calendar named after a Roman.


Building projects


Left: Sculpted reliefs on the south side of the Ara Pacis ('Altar of Peace') in Rome showing unidentified members of the imperial family, dedicated to the Pax Romana, decreed by the Roman Senate in 13BC, and completed on 30 January 9BC with Augustus attending its dedication ceremony
Right: The Tropaeum Alpium (Trophy of Augustus), a victory monument built by Augustus at La Turbie, France (near Monaco) in honor of the Roman conquest of Rhetia and the Alps





Remodeling of Rome



On his deathbed, Augustus boasted that he converted Rome from a city of bricks into one of marble. Marble could be found in Roman buildings before Augustus, but it was not extensively used as a building material until his reign. He left a mark on the monumental topography of the city's center, as well as on the Campus Martius with the Ara Pacis (Altar of Peace) and monumental sundial, whose central gnomon was an obelisk taken from Egypt. The relief sculptures decorating the Ara Pacis visually augment Augustus's triumphs outlined in the Res Gestae. Its reliefs depict praetorians, the Vestals, and the citizenry of Rome.
The Corinthian order of architectural style originating from ancient Greece was the dominant architectural style in the age of Augustus. Suetonius once commented that Rome was unworthy of its status as an imperial capital, yet Augustus and Agrippa set out to dismantle this sentiment. They transformed the appearance of Rome upon the Greek model, incorporating both Classical and Hellenistic elements with many Athenian monuments as direct inspirations.


The Temple of Augustus and Livia in Vienne, France, late 1st centuryBC

Augustus had the temples of Caesar, Jupiter Tonans, and Apollo Palatinus erected, as well as the Baths of Agrippa and the Forum of Augustus with its Temple of Mars Ultor. He encouraged the establishment of the Theatre of Balbus and Agrippa's construction of the Pantheon, and funded additional projects in the name of others, often relations (e.g. Portico of Octavia, Theatre of Marcellus). Even his tomb in Rome was built before his death to house members of his family. To celebrate his victory at the Battle of Actium, the Arch of Augustus was built in 29BC near the entrance of the Temple of Castor and Pollux, and widened in 19BC to include a triple-arch design. He also completed projects left unfinished by Julius Caesar, such as the Curia Julia, the Forum of Caesar, and the Temple of Venus Genetrix. He rebuilt the Basilica Aemilia by 2BC (previously burned down in a fire of 35BC).


Augustus also provided grand spectacles in Rome. The amphitheater constructed by Statilius Taurus from 34 to 29BC was the first stone amphitheater built in the city, and opened with gladiator games around the time Octavian staged shows of live combat and the first ever killing of a rhino and hippopotamus for entertainment in Rome. Augustus staged lion hunts in the Circus Maximus, temporarily flooded the Circus Flaminius for slaughtering crocodiles, and held gladiatorial bouts in the Saepta Julia. In 2BC he also staged an elaborate mock naval battle, the naumachia Augusti, by creating an artificial lake on the west bank of the Tiber, its waters fed by a newly built aqueduct, the Aqua Alsietina that stretched for over twenty miles. In a lethal performance, the combatants reenacted the 480BC Battle of Salamis between the Greek city-states led by Athens and the Persian Achaemenid Empire.


Public works


Remains of the Pont Flavien bridge along the Via Julia Augusta in Saint-Chamas, Bouches-du-Rhône, France
Augustus put Agrippa in charge of Rome's water supply, sanitation, drainage system, public baths, and roads. Agrippa had overseen these works when he served as aedile in 33BC, and even privately funded them afterwards. In 33BC he built the Aqua Julia aqueduct, along with new cisterns and water towers. After Agrippa's death in 12BC, Augustus had to find a solution to maintain Rome's water supply system, and he arranged a system where the Senate designated three of its members as commissioners in charge of the water supply and repair of aqueducts.


During the triumvirate and early reign of Augustus, Agrippa oversaw the construction of new roads for military purposes to the Rhine frontier. Augustus created the senatorial commission of the curatores viarum ('supervisors for roads'), which worked with local officials and contractors to organize regular repairs to roads. Augustus repaired all bridges in Rome except the Milvian and Minucian ones, and paved the Via Flaminia between Rome and Ariminum. In his late reign, he tasked a commission of five senators, the curatores locorum publicorum iudicandorum ('Supervisors of Public Property'), with maintaining public buildings and temples.


Residences




A corner of the lower cubiculum in the House of Augustus on the Palatine Hill in Rome, with Pompeian second style frescos
Augustus's official residence was the Domus Augusti ('House of Augustus') on the Palatine Hill, though its identification is not certain. According to Suetonius the home was somewhat modest, but if it was the Carettoni house west of the Palatine temple of Apollo, then Augustus's residence would have been substantially larger and more luxurious than literary sources admit. Augustus dedicated this temple to Apollo near his home in 28BC, and he often appears on coinage wearing the civic crown with laurels highly associated with Apollo. The Domus Augusti is also located near the Casa Romuli ('House of Romulus'), purportedly that of Rome's legendary founder Romulus. The House of Livia is located nearby, though it is unclear if Augustus's wife lived there before his death.


Outside Rome, Augustus owned three countryside villas, which were not extravagant but had ornamental gardens. Augustus built the Palazzo a Mare palace on the island of Capri, where he hosted a sizable collection of fossils and what may have been dinosaur bones. At the Villa Giulia on the island of Ventotene, where Augustus exiled his daughter Julia, he constructed a sophisticated hypocaust central heating system for two large bathtubs and a caldarium hot plunge bath. Augustus's family home was a villa located in Nola, where he and his father died. This residence was probably the villa discovered at Somma Vesuviana.


Critical analysis

Ancient and contemporary views


Virgil reading The Aeneid before Augustus, Livia and Octavia, by Jean-Auguste-Dominique Ingres, 1812, Musée des Augustins; Octavia the Younger allegedly fainted during a public reading of the Aeneid in Rome by Virgil, becoming emotionally overwhelmed during the passage about the death of her son Marcus Claudius Marcellus.
Writers throughout the ages have both praised and criticized Augustus. The contemporary Roman jurist Marcus Antistius Labeo, fond of the days of pre-Augustan republican liberty in which he had been born, openly criticized the Augustan regime. In his Annals, Tacitus wrote that Augustus had cunningly subverted Republican Rome into a position of slavery, and that the people of Rome traded one slaveholder for another with the succession of Tiberius. Tacitus believed that Emperor Nerva (r.96–98) successfully joined principate and liberty. The 3rd-century historian Cassius Dio acknowledged Augustus as a benign, moderate ruler, yet like most other post-Augustan historians he viewed Augustus as an autocrat. The 1st-century poet Lucan argued that Caesar's victory over Pompey and the death of Cato the Younger in 46BC marked the end of traditional liberty in Rome.


Modern academics still debate the extent to which Augustus censored criticism of him. As triumvir, Octavian destroyed all public records dating from the Ides of March 44BC to the defeat of Sextus Pompey in 36BC, a convenient political move that aligned with popular sentiment for purging painful memories about the proscriptions. Augustan poets sometimes openly criticized the emperor, such as Propertius when he disapproved of the execution of prisoners during the Perusine War. Some of Virgil and Horace's poetry has been interpreted as praising their patron Augustus as an upholder of moral justice, and for maintaining the Empire. Octavian was Virgil's patron when the latter penned his Eclogues, which express the discontented views of impoverished farmers and landowners during the triumvirate. Through private letters it appears that Augustus maintained genuine friendships with Virgil and Horace, with no evidence that he intervened directly in their writing of poems. Yet in c.AD8 Augustus had the poet Ovid exiled, and his literature banned.


Tacitus claimed that the discipline of history declined under Augustus due to historians flattering the emperor rather than by active suppression. Livy wrote his highly influential and encompassing History of Rome during Augustus's reign. Despite championing many of Augustus's views, Livy wrote independently and Tacitus later claimed that Augustus even lightly criticized Livy for glorifying Pompey's career. Augustus may have quietly had his niece Antonia Minor pressure her son Claudius to refrain from writing a history on Rome's civil wars.


Middle Ages and Renaissance

Augustus became a revered figure in Christendom during the Middle Ages due to church fathers Orosius, Ambrose, and Bede depicting him as a divinely ordained peacemaker who created a stable realm for the arrival of Christ. The c.1250 Golden Legend hagiographical anthology promoted the legend of the Tiburtine Sibyl, in which Augustus had an alleged vision of Jesus and his mother Mary. Petrarch viewed Augustus as a righteous ruler, an idea widely accepted in Renaissance humanist literature until the 16th century when more negative views found acceptance.


Modern perspectives

The Chiaramonti Caesar bust, a posthumous portrait of Julius Caesar in marble, 44–30 BC, Museo Pio-Clementino, Vatican Museums
Views on Augustus varied during the early modern period. The Anglo-Irish writer Jonathan Swift criticized Augustus for installing tyranny over Rome, likening the virtues of the previous Roman Republic to those of Great Britain's constitutional monarchy. French political philosopher Montesquieu remarked that Augustus was a coward in battle, and English playwright William Shakespeare portrayed 'Caesar' as such in his 1607 play Antony & Cleopatra. Scottish scholar Thomas Blackwell deemed Augustus a bloodthirsty usurper and tyrant, views that were shared by Montesquieu and Voltaire. During the 19th century Augustus was widely considered a reformer who brought peace and prosperity after the chaos caused by a failed Republic, though Napoleon Bonaparte emulated Julius Caesar as a role model and was slightly dismissive of Augustus.


Attitudes about Augustus shifted once again during the 20th century, as scholarship during the upheavals of fascism in the 1930s and 1940s generally held negative views about Augustus's seizure of power. In 1937–1938, Benito Mussolini held an 'Augustan exhibition' in Rome to celebrate the bimillenary of the birth of Augustus, an event which influenced architectural trends of Fascist Italy. Mussolini also styled himself as Il Duce after dux Augustus. Ronald Syme expressed apprehension about Mussolini's espousal of Augustus. He sparked debate by publishing the then controversial The Roman Revolution (1939) at the onset of the Second World War, acknowledging the political climate that impacted his research. He rejected fascist appropriations of ancient Rome while examining deceptive political terminology employed by totalitarian regimes. Subsequently more peaceful times have led to a greater focus on the art and literature produced in the Augustan age. In 2014 the historian Adrian Goldsworthy stressed that, in modern terms, Augustus was essentially a military dictator, but argued that Augustus was no more ruthless than "other warlords", and that comparing him to Mussolini or other modern dictators is anachronistic and inaccurate.


The Roman Revolution was not widely circulated in continental Europe until 1952, but this and other works by Syme left a major impact on scholarship in the English-speaking world and its views on Augustus in particular. Syme viewed Octavian as a "sickly and sinister youth," and his political faction as an entity similar to a modern crime syndicate. Syme criticized some academics for attributing Julius Caesar's political achievements to Octavian, their ready acceptance of Augustan propaganda about Mark Antony, and the view of Augustus as a flawless organizer and peacemaker. Goldsworthy largely agrees with Syme's analysis, but argues that he was very favorable toward Antony and far too harsh in criticizing Augustus's supporters, "especially the majority who came from outside the established aristocracy". Modern academics debate whether Augustus attempted to distance himself from Caesar the dictator when embracing the deified Caesar. Octavian–Augustus placed more emphasis on his own role as princeps over time.


Veiled head of Augustus, 1st centuryBC, National Archaeological Museum of the Marches
Modern historians have also highlighted the many positive effects of Augustus's reign, the longevity of which is viewed as a major contributing factor in the transformation of Rome into a de facto monarchy. Eck and Takács stress that Augustus was responsible for establishing a standing professional army, the dynastic principle of the imperial succession, the embellishment of the capital at the emperor's expense, and relative peace and prosperity for over two centuries. Historian Walter Eder contends that Augustus promoted Republican Roman virtues and addressed the concerns of the plebs by means of generosity and cutting back on lavish excess. In 29BC, Augustus gave 400 sesterces (equal to one-tenth of a Roman pound of gold) each to 250,000 citizens, 1,000 sesterces each to 120,000 veterans in the colonies, and spent 700million sesterces in purchasing land for his soldiers to settle upon. He also restored 82 different temples to display his care for the Roman pantheon of deities. In 28BC, he melted down 80 silver statues commemorating him in an attempt to appear frugal and modest.


Cultural depictions



Physical appearance and official images


Left: The bronze Meroë Head of Augustus, excavated from a Nubian temple in Meroë in the Kingdom of Kush (modern Sudan), taken as a trophy of war during the invasion of Roman Egypt by Queen Amanirenas, dated 27–25BCRight: Faience head of Augustus, early 1st-centuryAD, Museo degli Argenti, Florence





Suetonius's Twelve Caesars includes a biography of Augustus and details about his appearance. According to Goldsworthy, descriptions of hair color in ancient Roman sources are often ambiguous, and Suetonius's comment that Augustus's curly hair was inclined towards golden (subflavum) could mean either "slightly blond" or "brown rather than black" hair. Scientific analysis of traces of paint found in his official statues shows that he most likely had naturally light brown hair. Augustus was likely about 5feet 9inches (1.75m) tall and may have worn built-up soles to appear taller.
Among the best known portraits of Augustus are the Prima Porta Statue, his sculpted relief on the Ara Pacis, and the sculpted Via Labicana Augustus. Prominent cameo portraits include the Blacas Cameo and Gemma Augustea. The official imagery was tightly controlled and idealized, drawing from a tradition of Hellenistic portraiture. From c.29 BC, his portraits proliferated across the Roman world, and they emphasized a youthful appearance until his death.


Julius Caesar first introduced personalized portraits of living individuals on Roman coins in the 40sBC, and Augustus's image on coins is perhaps one means by which he emulated Caesar. It is highly likely Augustus personally dictated how these portraits appeared. Augustus's name and image became universal on coinage throughout the Empire. Goldsworthy notes how the 'Caesar' on silver coins which was mentioned by Jesus in the New Testament was most likely Augustus rather than Tiberius. Later emperors minted coins depicting both themselves and previous rulers including Augustus.


Post-classical visual artworks


The Age of Augustus, the Birth of Christ, c. 1852–1854, by Jean-Léon Gérôme, Musée de Picardie
Augustus has also been depicted in various artworks following classical antiquity. For instance, he appears on the Hereford Mappa Mundi dated c. 1300 wearing a papal tiara as he orders geographers to create a survey of the world. In 1765 Louis XV commissioned French painter Charles-André van Loo to create a painting depicting Augustus closing the gates of the Temple of Janus in the Forum, a signal that Rome was at peace. Louis XV disliked the painting and had it removed from his hunting lodge, but historian Mary Beard contends that van Loo's painting served as "an appropriate backdrop" during the signing of the 1802 Treaty of Amiens during the Napoleonic Wars. Napoleon III commissioned French painter Jean-Léon Gérôme to create the painting titled The Age of Augustus, the Birth of Christ (c. 1852–1854), which blends classical and gothic elements and depicts Augustus on an imperial dais above a nativity scene, juxtaposing the birth of Jesus with the peace brought about by the reign of Augustus. It was exhibited in Paris at the 1855 Universal Exposition.


Theater, film, televised series, and novels


Augustus is not as widely known as his great-uncle Julius Caesar and is often sidelined as a minor character or brooding villain in theatrical plays, films, TV series, comics, and novels. Goldsworthy attributes this to the fact that Shakespeare never wrote a play centered around him. Shakespeare's 1599 play Julius Caesar features the character of Octavius, while in the 1607 play Antony and Cleopatra he plays a weak, cowardly, and manipulative foe to Antony under the name Caesar. This view is perhaps based on ancient primary sources that reflect the propaganda war waged between Antony and Octavian, manifested in the cold performance of actor Roddy McDowall as Octavian in the 1963 film Cleopatra. Robert Graves's 1934 novel I, Claudius and its subsequent 1976 television series depict the older Augustus in a far more sympathetic light as he is outmaneuvered by his murderous wife Livia, though he plays only a supporting character.




Original: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Augustus
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Donkey Kong is a video game series and media franchise created by the Japanese game designer Shigeru Miyamoto for Nintendo. It follows the adventures of Donkey Kong, a large, powerful gorilla, and other members of the Kong family of simians. Donkey Kong games include the original arcade game trilogy by Nintendo R&D1; the Donkey Kong Country series by Rare and Retro Studios; and the Mario vs. Donkey Kong series by Nintendo Software Technology. Various studios have developed spin-offs in genres such as edutainment, puzzle, racing, and rhythm. The franchise also incorporates animation, printed media, theme parks, and merchandise.


Miyamoto designed the original 1981 Donkey Kong to repurpose unsold arcade cabinets following the failure of Radar Scope (1980). It was a major success and was followed by the sequels Donkey Kong Jr. (1982) and Donkey Kong 3 (1983). Nintendo placed the franchise on a hiatus as it shifted focus to the spin-off Mario franchise. Rare's 1994 reboot, the Super Nintendo Entertainment System (SNES) game Donkey Kong Country, reestablished Donkey Kong as a major Nintendo franchise. Rare developed Donkey Kong games for the SNES, Game Boy, and Nintendo 64 until it was acquired by Microsoft in 2002; subsequent games were developed by Nintendo, Retro Studios, Namco and Paon. After Donkey Kong Country: Tropical Freeze (2014), the franchise went on another hiatus until Donkey Kong Bananza (2025).


The main Donkey Kong games are platform games in which the player must reach the end of a level. Donkey Kong appears as the antagonist or protagonist; his role alternates between games. The original games featured a small cast of characters, including Donkey Kong, Mario, and Pauline. Rare's games expanded the cast with friendly Kongs alongside the Kremlings, an army of antagonistic crocodiles led by Donkey Kong's nemesis King K. Rool. Mario, the protagonist of the 1981 game, became Nintendo's mascot and the star of the Mario franchise, and Donkey Kong characters appear in Mario games such as Mario Kart, Mario Party, and Mario Tennis. Donkey Kong characters also feature in crossover games such as Mario & Sonic and Super Smash Bros.


Outside of video games, the franchise includes the animated series Donkey Kong Country (1996–2000), a themed area in Super Nintendo World at Universal's theme parks, soundtrack albums, and Lego construction toys. Donkey Kong is one of Nintendo's bestselling franchises, with more than 65 million copies sold by 2021. The original game was Nintendo's first major international success; it rescued Nintendo of America from a financial crisis, and established it as a prominent force in the video game industry. The franchise has pioneered or popularized concepts such as in-game storytelling and pre-rendered graphics, inspired other games (including clones), and influenced popular culture.


History



1981–1982: Conception and first game

[image: Shigeru Miyamoto, a Japanese man wearing a black coat and white shirt with red, yellow, and blue Pikmin characters]Donkey Kong creator Shigeru Miyamoto in 2015
In the late 1970s, the Japanese company Nintendo shifted its focus from producing toys and playing cards to arcade games. This followed the 1973 oil crisis, which increased the cost of manufacturing toys, and the success of Taito's arcade game Space Invaders (1978). In 1980, Nintendo released Radar Scope, a Space Invaders-style shoot 'em up game. It was a commercial failure and put the newly established subsidiary Nintendo of America in a financial crisis. Its founder, Minoru Arakawa, asked his father-in-law, Nintendo CEO Hiroshi Yamauchi, to provide a new game that could repurpose the unsold Radar Scope cabinets. Most of Nintendo's top developers were preoccupied, so the task went to Shigeru Miyamoto, a first-time game designer.


Supervised by Gunpei Yokoi, Miyamoto settled on a love triangle with the characters Bluto, Popeye, and Olive Oyl from the Popeye franchise, but a licensing deal between Nintendo and King Features fell through. Bluto evolved into a gorilla, an animal Miyamoto said was "nothing too evil or repulsive". He was named Donkey Kong—donkey to convey stubborn and kong to imply gorilla. Popeye became Mario, the new protagonist, while Olive Oyl became Pauline, the damsel in distress. Miyamoto cited the fairy tale "Beauty and the Beast" and the 1933 film King Kong as influences.


Donkey Kong was one of the earliest platform games, with players controlling Mario as he ascends a construction site to rescue Pauline from Donkey Kong. Whereas previous platform games focused on climbing, Miyamoto placed an emphasis on jumping to avoid obstacles and cross gaps. He envisioned something akin to a playable comic strip that unfolded across multiple levels with unique scenarios. This was uncommon in contemporary arcade games, which typically featured a single scenario that repeated. As he lacked programming expertise, Miyamoto consulted technicians on whether his ideas were possible. Four programmers from Ikegami Tsushinki spent three months turning Miyamoto's design into a finished game.


Although Miyamoto's team was told it would be a failure, Donkey Kong became Nintendo's first major international success upon its release in July 1981. The $280 million windfall gain rescued Nintendo of America from its financial crisis and established it as a prominent brand in the United States. Donkey Kong achieved further success in 1982, when Nintendo released a Game & Watch adaptation and licensed it to Coleco for ports to home consoles. It grossed $4.4 billion across various platforms, making it one of the highest-grossing games of all time. In 1982, Universal City Studios filed a lawsuit alleging Donkey Kong violated its trademark of King Kong. The lawsuit failed when Nintendo's lawyer, Howard Lincoln, discovered that Universal had won a lawsuit in 1976 by declaring that King Kong was in the public domain.


1982–1994: Sequels and first hiatus

Miyamoto and his team used game mechanics and levels that could not be included in Donkey Kong as the basis for a sequel. Miyamoto wanted to make Donkey Kong the protagonist, but the sprite graphic was too big to easily maneuver, so he created a new character, Donkey Kong Jr. The team still wanted Donkey Kong on top of the screen, so they conceived a plot in which Mario had caged him and Donkey Kong Jr. had to save him. To develop Donkey Kong Jr. (1982), Nintendo reverse-engineered Ikegami's Donkey Kong code, making it the first game that Nintendo developed without outside help. Following Donkey Kong Jr.'s release, Ikegami sued Nintendo for copyright infringement. In 1990, the Tokyo High Court ruled in favor of Ikegami, and the companies reached a settlement.


Donkey Kong 3, released in 1983, features shooter gameplay that departs from its predecessors. Instead of Mario, the player controls Stanley, an exterminator from the Game & Watch game Green House (1982), who must fend off Donkey Kong and a swarm of bees. Also in 1983, Nintendo released the Famicom, known worldwide as the Nintendo Entertainment System (NES), in Japan; two of the three launch games were ports of Donkey Kong and Donkey Kong Jr. The early library also included Donkey Kong Jr. Math (1983), an edutainment game based on Donkey Kong Jr., while Hudson Soft developed the Japan exclusive Donkey Kong 3: The Great Counterattack (1984) for NEC PC-8801, NEC PC-6601, and Sharp X1. Donkey Kong 3 and Donkey Kong Jr. Math were commercial failures. A line of other educational games was canceled following the failure of Donkey Kong Jr. Math. Bruce Lowry, Nintendo of America's vice president of sales at the time, later called it "the worst game we ever sold".


Sega obtained the license to develop a game featuring a playable Donkey Kong as a parking attendant, but it was canceled after a management buyout from Gulf and Western Industries in 1984. Donkey Kong went on an extended hiatus, while the spin-off Mario franchise found success on the NES, cementing Mario as Nintendo's mascot. Donkey Kong's appearances were limited to cameos in unrelated games. Nintendo staff began discussing a Donkey Kong revival as the original game's tenth anniversary approached in 1991. They were unable to start a new game at the time, so they included Donkey Kong Jr. as a playable character in Super Mario Kart (1992). However, the discussions led to the production of the Game Boy game Donkey Kong (1994), the first original Donkey Kong game in ten years. It features Mario as the player character and begins as a remake of the 1981 game before introducing over 100 puzzle-platforming levels that incorporate elements from Donkey Kong Jr. and Super Mario Bros. 2 (1988).


The 1987 Official Nintendo Player's Guide advertised a Donkey Kong revival for the NES, Return of Donkey Kong, which was never released. In the early 1990s, Philips obtained the license to use five Nintendo characters, including Donkey Kong, in games for the CD-i format. Philips contracted Riedel Software Productions to make a CD-i Donkey Kong game; it was developed between 1992 and 1993, but was canceled. The 2020 Nintendo data leak included a prototype for Yoshi's Island (1995) featuring a protagonist who resembles Stanley. Its title, Super Donkey, suggests that Yoshi's Island began as a Donkey Kong game before it was altered to star the Mario character Yoshi.


1994–1996: Rare and Donkey Kong Country

[image: Tim (right) and Chris (left) Stamper; the middle-aged men both wear black polos with red logos on the right of the buttons. Tim has a beard, while Chris is balding.]Rare founders Tim and Chris Stamper (pictured in 2015) led the development of Donkey Kong Country (1994), which reestablished Donkey Kong as a major franchise.

Around 1992, Rare, a British developer founded by the brothers Tim and Chris Stamper, purchased Silicon Graphics, Inc. (SGI) Challenge workstations with Alias rendering software to render 3D models. The move made Rare the most technologically advanced UK developer and situated them high in the international market. Rare began experimenting with using the technology in a boxing game. At the time, Nintendo was embroiled in a console war with Sega, whose Genesis competed with the Super Nintendo Entertainment System (SNES). Nintendo wanted to compete with Sega's Aladdin (1993), which features graphics by Disney animators. Lincoln, who became a Nintendo of America executive following the Universal lawsuit, learned of Rare's SGI experiments during a trip to Europe.


After impressing Nintendo with a demonstration, Tim Stamper suggested developing a platform game that used pre-rendered 3D graphics. Nintendo granted the Stampers permission to use the Donkey Kong intellectual property; some sources indicate that the Stampers requested this, though the designer Gregg Mayles recalled that it was Nintendo that requested a Donkey Kong game. Nintendo reasoned that licensing Donkey Kong posed minimal risk as the franchise was dormant. Rare's reboot, Donkey Kong Country (1994), features side-scrolling gameplay that Mayles based on the Super Mario series. It was the first Donkey Kong game neither directed nor produced by Miyamoto, though he provided support and contributed design ideas.


Donkey Kong Country was one of the first games for a mainstream home video game console to use pre-rendered graphics, achieved through a compression technique that allowed Rare to convert 3D models into SNES sprites with little loss of detail. Because Donkey Kong did not have much of an established universe, Rare was free to expand it, introducing Donkey Kong's sidekick Diddy Kong (who replaced Donkey Kong Jr.) and the antagonistic Kremlings. After 18 months of development, Donkey Kong Country was released in November 1994 to acclaim, with critics hailing its visuals as groundbreaking. It was a major success, selling 9.3 million copies and becoming the third-bestselling SNES game. It reestablished Donkey Kong as a major Nintendo franchise and heralded Donkey Kong's transition from villain to hero. Miyamoto felt Rare had "breathed new life into" Donkey Kong and demonstrated that it could be trusted with the franchise. Following the success, Nintendo purchased a large minority stake in Rare.


Rare began developing concepts for a Donkey Kong Country sequel during production, and Nintendo green-lit the project immediately after the success. Donkey Kong Country 2: Diddy's Kong Quest, released in 1995, features Diddy rescuing a kidnapped Donkey Kong and introduces Diddy's girlfriend Dixie Kong. It was designed to be less linear and more challenging, with a theme reflecting Mayles' fascination with pirates. Diddy's Kong Quest was a critical success and is the sixth-bestselling SNES game. Following Diddy's Kong Quest, the Donkey Kong Country team split in two, with one half working on Donkey Kong Country 3: Dixie Kong's Double Trouble! (1996). Dixie Kong's Double Trouble features Dixie and a new character, Kiddy Kong, as the protagonists, and incorporates 3D-esque gameplay and Zelda-inspired role-playing elements. Although it was released late in the SNES lifespan and after the launch of the Nintendo 64, Dixie Kong's Double Trouble! sold well.


1995–2002: Franchise expansion

Separate Rare teams developed the Game Boy games Donkey Kong Land (1995), Donkey Kong Land 2 (1996), and Donkey Kong Land III (1997), which condensed the Country series' gameplay for the handheld game console. Rare's Game Boy programmer, Paul Machacek, convinced Tim Stamper that developing Land as an original game rather than a port would be a better use of resources. A port of Country was eventually released for the Game Boy Color in 2000. Rare also developed a tech demo for a Virtual Boy Donkey Kong game, which was canceled after the system's commercial failure.
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Rare developed further Donkey Kong games for the Game Boy (left) and Nintendo 64 throughout the late 1990s.





The first Donkey Kong game for the Nintendo 64, Diddy Kong Racing, a kart racing game, was released as Nintendo's major 1997 Christmas shopping season product. Rare originally developed it as a sequel to its NES game R.C. Pro-Am (1988), but added Diddy Kong to increase its marketability. It received favorable reviews and sold 4.5 million copies. Two characters, Banjo the Bear and Conker the Squirrel, appeared in Diddy Kong Racing before starring in the Banjo-Kazooie and Conker franchises.


In 1997, Rare began working on Donkey Kong 64, the first Donkey Kong platform game to feature 3D gameplay. They conceived it as a linear game similar to the Country series, but switched to a more open-ended design using the game engine from their 1998 game Banjo-Kazooie after 18 months. Transitioning Donkey Kong to 3D proved challenging since the technology was still new. The designers could not replicate the detail of Country's pre-rendering on the Nintendo 64, which rendered graphics in real time. Donkey Kong 64 was released in November 1999, accompanied by a US$22 million marketing campaign. It was Nintendo's bestselling game during the 1999 Christmas season and received positive reviews, though critics felt it did not match the revolutionary impact of Donkey Kong Country.


At E3 2001, Nintendo and Rare announced three Donkey Kong projects: the GameCube game Donkey Kong Racing and the Game Boy Advance (GBA) games Donkey Kong Coconut Crackers and Diddy Kong Pilot. However, development costs were increasing, the Nintendo 64 did not perform as well as Nintendo's previous consoles, and the GameCube was also expected to be a sales disappointment. Rare began looking to be acquired, but Nintendo did not see Rare remaining valuable in the long term and opted against acquiring them. In September 2002, Microsoft acquired Rare for $375 million, making Rare a first-party developer for Xbox. Nintendo retained the rights to Donkey Kong under the terms of the acquisition. Donkey Kong Racing was canceled, and Rare reworked Donkey Kong Coconut Crackers and Diddy Kong Pilot into It's Mr. Pants (2004) and Banjo-Pilot (2005).


2002–2010: After Rare

After Microsoft acquired Rare, Nintendo relegated Donkey Kong to spin-offs and guest appearances in its other franchises, such as Mario Kart, Mario Party, and Super Smash Bros. In 2003, Nintendo and Namco released Donkey Konga (2003), a spin-off rhythm game. It was designed for the DK Bongos, a GameCube peripheral that resembles bongo drums. Nintendo of America executive Reggie Fils-Aimé opposed releasing Donkey Konga, concerned it would damage the Donkey Kong brand, but it sold well and received positive reviews. It was followed by Donkey Konga 2 (2004) and the Japan exclusive Donkey Konga 3 (2005).


Donkey Kong Jungle Beat, the first main Donkey Kong game since Donkey Kong 64, was released for the GameCube in 2004. It returned to the Donkey Kong Country style of platforming, controlled using the DK Bongos. It was directed by Yoshiaki Koizumi as the debut project of Nintendo EAD Tokyo. Koizumi sought to create an accessible game with a simple control scheme to contrast with more complex contemporary games. It received positive reviews, but was a commercial disappointment. A Wii version, featuring revised Wii Remote and Nunchuk controls, was released in 2008 as part of the New Play Control! line. A racing game that used the DK Bongos, Donkey Kong Barrel Blast, was developed by Paon for the GameCube, but was moved to the Wii with no support for the bongos. It was released in 2007 to negative reviews, with criticism for its controls.


Despite the acquisition, Rare continued to develop games for Nintendo's handheld consoles since Microsoft did not have a competing handheld. It developed ports of the Country games for the GBA and Diddy Kong Racing for the Nintendo DS with additional content, released between 2003 and 2007. Paon also developed DK: King of Swing (2005) for the GBA and DK: Jungle Climber (2007) for the DS, which blend Country elements with puzzle gameplay inspired by Clu Clu Land (1984). Mario vs. Donkey Kong, a spiritual successor to the Game Boy Donkey Kong that restored Donkey Kong's villainous role, was developed by Nintendo Software Technology and released on the GBA in 2004. It was followed by the DS sequels March of the Minis (2006), Minis March Again! (2009), and Mini-Land Mayhem! (2010).


2010–2025: Retro Studios and second hiatus

[image: Kensuke Tanabe, a Japanese man wearing glasses, a brown shirt, and red tie]Kensuke Tanabe (pictured in 2013) produced the Retro Studios Donkey Kong games.
In 2008, Miyamoto expressed interest in a Donkey Kong Country revival. The producer Kensuke Tanabe suggested enlisting Retro Studios, which had developed the Metroid Prime series. With Donkey Kong Country Returns, Retro sought to refine classic Country elements and introduce mechanics such as surface-clinging and simultaneous multiplayer. Returns, the first original Country game since Dixie Kong's Double Trouble!, was released for the Wii in November 2010. It sold 4.21 million copies in under a month and received positive reviews, with critics considering it a return to form for the franchise. It was rereleased with additional content for the Nintendo 3DS in 2013, and for the Nintendo Switch in 2025.


Retro developed a sequel, Donkey Kong Country: Tropical Freeze, for the Wii U. The greater processing power allowed for new visual elements, such as lighting and translucency effects and dynamic camera movement. Tropical Freeze was released in February 2014 to favorable reviews, but sold poorly in comparison to Returns; Nintendo Life attributed this to the Wii U's commercial failure. It achieved greater success when it was ported to the Switch in May 2018, outselling the Wii U version within a week. Tropical Freeze remained the most recent major Donkey Kong game for over a decade, though the Mario vs. Donkey Kong series continued with Tipping Stars (2015) and Mini Mario & Friends: Amiibo Challenge (2016) for the Wii U and 3DS, and a remake of the GBA game (2024) with new levels and cooperative gameplay for the Switch.


Nintendo and the Activision Blizzard subsidiary Vicarious Visions, with consultation from Miyamoto, worked on a Donkey Kong game for the Switch for six months. Codenamed Freedom, the project was an open-world 3D platformer that emphasized traversal, with grinding on vines as a core mechanic. It was canceled in 2016 after Activision Blizzard redirected resources to the Call of Duty franchise, due to a reduced focus on single-player games and the declining sales of Vicarious Visions' Skylanders franchise. Details and concept art surfaced in 2024.


2025–present: Donkey Kong Bananza

After Nintendo Entertainment Planning & Development (EPD) completed Super Mario Odyssey (2017), Koizumi directed them to develop a 3D Donkey Kong game. A programmer had been conducting experiments with voxel technology and destructible environments, which had been used to a limited degree in Odyssey. EPD realized that Donkey Kong's strength was a good fit.


The development of Donkey Kong Bananza, the first 3D Donkey Kong game since Donkey Kong 64, began on the Nintendo Switch and shifted to the Nintendo Switch 2 around 2021. Donkey Kong was redesigned to combine the expressiveness of Miyamoto's original design and his more cool and adventurous Country depiction. Pauline was redesigned as his young sidekick, and the Kremlings were reintroduced after a nearly 20-year absence. The producer, Kenta Motokura, said Bananza was an opportunity to establish separate 2D and 3D Donkey Kong series as Nintendo had done with Super Mario. Bananza was released in July 2025 to acclaim; reviewers described it as a triumphant return for Donkey Kong and the Switch 2's killer app.


Story and characters




The original Donkey Kong features three characters: Donkey Kong, a large, antagonistic gorilla; Mario, the overall-wearing protagonist; and Pauline, Mario's girlfriend. Donkey Kong follows Mario as he ascends a construction site to rescue Pauline from Donkey Kong, his escaped pet ape. In the sequel, Donkey Kong Jr., Mario imprisons Donkey Kong in a cage. The game introduces Donkey Kong's son, the diaper-wearing Donkey Kong Jr. Mario, Pauline, Donkey Kong, and Jr. return in the 1994 Game Boy Donkey Kong, in which Mario again must rescue Pauline from the Kongs. The Game Boy game was the first Donkey Kong game to depict Donkey Kong wearing a red necktie bearing his initials, "DK".


Beginning with Donkey Kong Country, Donkey Kong's role shifted from antagonist to protagonist. Rare's Kevin Bayliss redesigned him; along with the red tie from the Game Boy game, he was given what GamesRadar+ described as "menacing, sunken eyes" and a "beak-like muzzle", and Bayliss designed him as blocky and muscular to make animating him easier. The Donkey Kong in Rare's games is a separate character from the one in the arcade games, who appears as the elderly Cranky Kong. Cranky Kong provides scathing, fourth wall-breaking humor in which he unfavorably compares current games to older ones like the original Donkey Kong. Nintendo has been inconsistent about whether Cranky is Donkey Kong's father, making the modern Donkey Kong a grown-up Donkey Kong Jr., or grandfather.


Rare's games moved the primary setting from a city to Donkey Kong Island, an idyllic isle. Because Donkey Kong did not have much of an established universe, Rare was free to expand it with new characters. Donkey Kong Country introduced Diddy Kong, Donkey Kong's sidekick and nephew. Diddy's design was based on a spider monkey; he was created as a redesign of Donkey Kong Jr. but retooled into a separate character at Nintendo's request. As a result, Donkey Kong Jr. has made few appearances since Country. Other supporting Kong characters that Rare introduced include Funky Kong, a surfer; Candy Kong, Donkey Kong's girlfriend; Dixie Kong, Diddy's girlfriend; Kiddy Kong, a large toddler; Chunky Kong, Kiddy's brother; Tiny Kong, Dixie's sister; and Lanky Kong, a buffoonish orangutan.


Country introduced King K. Rool, an anthropomorphic crocodile who is the series' main antagonist. K. Rool leads the Kremlings, an army of crocodiles who seek to steal Donkey Kong's hoard of bananas. Their name is a play on the Moscow Kremlin and their theme music incorporates Soviet influences. Polygon summarized K. Rool as an archetypal game villain who "often wears disguises and invents strange gadgets for his elaborately evil schemes", such as dressing as a pirate captain in Donkey Kong Country 2. The Retro Studios Country games introduce different villains: the Tiki Tak Tribe, a race of floating masks who hypnotize animals into stealing the banana hoard, and the Snowmads, Viking invaders who summon a dragon to take over Donkey Kong Island. Bananza introduces VoidCo., a mining company consisting of the villainous apes Void Kong, Grumpy Kong, and Poppy Kong, before K. Rool and the Kremlings replace them in a plot twist.


Although the Mario and Donkey Kong franchises largely remain separate, they take place in the same fictional universe. Donkey Kong and other Donkey Kong characters frequently appear as playable characters in Mario spin-offs such as Mario Kart, Mario Party, and Mario Tennis. Pauline appears in the 2017 Mario game Super Mario Odyssey as the mayor of the city from the original Donkey Kong. Bananza features a 13-year-old Pauline as Donkey Kong's sidekick, and implies that she is the original Pauline's granddaughter.


Gameplay

Original series

[image: An upright arcade cabinet with a joystick and three buttons, colored in red, blue, white, and black]A model of an original Donkey Kong (1981) arcade cabinet

Donkey Kong and Donkey Kong Jr. are early examples of the platform game genre. In both games, the player must guide the playable character (Mario in the first game, Donkey Kong Jr. in the second) to scale four levels while avoiding obstacles. The player jumps to dodge incoming obstacles (such as barrels) or cross gaps, and climbs ladders or vines to reach the top of the level. In the first game, Mario can destroy obstacles by obtaining a hammer power-up, while in the second, Donkey Kong Jr. can do so by knocking pieces of fruit down from vines. Points are awarded for dodging or destroying obstacles, collecting items, and completing stages quickly. The player begins each game with three lives, which they lose if they touch an obstacle or fall.


Donkey Kong 3 departs from the series' traditional gameplay by taking the form of a shooter. Players control Stanley, an exterminator who must stop Donkey Kong from stirring up insects in his greenhouse. Stanley uses bug spray to fend off Donkey Kong and enemy insects attempting to steal his flowers. Levels are completed by spraying Donkey Kong enough to force him to the top of the screen or by eliminating all the insects.


The 1994 Game Boy game begins with the four stages from the original Donkey Kong, but after completing the fourth, the player is presented with over 100 additional stages that introduce puzzle-platform gameplay in which Mario must scout each level within a time limit to locate a key. Mario can pick up and throw objects and enemies, similar to Super Mario Bros. 2, and perform acrobatics to reach otherwise inaccessible areas of the levels. This gameplay would serve as the basis for Mario vs. Donkey Kong, which introduces stages in which Mario must guide six Mini-Mario toys to a toy box while protecting them from hazards. Mario vs. Donkey Kong's sequels make guiding the Mini-Mario toys the focus, with each stage requiring the player to do so with touchscreen controls. This gameplay has been frequently compared to the strategy video game Lemmings (1991).


Side-scrolling games


The Donkey Kong Country series features platforming gameplay in which players complete side-scrolling levels to progress, reminiscent of Nintendo's Super Mario series. The player progresses through a world map that provides access to the themed worlds and their levels. They traverse the environment, jump between platforms, and avoid enemy and inanimate obstacles. Each world ends with a boss fight with a large enemy. The Country series is known for its high difficulty level and emphasis on momentum, requiring players to react to oncoming obstacles quickly to maintain flow.


Players control one of the various playable Kongs, depending on the game: Donkey Kong, Diddy Kong, Dixie Kong, Kiddy Kong, Cranky Kong, or Funky Kong. The Rare games each feature two protagonists, with the newer protagonist carrying over to the sequel while another is introduced. The Retro Studios games star Donkey Kong with other characters as his sidekicks. Players primarily control one Kong, with the second acting as additional hit points. In the Retro Studios games, the second Kong rides on Donkey Kong's back to provide special abilities; for instance, Diddy's jetpack allows him to temporarily hover.


Barrels return from the original series and can be used as weapons, or broken to uncover power-ups. One barrel variant releases a partner Kong when thrown. Each level contains collectibles such as bananas, letters that spell out K–O–N–G, balloons, and puzzle pieces. These items can be found within the main level or by discovering hidden bonus stages, where they are earned via completing a challenge. Country's game mechanics also include blasting out of barrels that function as cannons, vehicle sequences with minecarts and barrel-themed rockets, and swinging vines.


In certain levels, the player can free an animal that provides the Kongs with special abilities, similar to the Super Mario series' Yoshi. Recurring animal friends include Rambi, a rhino that can charge into enemies and find hidden entrances; Enguarde, a swordfish that can defeat enemies underwater; and Squawks, a parrot who carries the Kongs or assists in finding collectibles. Outside the main gameplay, the Rare games' world maps contain areas where players can converse with non-player characters, such as Cranky, who provide advice, collectibles, and save points. The Retro Studios games feature shops (run by Cranky in Returns and Funky in Tropical Freeze) where the player can purchase items like power-ups and lives.


The Donkey Kong Land trilogy reflects the SNES Country gameplay, with different level design that accounts for the Game Boy's hardware limitations. Jungle Beat adds score-attack elements, challenging players to complete levels with as many points as possible.


3D platformers

Donkey Kong 64 blends Country elements with adventure gameplay that emphasizes collecting items to proceed, reminiscent of Super Mario 64 (1996) and Banjo-Kazooie, as well as third-person shooting. The player explores worlds and solves puzzles tailored to the unique abilities of the five playable characters (Donkey Kong, Diddy, Chunky, Tiny, and Lanky). Donkey Kong Bananza similarly focuses on exploration and collecting items in open worlds, with many journalists comparing it to Nintendo EPD's previous game, Super Mario Odyssey. Bananza is distinguished by its destructible environments: Donkey Kong can smash almost every surface, destroy terrain, and rip pieces of the environment from the ground or walls.


Spin-offs

DK: King of Swing and DK: Jungle Climber feature settings and elements from the Country games, but require players to use the shoulder buttons to grab and climb pegboards to reach the end of a level. Diddy Kong Racing and Donkey Kong Barrel Blast are kart racing games that play similarly to the Mario Kart series, though Diddy Kong Racing features an adventure mode with boss fights, and Barrel Blast has the player shake the Wii Remote and Nunchuk alternatively to accelerate. The Donkey Konga trilogy was developed by the Taiko no Tatsujin developers and features the same gameplay: they are rhythm games in which the player must hit scrolling notes to the beat of the music with accurate timing, with stylized notes corresponding to different buttons. Players build combos by hitting two or more notes; the combo ends when they miss a beat.


Music


The music for Donkey Kong and Donkey Kong Jr. was composed by Yukio Kaneoka, one of Nintendo's earliest audio engineers. Kaneoka wanted to take players on an adventure with a "pretty melody", which he compared to those in Disney films. He faced resistance from the designers, who wanted comical music to reflect the games' tone. Hirokazu Tanaka, a sound engineer who later garnered recognition for his work on Nintendo's Metroid and Pokémon franchises, also contributed, while Miyamoto wrote Donkey Kong's opening and closing music.
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The Donkey Kong Country series features atmospheric music that mixes natural environmental sounds with melodic and percussive accompaniments. It was primarily composed by David Wise, who worked at Rare from 1985 to 2009. Wise drew inspiration from Koji Kondo's Super Mario and Legend of Zelda music, Tim and Geoff Follin's Plok! (1993) soundtrack, and 1980s synthesizer-heavy rock music, dance music and film soundtracks. He aimed to imitate the sound of the Korg Wavestation synthesizer. After Wise moved with a portion of the Diddy's Kong Quest team to work on Project Dream, Eveline Fischer—who composed a portion of the first Country—handled the majority of Dixie Kong's Double Trouble. Fischer attempted to give levels a sense of purpose and drew inspiration from film composers such as Alan Silvestri and Klaus Doldinger. Wise composed a replacement soundtrack for the 2005 GBA port of Dixie Kong's Double Trouble after Rare had problems converting Fischer's score.


Graeme Norgate and Grant Kirkhope adapted Wise's Country soundtracks for the first two Donkey Kong Land games, while Fischer adapted the Dixie Kong's Double Trouble soundtrack for Donkey Kong Land III. Fischer was set to compose music for Donkey Kong 64, but shifted to working on sound effects. She was replaced by Kirkhope, who composed alongside the Banjo-Kazooie games and Perfect Dark (2000). Nintendo Life described Kirkhope's Donkey Kong 64 score as closer in spirit to his work on Banjo-Kazooie than to Wise's Country music. Donkey Kong 64's introduction features the "DK Rap", a comedy rap song which introduces the Kong characters. It was written by Donkey Kong 64's director, George Andreas, scored and recorded by Kirkhope, and performed by Andreas and Chris Sutherland, with other Rare staff joining on the chorus.


Wise was unavailable during the development of Donkey Kong Country Returns, so Kenji Yamamoto took over. At the request of Miyamoto and Iwata, the Returns soundtrack mostly comprises rearrangements of tracks from the original Donkey Kong Country, plus some new material by Yamamoto. He focused on what Tanabe felt made Donkey Kong Country's music iconic, such as piano arrangements and the bassline. Wise left Rare during Returns' development and collaborated with Yamamoto on the Tropical Freeze soundtrack. Technological advances allowed Wise to achieve a "1940s big band jazz" sound that he had been unable to produce on the SNES. Beyond the Country series, Wise composed the Diddy Kong Racing soundtrack. Other composers who have contributed to Donkey Kong games include Mahito Yokota, who composed for Jungle Beat, and Lawrence Schwedler, who composed for Mario vs. Donkey Kong.


Other media

Crossovers

Donkey Kong is represented in every game in Nintendo's Super Smash Bros. series of crossover fighting games. Donkey Kong debuted in the original Super Smash Bros. (1999) as the only heavyweight fighter, with slow but powerful attacks. Diddy Kong was added as a playable fighter in Super Smash Bros. Brawl (2008), while King K. Rool was added in Super Smash Bros. Ultimate (2018). Smash games also feature Donkey Kong stages and music.


Donkey Kong appears in Mario & Sonic, an Olympic Games-themed crossover between Mario and Sega's Sonic the Hedgehog franchise, as a playable character; in the Wii version of Punch-Out!! (2009) as the final boss; and in Mario + Rabbids Kingdom Battle (2017), a crossover between Mario and Ubisoft's Raving Rabbids franchise, as the protagonist of an expansion pack. The toys-to-life game Skylanders: SuperChargers (2015) includes Donkey Kong as a playable character in the versions released on Nintendo platforms.


Animated series


A Donkey Kong cartoon produced by Ruby-Spears aired as part of CBS's hour-long Saturday Supercade programming block in 1983. The cartoon follows Mario and Pauline as they attempt to capture Donkey Kong after he escapes from a circus. Game Informer described the series as "abysmal... filled with bad puns and ridiculous situations". Soupy Sales voiced Donkey Kong, while Peter Cullen and Frank Welker (who later garnered recognition for voicing Optimus Prime and Megatron in the Transformers franchise) voiced Mario and Donkey Kong Jr. Donkey Kong is also a recurring character in Captain N: The Game Master, a DIC Entertainment series that ran on NBC for 34 episodes between 1989 and 1991.


Donkey Kong Country, a television series produced by the French-Canadian company Medialab Technology, ran for 40 episodes between 1997 and 2000, bridging the gap between Dixie Kong's Double Trouble and Donkey Kong 64. Reflecting the games' pre-rendered 3D graphics, Donkey Kong Country was produced using computer animation, accomplished with motion capture technology. The series adopts a sitcom approach and follows Donkey Kong as he attempts to protect a magical artifact, the Crystal Coconut, from King K. Rool. The creative direction was largely dictated by the limitations of early motion capture technology; Simon Racioppa, one of the writers, noted restrictions including characters being unable to pick up objects and introducing new locations and characters being discouraged. Donkey Kong Country was produced with little input from Nintendo, and was the final Western series that Nintendo licensed before it shifted to producing and distributing anime. The series was popular in France and Japan, though less so in the United States. Retrospectively, Hardcore Gaming 101 criticized the series for lacking the adventure of the Country games, while GameSpot called its aged animation "nightmare fuel" and "visually disturbing".


Printed media

The first issue of Blip, a short-lived American comic book published by Marvel Comics in 1983, features a story in which a foolish news reporter attempts to interview Mario during the events of the original Donkey Kong. The story characterizes Donkey Kong as the result of a failed experiment to breed construction-worker gorillas. Blip marked Mario's first appearance in a comic book, years before Valiant Comics' Nintendo Comics System series in the 1990s. The British comics publisher Fleetway Publications published a promotional Donkey Kong Country comic in the UK in 1995, while Michael Teitelbaum wrote children's book adaptations of Donkey Kong Country, Donkey Kong Land and Donkey Kong Country 2.


Films



[image: Seth Rogen, a white man with glasses, a beard, and a purple suit]Seth Rogen voices Donkey Kong in The Super Mario Bros. Movie (2023).

Elements from the Donkey Kong franchise feature prominently in The Super Mario Bros. Movie (2023), a 3D animated film produced by Nintendo, Illumination, and Universal Pictures. Mario (Chris Pratt) and Princess Peach (Anya Taylor-Joy) seek the Kongs' help to stop Bowser (Jack Black) from invading the Mushroom Kingdom. Seth Rogen and Fred Armisen voice Donkey Kong and Cranky Kong, while other Kongs make cameos and the "DK Rap" plays during Donkey Kong's introduction. Donkey Kong was redesigned for the first time since Donkey Kong Country, combining elements of Rare's design and his original arcade-era design. The Super Mario Bros. Movie received mixed reviews, and Rogen received criticism for voicing Donkey Kong in his regular speaking voice. The film earned over $1.3 billion, making it the highest-grossing film based on a video game. Donkey Kong makes a non-speaking cameo in The Super Mario Galaxy Movie (2026) during a flashback sequence.


In November 2021, before The Super Mario Bros. Movie's release, reports emerged that Illumination studios was developing a Donkey Kong film with Rogen set to reprise his role. In June 2025, Nintendo and Universal filed a copyright notice for a Donkey Kong film via the United States Copyright Office.


Theme parks



In September 2021, Nintendo and Universal Destinations & Experiences announced a Donkey Kong-themed expansion of the Super Nintendo World themed area at Universal Studios Japan and Universal Epic Universe. The area, Donkey Kong Country, opened at Universal Studios Japan in 2024 and expanded the size of Super Nintendo World by 70%. It was designed with consultation from Miyamoto and includes a roller coaster, Mine-Cart Madness, based on the Tiki Tong boss fight from Donkey Kong Country was inaugurated on December 11, 2024. The day before, on December 10, 2024, An official media and celebratory ceremony featuring Nintendo's Shigeru Miyamoto was held, leading up to the grand public opening the next morning. A prominent report by the Japan Times documented that by 8:00 AM—the moment the park opened to the general public—the queue for Mine-Cart Madness had already ballooned to a three-hour wait time.The area also features a K–O–N–G letter collection game and offers Donkey Kong-themed food and merchandise. A similar version of the section opened alongside Universal Epic Universe in 2025.
 

Merchandise


Donkey Kong merchandise includes clothing, toys such as plushes and Amiibo figures, trading cards, breakfast cereal, and soundtrack albums. The Lego Group began producing Donkey Kong Lego construction toys in 2023 as a subseries within its Lego Super Mario product line. The initial four sets, based on the Donkey Kong Country games, were released in August 2023.


Legacy

Sales

Donkey Kong is one of Nintendo's bestselling franchises, with sales reaching 65 million units by March 2021. Five Donkey Kong games (Donkey Kong Country, Donkey Kong Land, Donkey Kong Country 3: Dixie Kong's Double Trouble!, Donkey Kong 64, and Donkey Kong Country Returns) have shipped over a million copies in Japan alone, and several have been added to Nintendo's Player's Choice and Nintendo Selects bestseller lines. Excluding rereleases and arcade games, as of 2022 the SNES version of Donkey Kong Country is the franchise's bestselling game, with 9.3 million copies sold worldwide, while DK: King of Swing is the worst-selling, with 280,000 copies sold worldwide.




	Year
	Game
	Platform(s)
	Sales


	1981
	Donkey Kong (Original)
	Arcade, ColecoVision, Game & Watch, Nintendo Entertainment System
	15.73 million


	1982
	Donkey Kong Jr.
	Arcade, Nintendo Entertainment System
	1.14 million


	1983
	Donkey Kong 3
	Arcade
	5,000


	1988
	Donkey Kong Classics
	Nintendo Entertainment System
	1.56 million


	1994
	Donkey Kong
	Game Boy
	3.07 million


	Donkey Kong Country
	Super Nintendo Entertainment System, Game Boy Color, Game Boy Advance
	13.31 million


	1995
	Donkey Kong Land
	Game Boy
	3.91 million


	Donkey Kong Country 2: Diddy's Kong Quest
	Super Nintendo Entertainment System
	5.15 million


	1996
	Donkey Kong Land 2
	Game Boy
	2.35 million


	Donkey Kong Country 3: Dixie Kong's Double Trouble!
	Super Nintendo Entertainment System
	3.51 million

 
	1997
	Donkey Kong Land III
	Game Boy, Game Boy Color
	1.03 million


	Diddy Kong Racing
	Nintendo 64, Nintendo DS
	6.47 million

 
	1999
	Donkey Kong 64
	Nintendo 64
	5.27 million


	2003
	Donkey Konga
	GameCube
	1.18 million


	2004
	Mario vs. Donkey Kong
	Game Boy Advance, Nintendo Switch
	2.49 million


	2005
	DK: King of Swing
	Game Boy Advance
	280,000


	2006
	Mario vs. Donkey Kong 2: March of the Minis
	Nintendo DS
	1.52 million


	2010
	Donkey Kong Country Returns
	Wii, Nintendo 3DS, Nintendo Switch
	10.71 million


	Mario vs. Donkey Kong: Mini-Land Mayhem!
	Nintendo DS
	2.98 million


	2014
	Donkey Kong Country: Tropical Freeze
	Wii U, Nintendo Switch
	4.1 million


	2025
	Donkey Kong Bananza
	Nintendo Switch 2
	3.49 million




Effect on the industry




If you can't imagine a world without Super Mario Brothers, without the NES, and maybe even without Nintendo at all, then you can't imagine a world without Donkey Kong. Both as a remarkable piece of game design and a commercial breakthrough for the single most important gaming company in Japan, Donkey Kong changed the world, and 30 years later we're still feeling its effects.



—Game Developer




The original Donkey Kong is regarded as one of the most important video games of all time. Its success established Nintendo as one of the video game industry's leaders. Computer and Video Games called Donkey Kong "the most momentous" game of 1981, as it "introduced three important names" to the industry: Nintendo, Shigeru Miyamoto, and Mario. Donkey Kong also paved the way for the NES, which rejuvenated the crashed Western game industry and shifted the home console market's dominance from the US to Japan. The NES was largely based on the Donkey Kong arcade hardware; Nintendo took a Donkey Kong arcade cabinet to the semiconductor chip manufacturer Ricoh for analysis, which led to Ricoh producing the NES's Picture Processing Unit.


Donkey Kong inspired many games, including clones such as Crazy Kong (1981) and Hard Hat Mack (1983), that featured a mix of running, jumping, and vertical traversal. These were initially referred to as "Donkey Kong-type" or "Kong-style" games, but eventually came to be known as platformers. While Donkey Kong was not the first platform game, VG247 wrote "it was the first to matter" by establishing the genre's template. Furthermore, Donkey Kong's spirited graphics, humor, and contextualization of the gameplay with a story distinguished it from contemporary arcade games. Donkey Kong is regarded as the first game to use graphics to tell a story, which GamesRadar+ said provided an unprecedented level of narrative depth.


Donkey Kong Country's pre-rendered graphics featured a level of detail unprecedented in console games at the time, and inspired many imitators. It inspired games such as BlueSky Software's Vectorman (1995), Naughty Dog's Crash Bandicoot (1996), HAL Laboratory's Kirby Super Star (1996), and Traveller's Tales and Sonic Team's Sonic 3D Blast (1996). Country's influence has carried into more modern games such as Mekazoo (2016) and Kaze and the Wild Masks (2021); the Australian Broadcasting Corporation credited it for demonstrating 2D games could remain relevant after the introduction of 3D. Yooka-Laylee and the Impossible Lair (2019)—developed by Playtonic Games, whose staff includes Rare alumni that worked on Country—was noted for its gameplay similarities to Country.


The Country games established Rare as a leading video game developer and set the standard for its work. Country originated conventions characteristic of Rare's later output, including an emphasis on collecting items, irreverent humor, visual appeal, and tech demo-like design. Conversely, Donkey Kong 64 has been blamed for precipitating 3D platforming's decline in popularity for its excessive emphasis on collecting items. Electronic Gaming Monthly wrote that whereas Super Mario 64 had "breathed life into the 3D platforming genre", Donkey Kong 64 had "sucked it all out". Jonas Kaerlev, who developed the 3D platformer A Hat in Time (2017), said Donkey Kong 64 gave the genre a reputation for tedium that contributed to a decline in interest.


Cultural impact


Donkey Kong was described by Game Informer as an iconic video game character prior to the stardom that Mario achieved. Donkey Kong has been described as a mascot for both Nintendo and the video game industry. In 2007, the Monster Jam racing series obtained the license to use Donkey Kong's appearance for a monster truck. The truck debuted in a December 2007 show in Minneapolis and toured with Monster Jam throughout 2008. Donkey Kong appears as an antagonist in the film Pixels (2015), which pays homage to classic arcade games, while the film War for the Planet of the Apes (2017) features treacherous apes nicknamed "donkeys", a reference to Donkey Kong.
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[image: Billy Mitchell, a white man with long dark hair and a beard and wearing a black shirt and American flag tie, gives a thumbs up.]


Donkey Kong high score competitors Steve Wiebe (left) and Billy Mitchell (right) feature in the documentary The King of Kong (2007).





The original Donkey Kong is a popular competitive video game. The Daily Telegraph called it "the most fiercely contested video game of all time", while Polygon wrote that achieving the highest score "is probably the most coveted arcade game world record". The King of Kong (2007), a documentary film directed by Seth Gordon, brought Donkey Kong's competitive culture to prominence. It follows two players, Steve Wiebe and Billy Mitchell, in their respective attempts to obtain and maintain the world record. The Telegraph described Donkey Kong competition as bitter and said the heated rivalries between players contribute to the game's lasting appeal. The Donkey Kong Country games are also popular in the video game speedrunning community.


IGN said that Donkey Kong Country's soundtrack contributed to an increased appreciation for video game music as an art form, and The New York Times called Country and Diddy's Kong Quest's soundtracks the video game equivalents to the Beatles' Revolver (1966) and Sgt. Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club Band (1967). Musicians such as Trent Reznor and Donald Glover have praised the Donkey Kong Country track "Aquatic Ambience". Glover sampled it in his 2012 song "Eat Your Vegetables", to which David Wise expressed approval. OverClocked ReMix has released Donkey Kong remix albums including contributions from Wise, Beanland, and Kirkhope. Curse of the Crystal Coconut, a 2020 pirate metal album by the Scottish heavy metal band Alestorm, contains numerous references to the Donkey Kong franchise, including its title; those who pre-ordered the album had a chance to win an Alestorm-branded Nintendo 64 with a copy of Donkey Kong 64.


Donkey Kong is noted for its active fandom. Nintendo Life described one fansite, DK Vine, as "highly respected". The franchise's lack of a detailed backstory has led fans to theorize its fictional chronology. Kotaku described one theory, which postulates that Donkey Kong Jr. was killed in a violent, off-screen conflict to explain his absence in the Country series, as "a fascinating example of how fandoms can run away with the smallest bits of narrative available" to rationalize inconsistencies. A team of fans led by animator Alex Henderson released DKC: Curse of the Crystal Coconut, an animated tribute short film, in 2021 to commemorate the franchise's 40th anniversary and the Donkey Kong Country television series' 25th anniversary. Several voice actors from the Country television series reprised their roles for DKC: Return to Krocodile Isle, a follow-up animation released in 2023.


In the years following the original Donkey Kong's release, the catchphrase "it's on like Donkey Kong" entered pop culture vernacular. The phrase has been used in television series, films, music, and news headlines; it is typically used to say something is "going down". It was popularized by the rapper Ice Cube, who used the phrase in his song "Now I Gotta Wet'cha" (1992), though it is unclear if he coined it. In November 2010, Nintendo filed a trademark request for the phrase with the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office as part of its marketing for Donkey Kong Country Returns.




Original: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Donkey_Kong
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"The One Where Michael Leaves" is the second season premiere of the American television satirical sitcom Arrested Development. It was written by series creator Mitchell Hurwitz and co-executive producer Richard Rosenstock, and was directed by Lee Shallat Chemel. It originally aired on the Fox Network in the United States on November 7, 2004.


The series, narrated by Ron Howard, follows the Bluths, a formerly wealthy dysfunctional family in Southern California who made their money from property development. In the episode, Michael (Jason Bateman) and his son George Michael (Michael Cera) leave for Phoenix, but they decide to go back in order to make a more dramatic exit. Michael's sister Lindsay's (Portia de Rossi) desire for an open marriage leads her husband Tobias Fünke (David Cross) to inadvertently audition for the Blue Man Group, thinking they are a support group for depressed men. Michael's mother Lucille (Jessica Walter) signs her youngest son Buster (Tony Hale) up for the Army after being goaded by a documentary filmmaker who questions her patriotism, and oldest son Gob (Will Arnett) is made president of the Bluth company, discovering a contract between his father George Sr. (Jeffrey Tambor) and Saddam Hussein.


Cross found wearing blue paint for the episode to be difficult, as the process of applying and taking off the paint proved tedious. The Blue Man Group assisted with production, only asking that the series correctly represent their mysterious appearance. A cameo of Cross dressed in his Blue Man Group attire from the episode was intended to appear in the 2018 film Avengers: Infinity War, but was cancelled due to Cross's directing commitments. Upon release, "The One Where Michael Leaves" received mostly positive reviews from critics, with some including it in their lists of the series' greatest episodes. Critics praised the episode's humor, but some of its sub-plots drew criticism. Several critics and scholars have analyzed the episode's themes since its release.


Plot

Michael takes his son George Michael to start a new life in Phoenix, Arizona, without saying goodbye to the family. When he realizes that the impact of his departure might have been lost on them, he returns to inform them that he is leaving. His older brother, Gob, and his sister, Lindsay, speculate that Michael needs them more than they need him. Michael, frustrated that no one is taking him seriously, gets pulled over once on the road again, with the police informing him that his father, George Sr., has been caught and arrested for his involvement in illegal property development in Iraq. Michael decides to return a second time to tell his father he is leaving.


The police have actually arrested George Sr.'s twin brother Oscar, and lawyer Barry Zuckerkorn (Henry Winkler) tells Michael he can't leave the state without paying bail, so Michael goes looking for the company checkbook. At the office, Gob is redecorating, and Michael learns from him that their mother Lucille has the checkbook. After Michael leaves, Gob stumbles upon a briefcase containing a contract between George Sr. and Saddam Hussein. Lindsay and her husband Tobias Fünke decide to try an "open marriage", and Lindsay immediately makes what she thinks is a date but is actually an appointment with a realtor (Ed Helms). Tobias spots a flyer and attends what he assumes is a support group for depressed men, but is really a performance of the Blue Man Group, where he decides to audition.


Lucille is questioned by a documentary filmmaker, who inquires about the family's patriotism, asking whether she'd ever enlist her son or daughter in the army, and she immediately signs up her youngest son Buster. Michael realizes he must ask the family for the bail money, while Tobias leaves for the theater painted blue to audition for the Blue Man Group, but is accidentally run over by Barry Zuckerkorn. At the hospital, the family pours out their troubles and begs Michael for help, whilst Dr. Fishman (Ian Roberts) subsequently announces that Tobias has survived. The police come and try to arrest Oscar, thinking he is George Sr. Michael explains the mixup, and Oscar leaves. Then, the real Oscar walks in, revealing that the other one was George Sr. in a wig, who has stolen the briefcase containing the Saddam Hussein contract and is planning to flee to Mexico.


Production

"The One Where Michael Leaves" was directed by Lee Shallat Chemel, and written by series creator Mitchell Hurwitz and co-executive producer Richard Rosenstock. It was Hurwitz's ninth writing credit for the series, and the first episode of the season to be filmed.
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The episode features Lucille's double wink, a callback to the series pilot. Actress Jessica Walter, who portrays Lucille, claims that the wink was incorporated into the script after she revealed she had the ability to do it. The episode's title format references the naming style of the sitcom Friends, which had finished airing six months prior. Hurwitz said in an interview that he often had to worry if his executive producers would reveal plot twists of the series internally that were meant to be kept secret from those outside of the staff, citing the Saddam Hussein property-building plot as an example. The episode was filmed in Los Angeles by Imagine Entertainment and 20th Century-Fox Film Corporation. When Hurwitz was conceiving the storyline of Buster losing his hand from a seal attack later in season two, he added lines foreshadowing the event early into the season, including the episode's gag of a seal attack being featured on the news.


The idea to incorporate the Blue Man Group into the series was suggested by composer David Schwartz, who, on the day of sound mixing for the first season finale, saw an ad for the group and suggested to David Cross that it could be used for George Sr.'s escape. The idea was quickly reworked so that Tobias, rather than George Sr., would be the one joining the group. The actual Blue Man Group assisted with production, asking only that the show preserve their air of mystery rather than portray them simply as actors. It was also their suggestion that Tobias behave as though he were already part of the group, even without having officially joined, a change Cross found funnier than the original plan. Multiple smudges of blue paint were added to the walls of the Bluth family home, with several reshoots required because Cross wanted the blue to appear more prominently on set. After "probably eight times," a staff meeting was held to remind him that sitcoms typically reset after each episode, leading the team to repaint only some of the walls to preserve continuity.


Cross shared that applying the blue paint for Tobias's Blue Man Group scenes was a hassle: it took a long time to apply the paint, and he was unable to touch anything afterwards due to it staining very easily. He often had to take as many as three showers to fully remove the paint—and, two years later, learned that actual members of the Blue Man Group simply wore face paint and blue unitards.


Themes and analysis

Saloni Gajjar of The A.V. Club described "The One Where Michael Leaves" as mirroring the pilot, with the former reinforcing the general concept of the series and both placing a heavy emphasis on Michael's superiority complex. The scenes of Michael telling his family that he's leaving them to teach them a lesson, according to author Kristin M. Barton, showcase his insecurities and need to feel validated with his family's approval, motifs that have been in the series since the first episode. Author Caroline O'Donnell describes Tobias's misuse of the term "blue myself" as an example of the series' heavy emphasis on the theories of humor: it takes a relevantly simple line and makes it comedic with the subversion of expectations. The use of security footage to showcase George Sr.'s illicit acts were called by Barton as an example of the series making use of its documentary format. It uses footage that blurs the perpetrator's face—even though the audience is already aware of who George Sr. is—to add a sense of realism. As described by authors Christopher Kirby, Jonathan Hillard, and Mathew Holmes, Gob's insistence that he has never admitted to a mistake in his life perpetuates his inability to accept his true, selfish nature. He doesn't see a need to be truthful about his actions, and chooses to instead coast through life believing his own lies.


The episode continues the long running gag of Tobias's sexuality, incorporating it in more subtle ways; Tobias refers to him going back to a queen bed as "being back as a queen", a slang term used for homosexual men. In "The One Where Michael Leaves", Lindsay and Tobias attempt an open marriage, despite Tobias's insistence that they never work. This has been cited by authors Jessica Flanigan and Christopher Freiman in their book Libertarianism: The Basics as an example of irrational desires taking control of relationships. Darci Doll asserts that this exploration of Tobias and Lindsay's lack of sexuality when together perpetuates the stereotype that there is something inherently funny—or even wrong—about Tobias's possible homosexuality; the episode explores this lack of emotion when Lindsay opens up to Michael about how "awkward" her being with Tobias the night prior was.


Release


A preview of "The One Where Michael Leaves", along with other episodes of the second season, was released onto Fox's official website in October 2004, several weeks prior to its premiere. The episode was first broadcast on November 7, 2004 on the Fox Network at 8:30 p.m. Eastern Standard Time in the United States. It was watched by 6.61 million viewers during its original airing. It received a 2.4% share among adults between the ages of 18 and 49, meaning that it was seen by 2.4% of all households in that demographic. The broadcast marked an increase in viewership from the previous episode, "Let 'Em Eat Cake", which had earned a 1.8% rating and drew in 5.08 million viewers.


"The One Where Michael Leaves" was first released on home video in the United States on October 11, 2005, in the Complete Second Season DVD box set. It, along with "Ready, Aim, Marry Me!" and "Sword of Destiny", are the only episodes of the set to not come with accompanying deleted scenes. In 2013, a soundtrack compiling every song from the first four seasons of the series entitled "At Long Last...Music and Songs From Arrested Development" was released, including the song "I'm Blue, Man" from the episode.


Reception

"The One Where Michael Leaves" has garnered positive reception since release. The A.V. Club writer Noel Murray praised the episode, identifying Gob as the highlight of the episode. Murray stated that he had some of the "funniest and telling moments" of the episode. He criticized Lindsay's sub-plot, calling it a catalyst for the other unsatisfying Lindsay storylines in season two. Variety's Phil Gallo found the episode to be Arrested Development's funniest thus far, highlighting Lindsay and Tobias's unusual relationship, which he describes as personifying desperation. Gallo also praised Ron Howard's narration on the episode. Tom Shales of The Washington Post lauded Walter for her performance, singling out her double wink and "seamless" way of producing funny scenes.


Television writer Dave Holstein listed Tobias's trail of blue handprints on the Bluth family's wall as one of his favorite moments from the series, claiming that such background gags continue to influence his writing. Tobias's admiration for the Blue Man Group, which began in the episode, was included on Jillian Mapes of Rolling Stone's list of the series' 76 best running gags, highlighting his "signature" blue-painted body. Conversely, Austin Smith of the New York Post gave the episode a negative review, finding it vastly inferior to the quality of the first season. Smith expressed that he felt the series' previously unique format was already growing stale. Alessandra Stabley, writing for The New York Times, called the episode "very funny", but noted that the multiple storylines for each character are to the detriment of the episode, making the narrative confusing. Walter listed Buster's "Like anyone would ever want to 'R' her" line from the episode as her favorite moment in the entire series.


The episode has been included in lists detailing Arrested Development's best episodes. Brian Tallerico of Vulture placed it second in his list ranking every episode in the series, praising the writers for their confidence in the humor and noting that the entire cast delivered memorable performances. Chad Collins of SlashFilm placed it sixth on his list, commending its commitment to transgressive humor and its subversion of expectations through the Saddam  Hussein plot.


Aftermath

Cross stated in an interview with The Hollywood Reporter that Tobias—in his Blue Man Group outfit from the episode—was intended to make a cameo appearance in Avengers: Infinity War, a film directed by Arrested Development alumni the Russo Brothers. Cross was in London directing a separate project, and was unable to film the appearance, and later expressed sorrow at being unable to do so. When asked which quote from the series fans mention to him most often, Cross said that people will shout, "I just blue myself" at him, often while driving.




Original: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_One_Where_Michael_Leaves
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Morris Park Aerodrome
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The Morris Park Aerodrome was a short-lived airfield in what is now the Morris Park section of the Bronx, New York City, United States.  In operation from 1908 to 1909, it was the first flying field in the nation, occupying the grounds of the former Morris Park Racecourse.  The Aeronautical Society of New York, after a split from the Aero Club of America, leased the land in 1908 and used it as an aerodrome for two years until it was redeveloped for residential use.


The Society used the grounds for building and testing aircraft, and for putting on public exhibitions including major events in November1908 and June1909.  The former, captured in an oil painting by Rudolph Dirks titled The Fledglings, included several glider flights by sixteen-year-old Laurence Lesh, culminating in a crash in which he was severely injured.  The latter had flights by Glenn Curtiss in Golden Flyer, his motorized biplane, including the first demonstration of a stable flight around a closed course using ailerons for lateral control.  The exhibitions also featured balloons, kites, helicopters, parachute jumps, and ground vehicles driven by propellers known as wind wagons.


Other projects worked on during the two years of operation included a biplane by Wilbur Kimball using eight propellers and a novel rudder system for lateral control, as well as a biplane from Frederick Schneider with three adjustable-pitch propellers.  Stanley Beach and Charles Willard constructed what is believed to be the first monoplane flown in the United States.  Joel T. Rice demonstrated a 100-foot (30m) long dirigible using vectored thrust, capable of carrying 15 passengers.


The aerodrome ceased operations at the end of 1909, when the land was given over to residential development.  The Society moved its operations to a larger facility on Long Island, later known as Roosevelt Field.


Origins




What the Society needed in the way of ground was not very easy to find.  Free, open space over which to fly was not alone sufficient.  It was equally, if not, indeed, still more necessary, that the grounds should be close to the city.  For it was the ambition of the Society to have its grounds so near at hand that the distance should place no obstacle in the way even of the poorest inventor who wanted to run out to the workshops and devote his spare hours to the material realization of his ideas.



—Edward T. Tandy




In 1905, the Aero Club of America, patterned after the Aero Club of France, was formed as an offshoot of the Automobile Club of America.  Three years later, in response to sentiment that the Aero Club should be more active, president Cortlandt Field Bishop appointed a committee of aviation chaired by Albert Triaca to promote more work on airplanes.  The committee, however, was unable to make any progress; Society chronicler Edward T. Tandy later wrote, "they found their efforts smothered by a cold, wet blanket of official objection.  When they attempted to persevere, they were promptly stopped.  The power that ruled that organization did not believe in aviation ... The doing of anything practical was not to be attempted."


Unsatisfied with the lack of progress being made by the committee, fifty members of the club split off on June 10, 1908, forming the Aeronautical Society of New York.  Initial membership included Lee Burridge, Albert Triaca, Wilbur Kimball, Roger Whitman, William Hammer, Leo Stevens, Daniel Brine, and Stanley Beach.  Burridge (who later became President of the Society) spoke of plans to acquire an airfield: "this society is going to stand for something tangible, practical, and it proposes to secure experimental grounds as soon as possible where men who have been working on problems of aeronautics will be enabled to try out their machines".


Location of the Morris Park Race Track on a 1900 map.  Bear Swamp Road is Bronxdale Avenue, and West Farms Road is Tremont Avenue on modern maps.

That summer, the Society examined several properties ranging from New Jersey to Long Island and ultimately selected the grounds of the former Morris Park Racecourse as the most suitable location.  The racecourse had closed in 1904, after which the 372-acre (151ha) property was used for automobile and motorcycle racing for a few years.  The site was conveniently located near the recently opened West Farms Square subway station and a trolley stop, as well as a range of cafés and residences available at relatively low rents.  Proximity to public transportation was considered essential, as it made the field accessible to all experimenters, not only the affluent.  The location provided open spaces on level ground, several existing buildings which could be repurposed as workshops, and a larger building with well-tended landscaping to use as a clubhouse.


Morris Park Aerodrome (occasionally called the Morris Park Volery) was made available to members for the first time on the weekend of August 29 and 30, 1908.  It was already known that the land was destined for residential development but a short-term lease was signed on or about August 31, running through December 31, 1909.   By the following week, fences adjacent to the track were being removed to provide a clear, straight path of at least 0.62 miles (1.00km); locations were being considered for the construction of a machine shop; and plans were underway for an exhibition at which "Freak machines will have a chance to show what they can do as well as the more orthodox types."  A schedule of educational lectures was soon organized; these were presented in the clubhouse for the benefit of experimenters who were working on projects at the field.


[image: Color picture postcard showing a three-story building in a wooded setting.  Printed under the photo is "Woodmansten Inn, Pelham Parkway and Williamsbridge Road, Westchester, N.Y."]The Woodmansten Inn
The Woodmansten Inn, directly across Williams Bridge Road from the race track, provided a restaurant and sleeping facilities; an advertisement in the 1908 exhibition program offered dinner with wine for $3.00 (equivalent to $74in 2024).  The Inn had previously been a mansion on the estate of the Pearsall family and had been purchased in 1902 by the Westchester Racing Association as part of an unsuccessful attempt to increase attendance at the track.  Tandy described it in his 1910 retrospective as "one of the best and most fashionable hotels of the city".  The Woodmansten property was acquired by New York City in 1949 and is now the site of the Loretto Playground.


Field

[image: Photograph of an ornate five-story building with multiple setbacks, balconies, and awnings]Morris Park Clubhouse in 1898

Morris Park was the first flying field in the United States, although by the end of 1909, the aviation publication All the World's Airships by Fred Jane listed it as one of eight such facilities in the country.  The primary purpose of the field was the construction of aircraft, although it was also used for flight instruction, hosting Albert Triaca's International School of Aeronautics.  Within the first 12 months of operation, 24 full-sized heavier-than-air airplanes were constructed on the field, plus an assortment of gliders, airships, and a large number of scale models.  Almost 25% of the Society membership held aircraft patents or were directly involved in the construction of aircraft at the field.


Lacking any hill high enough from which to launch a glider, the Society built two facilities for assisting in glider launches.  The first was a catapult.  The second was a larger structure of wooden construction, which was erected without first obtaining a building permit.  After a glider spent an entire day atop the structure waiting for winds favorable for launching, city officials declared that the structure was a residence, and since it lacked both plumbing and a fire escape, condemned it, compelling it to be torn down.


Many of the aircraft built at Morris Park were failures, with aviation historians taking a pessimistic view of the members' skills.  Preston Bassett described the Aeronautical Society as "a group of enthusiastic young men in New York City, all with plans for building their own machines [whose] enthusiasm far outran their ability to perform".  Paul Glenshaw wrote, "The group could boast of few successes.  Descriptions of the members' experiments included words like tree and fence, coupled with plunged and smashed."


1908 exhibition

On October 18, 1908, the first exhibition of the Society was announced for November 3 to coincide with Election Day.  There were plans for two airplanes from the Aerial Experiment Association—June Bug and Silver Dart—to compete, a five-mile dirigible race, kites, and gliders; the kite contest was open to public school students with no entry fee.  There were plans for one-, five-, and ten-mile motorcycle races sponsored by the Federation of American Motorcyclists and for the U.S. Weather Bureau to demonstrate the use of kites and captive balloons to collect atmospheric data.  Lillian Todd, the only female member of the Society, was expected to show a "large model airplane" of her own design.


Admission to the exhibition was $0.50 (equivalent to $18in 2025), with a five-cent subway ride from the heart of Manhattan taking 40 minutes.  An estimated 20,000 spectators showed up, far exceeding expectations.  Although several hundred people had volunteered to act as marshals (equipped with badges and sticks), a large number of people swarmed past the gate with only about 3,500 people having paid their admission fee.  Tandy wrote that in the years since the race track had been in use, the fences had deteriorated and that "The payment for admission proved a matter of almost quixotic courtesy."  In attendance was Grover Loening from the Columbia University Aero Club, which had just been formed the previous day.  Loening would go on to earn in 1910 the first degree in aeronautical engineering issued by an American university.


[image: A man hangs below a glider in flight.  Many people (at least 100) are watching.]Lesh in the air at the 1908 exhibition

Sixteen-year-old glider pilot Laurence J. Lesh was the highlight of the exhibition.   A protégé of aviation pioneer Octave Chanute, Lesh was the first known aviator in Canada, having built and flown horse-drawn gliders as early as 1907 when he was fourteen years old.  He became known for a record-setting 24-minute, 6.2-mile (10.0km) flight towed by a motor boat on the St. Lawrence River.


Lesh broke his ankle when he crashed during his third flight of the day after reaching a maximum altitude of 70 feet (21m) and traveling about 200 feet (61m).  One account attributed the cause of the crash to inexperience flying this model of glider which lacked the rudder used on his earlier designs.  Another account blamed the crowd which got in his way while attempting to land.  In any case, the injuries sustained in the crash sent Lesh to the hospital and took a year of rehabilitative therapy to fully recover.


The glider had been launched by rope tow behind a 1907 Thomas Flyer driven by Montague Roberts, one of the drivers for the team who had won the 1908 New York to Paris Race in that car.  Montague had competed in a 1907 24-hour race held at Morris Park when it was used for automobile racing.  Previous launch attempts on the day of the exhibition had used a tow horse; out of six tries, only two got off the ground, reaching an altitude of about 20 feet (6.1m).  Lesh had also planned to show a large box kite that day.


Wind wagon races

[image: A man wearing a white shirt, tie, and cap sits on a three-wheeled vehicle.  The wheels appear to be from a bicycle.  In the rear is some machinery and a large propeller.  The man is holding in one hand what appears to be a tiller for steering the front wheel, and in the other controls for the machinery.]Glenn Curtiss on a wind wagon in 1904 (location unknown)

The exhibition included a contest for wheeled ground vehicles driven by propeller thrust, known as wind wagons.  The New York Times described one of these as resembling "a huge tricycle with a propeller eight feet long in front and a gasoline motor behind".  Inventors scheduled to show their wagons included astronomer William Pickering, aviation pioneer Glenn Curtiss, W. A. Custard, and Julian P. Thomas.  According to Curtiss, the purpose of the wind wagon was to test the power of motors and the efficiency of propellers but it had no commercial value.


Thomas's machine was wrecked two days before the exhibition when he crashed during a practice run while trying to avoid a motorcycle.  About 40 motorcyclists were using the track to prepare for a race scheduled for exhibition day; Thomas believed they had already cleared the track and entered the course at high speed.  He sustained severe injuries that spectators, including Thomas's wife and son, thought to be fatal.  However, after several minutes of unconsciousness, he opened his eyes, asked for a cigarette, and refused to be taken to a hospital.  While recuperating at home, Thomas requested that the machine be repaired so another driver could use it during the exhibition.


Retrospective

Two weeks after the 1908 exhibition, Lee Burridge spoke at the November 2 annual meeting of the Aero Club, reflecting on the schism which led to the founding of the Aeronautical Society.  He complained of the "apathy of the Aero Club" when, after he had identified Morris Park as a potential site, they failed to act on the opportunity.  Augustus Post, secretary of the Aero Club, replied that doing so would have split the membership into two classes, to which he was opposed.  Post added that the club was still seeking to "secure extensive grounds for motor ballooning and aeroplaning, with hydrogen gas facilities, machine shops, and suitable buildings for storage, within easy distance of the city".


Members of the opposition group who had split off to form the new Society acknowledged that, although Morris Park was too small, it would serve as a temporary site while they continued to seek a larger facility.  A motion authorizing the Aero Club to collaborate with the Aeronautical Society in a joint search for a location was discussed but did not pass.


1909 exhibition

[image: A biplane in flight.  A man is visible at the controls.]The Golden Flyer at Morris Park, 1909

A second annual exhibition was held on June 26, 1909, with 2,000 people in attendance on a day with ideal flying weather but with near-record high temperatures.  The low attendance left the Society with a $5,000 (equivalent to $120,000in 2024) deficit.


Glenn Curtiss

The highlight of the event was a series of flights by Curtiss in a biplane named Golden Flyer which the Society had purchased from Curtiss and his partner Augustus Herring for $5,000.  This set a number of records; the flights themselves were the first airplane flights ever taken over New York City, the purchase was the first sale to a civilian owner, and the Herring-Curtiss Company was the first airplane manufacturing company in the country.  The terms of the sale included training for two pilots (Charles Willard and Alexander Williams), and an obligation for Curtiss to fly it at the exhibition.  The Curtiss design used ailerons for roll control instead of the wing warping system employed by the Wright brothers, making the airplane more stable and more maneuverable.





That the defendant, alleging to be formed for the purpose of promoting aerial flying, procured the Herring-Curtiss Company and one Glenn H. Curtiss, personally, both of Hammondsport, N.Y., to make the flying machines herein complained of and deliver them to the defendant, under whose auspices the said Glenn H. Curtiss is giving public exhibition flights with the said infringing flying machines within the jurisdiction of this court; that the defendant has purchased such machines from one or both of said parties, and has charged the public for admission to said exhibition flights, receiving large sums in gate, or ticket, money.



—Quote from the Wright brothers' patent infringement suit




The flight of the Golden Flyer created legal controversy when two months later the Wright brothers filed a patent infringement suit against the Aeronautical Society in the United States circuit court, claiming infringement of their 1906 patent.  The suit (one of many the Wrights eventually filed against competitors) demanded that the Society be permanently enjoined from further infringement, disclose how much money had been made from the exhibitions, and turn over for destruction all "machinery, flying machines, and parts thereof" which infringed the patents.


The first flight was a straight-line flight covering 300 yards (270m), averaging 30 feet (9.1m) in altitude.  The Brooklyn Eagle noted that "his adjustment of his controls to uneven wind currents was absolutely accurate".  The remainder of the flights took place after twilight, having been delayed by puffy winds, with the event being forced to conclude as darkness fell.  The rough ground at the field was a complicating factor, making landings difficult.  One flight lasted 1 minute 45+2⁄5 seconds, completing either three-quarters or a full lap (sources differ) around the 1-mile (1.6km) track at an altitude of 20 feet (6.1m), flying between trees along the backstretch and sometimes reaching as high as 60 feet (18m).  The aircraft was reported as "always under perfect control".  This flight was the first time Curtiss had completed a flight around a circular course, although Henri Farman and the Wright Brothers had both already accomplished this feat.


William Martin

[image: An aircraft in flight, just barely above the ground.  It is banked at approximately 45 degrees.]William Martin's glider at Morris Park

William H. Martin flew a glider towed by an automobile driven by his wife.  He had only gone about 50 yards (46m) when the tow rope broke and the glider crashed; he suffered minor injuries but the aircraft was severely damaged.  The safety of the craft was demonstrated on September21 when Martin's eight-year-old granddaughter, Blanche, made several solo flights, becoming the youngest person to make a flight in a heavier-than-air craft.


Martin's glider had originally been constructed on his farm in Canton, Ohio.  The V-shaped lower wings added stability as a result of the dihedral effect, where the upward slant of a wing makes any sideslipping of the aircraft inherently produce a force correcting the deviation.  It first flew on January 12, 1909, launched from the top of a hill and towed by Martin's horse named Old Billy.  The first flight covered 200 feet (61m) reaching a maximum altitude of 25 feet (7.6m).  Martin brought the glider to Morris Park in May1909, where it continued to make demonstration flights, being pulled around the track at 30 miles per hour (48km/h) behind an automobile with a 150ft (46m) tow rope, and reaching altitudes as high as 75 feet (23m).


The UK-based Flight magazine called the Martin glider demonstration the most notable event of the day, after Curtiss's flight.  They took a negative view, however, of Martin's craft, calling it an "example of the foolhardiness of tests of this character" and writing that "there is little or nothing to be learned through being towed behind a car in this manner ... the conditions do not represent the problems of flight in the least".  The magazine described the flight as a "short and erratic aerial journey", noting that the presence of the tow rope restricted operation of the aircraft and negatively affected its stability.


Additional exhibits

Frederick Schneider demonstrated a motor-driven catapult-assisted airplane of his own construction, named The Brooklyn.  The craft failed to get off the ground due to a rusty launching rail and too little weight loaded into the catapult, only managing to slide along the grass for 100 feet (30m).  There were parachute jumps from hot air balloons, with Paul Bloomfield jumping from 1,000 feet (300m), and Mary Hunter from an altitude reported only as "far higher" than Bloomfield's.  One of the less serious events was a "balloonatic race".  This consisted of a person attempting to run while being supported by a lighter-than-air balloon with just enough buoyancy to support the person's weight.


The Fledglings

[image: A scene of an aviation exhibition.  Several winged craft are on the ground; some have propellers, some do not.  A car appears to be pulling one of them.  Dozens of people are milling around, some with bicycles.  In the background, a boy flies a kite.]Detail from The Fledglings

In attendance at the 1908 exhibition was painter Rudolph Dirks, better known as the cartoonist who drew The Katzenjammer Kids.  His experiences at the show gave Dirks an idea for a painting which would focus more on the people in the crowd than on the machines, and he began recording what he was seeing in rough pencil sketches.  That evening, Dirks quickly returned to his studio in Manhattan where he began to paint.  Not having any prepared canvas on hand and wishing to begin work quickly so as not to let his memories of the event fade, he repurposed a window shade to use as a canvas.


The resulting oil-on-linen painting, titled The Fledglings, is considered by aviation historian Tom Crouch to be "the earliest serious artistic reaction to the dawn of the air age".  It was donated by Dirks' son to the National Air and Space Museum where, as of 2025, it is on display in the Early Flight exhibit.


Other activities

[image: Drawing of a device which includes a base, two uprights, a sliding cross-piece and a fixed cross-piece at the top.  The base includes a semi-circular scale with a rotating pointer for measuring angles.  The uprights have numbered scales going from 1 at the bottom to 8 at the top, with fractional marks between the numbers; the sliding cross-piece is positioned at position 7.  Three strings run between the rotating pointer on the base to the cross-slide, describing a complex spiral shape.]Device for laying out a propeller

The March 1909 issue of Aeronautics included a paper by R. W. Jamieson describing a device used to lay out a screw propeller for an airplane.  The exact form of a propeller is a complex three-dimensional shape which depends on blade diameter and rotational speed, as well as the aircraft's intended forward speed, with blade pitch varying continuously from the hub to the tip of each blade.  The laying out process computes the required pitch profile and transfers these computations to a blank piece of material so it can be shaped.  Jamieson described this process in a talk to the Society; the device itself was presented to the Society and installed at the Morris Park Aerodrome for use by the Society's members.


A report in the April 1909 issue of Aeronautics described new aircraft (referred to as "machines") that were being planned or under construction by at least twenty members of the Society and would be exhibited at Morris Park in the spring of that year.  The report noted that celebrity actress Anna Held christened the first airplane constructed entirely at Morris Park.  The magazine had previously observed that Americans often named their aircraft, contrary to the European habit of numbering them: "Flying machines have a something that is akin to a personality, and giving them names, even if it does not help us to realize their individuality, and perhaps it may, at least it helps in a curiously subtle way to popularize them."


Wilbur Kimball

[image: A biplane with multiple propellers sitting on the ground.  Around it are approximately 40 men.  A woman in fancy clothes is standing in front of the plane.]Anna Held christening the N.Y. No. 1 at Morris Park
Wilbur Ravel Kimball's design was a 42-foot (13m) wingspan biplane with eight four-bladed low-pitch propellers on ball-bearing mounts driven by a 50 horsepower (37kW) four-cylinder two-stroke engine.  Lateral control was achieved by a system similar to that used by J. Neale: four movable panels set vertically between the two wings (compared to two used by Neale).  In addition to this airplane, Kimball was also working on another design for William H. Butler which would utilize a 100 horsepower (75kW) engine.  Kimball's airplane was christened on March 14 by Anna Held as the N. Y. No. 1; the ceremony was believed to be the first time an airplane had ever been christened.


On December 4, 1909, a shed containing four of Kimball's airplanes was destroyed by fire.  The value of the airplanes was estimated at $25,000 (equivalent to $620,000in 2024).


Frederick Schneider

In December 1908, a new airplane arrived at Morris Park: a biplane under construction by Frederick Schneider, who had begun construction at his home in Brooklyn, disassembled it there, delivered it to Morris Park on Christmas Day, and had it reassembled by the 29th of December.  The plane had a 30-foot (9.1m) wingspan and with a pilot aboard weighed 630 pounds (290kg) with a main wing loading of 1.7 pounds per square foot (8.3kg/m2).  A 36 horsepower (27kW) five-cylinder air-cooled engine drove three adjustable-pitch propellers.


Stanley Beach and Charles Willard

Beach-Willard Monoplane

Stanley Beach and Charles Willard constructed a monoplane at Morris Park patterned after those built by Bleriot and Antoinette.  Completed on May 31, 1909, it was reported to be the first monoplane flown in the United States.  Beach claimed it was faster than either the Wright or Curtiss airplanes, and just as stable.  He intended to show it at the Hudson-Fulton Celebration, and fly it from New York to Albany.


The airplane had a 50 horsepower (37kW) four-cylinder water-cooled engine and a wing loading of 2-1/2 lbs per square foot.  The engine ran at 1000 RPM, driving a nine-foot propeller at 500 RPM via a chain running over a 2:1 reduction sprocket.  During early testing, the propeller turning at 300 RPM developed 325 pounds (147kg) of thrust.  A July1909 report in Aeronautics gives a wingspan of 38ft (11.6m) and a weight of 750 pounds (340kg) including the pilot.  A newspaper report in October, however, said it had a 41ft (12.5m) wingspan, weighed 1,100 pounds (500kg) without the pilot, and was equipped with inflatable pontoons for water landings.


Henry Walden

In July 1908, 24-year-old Henry W. Walden, a New York City dentist and aviation enthusiast, read about the Aeronautics Society.  He joined in September of that year and began designing and building airplanes at Morris Park, despite a lack of training in aerodynamics.  His first design, a tandem biplane called the WaldenI, was predicated on his belief that earlier designs lacked sufficient wing area.  Ready for flight testing in early spring 1909, it used an automobile engine supplied to him by the Society.  The 15 horsepower (11kW) 500lb (230kg) engine proved unsuitable and he abandoned the design.  His second effort, the WaldenII, was completed in late May.  This also failed to get off the ground.  Walden attributed the failure to insufficient wing area and extended the wingspan by 2 feet (0.61m) on each side, but it was destroyed in a windstorm before another attempt at flight could be undertaken.


Encouraged by watching Glenn Curtiss's flights at the June1909 exhibition, Walden began work on the WaldenIII, which he decided needed to be smaller and less complicated than his previous two.  He designed a monoplane, purchasing a three-cylinder Anzani engine capable of producing 25–30 horsepower (19–22kW).  The wing was designed in a way which made it possible to add additional panels to increase the wing area if needed.  To expedite construction, Walden hired two assistants to work on the plane, and another dentist to take over most of his practice.  The plane was completed in late November, but by that time the Society's lease was running out and the plane was moved to Mineola, Long Island, where it was first test-flown on December 9.


American Eagle

American Eagle at Morris Park, 1909

In February 1908, aviator Joel T. Rice (with financial backing from John Andrew Riggs) formed the Hot Springs Airship Company in Hot Springs, Arkansas whereupon they started work on a dirigible, over 50-foot (15m) long, named The Arkansas Traveler.  In 1909, Rice and Riggs (accompanied by Rice's sons Roy and Alphonson) moved the ship to New York where they showed it at the Hudson–Fulton Celebration.


They then began work at Morris Park on a larger ship, The American Eagle.  At the time, this was the largest steel-framed airship in the country.  The name was unpopular with New Yorkers, leading to the newspapers of the time referring to it as The Arkansas Traveler, the same name as the previous ship (aviation author Don Dwiggins, however, writes that the term "Arkansas travelers" actually refers to Rice and Riggs).  Plans were being made for the Seeing New York company to use the ship for sightseeing tours over New York City.


Riggs became a member of the Aeronautical Society on August 5, 1909 and put up a large tent at Morris Park to use as a hangar.  Soon after, Rice and Riggs had a falling out.  Riggs, who owned a company called the Lopez Medicine Company, painted "LOPEZ" in large block letters on both sides of the American Eagle's gas bag.  Rice objected to this and threatened to destroy the ship if the advertisement was not removed.  Riggs summoned his brothers Steve and Frank, and his son E. Marion, to New York and stationed them as guards around the ship.  Riggs was eventually convinced to remove the advertisement, but before he could do so, Rice, evading the guards, had painted over it with house paint which damaged the fabric, necessitating repairs.


The American Eagle had a 100-foot (30m) envelope containing 33,000 cubic feet (930m3) of gas with an 80-foot (24m) compartment that provided seating for 15 passengers.  Instead of the usual rudder, she used vectored thrust: a large propeller mounted so that, in addition to providing propulsion, it could pivot left and right for lateral control.  Two smaller propellers could be pivoted up and down for vertical control, an arrangement patented by Rice in 1904.  The ship included a system that captured and reused hydrogen gas leaked from the envelope.


The ship was intended to be used for cross-country flights, with the initial trip scheduled from New York to Washington, D.C.  Stops along the way were planned at 50–75-mile (80–121km) intervals to show off the ship.  Riggs said that the trip was intended "to demonstrate the practical uses of a properly equipped dirigible balloon for long-continued cross-country travel".  The flight, however, never happened.  Immediately after being launched, the horizontal planes (movable surfaces used to adjust the up-and-down attitude of the aircraft) accidentally hit and destroyed the propellers, making it impossible to control the ship.  A gale-force storm two days later caused irreparable damage to the gas envelope.


Riggs, having spent almost $50,000 (equivalent to $1,200,000in 2024), put the remnants of the airship in storage and went back to Arkansas.  Rice, meanwhile, had taken the tools, engine, and other parts, hoping to use these to pressure Riggs into settling a debt for his share of the business.  In 1910, Riggs sued Rice to obtain clear right to the patents and the return of the parts that Rice had in his possession.  Riggs was successful in the first suit, but not the second.


Post-aerodrome era

Publicity booklet for Morris Park Race Track final auction

Morris Park proved to be too small to serve the needs of the Aeronautical Society.  After surveying the available locations near New York City, Glenn Curtiss recommended moving to the Hempstead Plains Aerodrome (later renamed Roosevelt Field), near Mineola, Long Island.  On May 9 (another source says April 10), 1910, a wind-blown fire destroyed the Morris Park property.  The Van Nest Hose Company responded, stopping trains on the New Haven Railroad for several hours because they needed to lay their hoses across the rails.  Despite their efforts, the fire burned all afternoon, consuming the race track and several nearby buildings.  The property was later subdivided into building lots.


In the 1920s, there were efforts to create a new airport about 2 miles (3.2km) to the northeast, in a marshy area near the Hutchinson River, which later became the site of Freedomland U.S.A. and, subsequently, of Co-op City.  The Bronx Chamber of Commerce made one unsuccessful attempt in 1927.  Another effort, by Curtiss-Wright in 1929, progressed as far as announcing a groundbreaking date but failed when the stock market crashed in October of that year.





Original: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Morris_Park_Aerodrome
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