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The UEFA Euro 2016 final was the final match of UEFA Euro 2016, the fifteenth edition of the European Championship, UEFA's quadrennial competition for national association football teams. The match was played at the Stade de France in Paris, France, on 10 July 2016, and was contested between Portugal and hosts France.


The 24-team tournament began with a group stage, from which 16 teams qualified for the knockout stage. En route to the final, Portugal finished third in Group F, with draws against Iceland, Austria and Hungary. Portugal then defeated Croatia in the last 16, Poland in the quarter-finals after a penalty shoot-out, and progressed to the final after beating Wales 2–0 in the semi-finals. Meanwhile, France finished as winners of Group A, beating Romania and Albania before drawing with Switzerland. In the knockout stage, France defeated the Republic of Ireland in the last 16, Iceland in the quarter-finals, and progressed to the final after beating Germany 2–0 in the semi-finals.


The final took place in front of 75,868 spectators, and was refereed by English official Mark Clattenburg. Following a goalless 90 minutes which saw Portugal captain Cristiano Ronaldo depart the match through injury, Portugal then took the lead in the 108th minute through substitute Eder, after his low shot from 25 yards (23m) beat France goalkeeper Hugo Lloris. This would prove to be the contest's only goal, as Portugal won 1–0 to claim their first major tournament title.


In winning the final, Portugal became the tenth different nation to win the European Championship, twelve years after losing their first final, at home in the 2004 tournament. France became the second host team to lose the final, after Portugal, and suffered their first defeat at a major tournament hosted in the country since the 1960 European Nations' Cup third-place play-off against Czechoslovakia. This was the fifth European Championship final to end in a draw after 90 minutes of play, and the second whose winners were decided by extra time, after the inaugural final in 1960. As the winners, Portugal gained entry into their first FIFA Confederations Cup, which was played in Russia in 2017.


Background

UEFA Euro 2016 was the fifteenth edition of the European Football Championship, UEFA's football competition for national teams, held between 10 June and 10 July 2016 in France. Qualifying rounds were held between September 2014 and November 2015, in which 53 teams were divided into nine groups of five or six, playing each other on a home-and-away round-robin tournament basis. The top two teams in each group, along with France, the host team, qualified for the finals, as did Turkey who had the best third-place record. The remaining four places were determined via two-legged play-offs involving the other eight third-placed teams. In the final tournament, the 24 teams were divided into six groups of four with each team playing each other once within the group. The two top teams from each group along with the four best third-placed sides advanced to a knock-out phase.


France had previously played in two European Championship finals, winning as tournament hosts against Spain in 1984, and via a golden goal against Italy in the Netherlands in 2000. Portugal had played in one prior final, losing to Greece in their own country in 2004. The two teams had previously met 24 times, their first encounter taking place in 1926 when France won 4–2 in Toulouse. Before the final, France had won eighteen of those meetings, Portugal five, with one draw. Portugal's last victory was in a 1975 friendly in France, after which France won all ten of the subsequent meetings. All three of their previous competitive meetings – in the semi-finals of Euro 1984, Euro 2000, and the 2006 FIFA World Cup – had been French victories. At the start of the tournament, Portugal were listed in eighth place in the FIFA World Rankings, while France were seventeenth.


The final was held at the Stade de France in Saint-Denis, a suburb of Paris. The announcement of the venue was made by UEFA, along with the full tournament schedule, on 25 April 2014, following a meeting held in Paris. The French capital had hosted the finals of two previous European Championships, in 1960 and 1984, both at the Parc des Princes. A UEFA Category Four stadium, the Stade de France is the sixth-largest stadium in Europe and was the largest venue of Euro 2016, with a maximum capacity for the tournament of 80,000. The final was the seventh match played in the stadium at Euro 2016, which included the tournament's opening game between France and Romania.


Route to the final

Portugal


Portugal's route to the final

	
	Opponent
	Result


	1
	Iceland
	1–1


	2
	Austria
	0–0


	3
	Hungary
	3–3


	R16
	Croatia
	1–0 (a.e.t.)


	QF
	Poland
	1–1 (a.e.t.) (5–3 p)


	SF
	Wales
	2–0



After qualifying for Euro 2016 as winners of Group I with seven wins and a defeat in their eight matches, Portugal were drawn in Group F for the finals tournament. Their first group game was against Iceland at the Stade Geoffroy-Guichard in Saint-Étienne on 14 June. Gylfi Sigurðsson had two early chances to put Iceland ahead but both shots were saved by Portugal goalkeeper Rui Patrício, before Nani gave Portugal the lead in the 31st minute after a cross from André Gomes. Five minutes into the second half, Iceland equalised when Birkir Bjarnason scored from a Jóhann Berg Guðmundsson cross that had been missed by Portugal's Vieirinha. Despite having the majority of the possession and more shots throughout the match, Portugal were unable to retake the lead and the game ended 1–1. Portugal's second opponents were Austria at the Parc des Princes four days later. The first half ended goalless, but late in the second half, Portugal were awarded a penalty kick. Cristiano Ronaldo, who became his country's most-capped player in that game, was fouled in Austria's penalty area by defender Martin Hinteregger but missed the penalty, striking the foot of the goalpost. He also had a header disallowed for offside and the match ended 0–0.


[image: Cristiano Ronaldo]Cristiano Ronaldo (pictured playing against Poland in the quarter-finals) became his country's most capped player during the tournament.
In their final group match, Portugal faced Hungary at the Parc Olympique Lyonnais in Décines-Charpieu on 22 June. Zoltán Gera gave Hungary the lead in the 19th minute with a volley, before Nani struck a low shot past Gábor Király in the Hungary goal following a pass from Ronaldo to level the scores. Balázs Dzsudzsák restored Hungary's lead two minutes after half-time with a deflected shot, only for Ronaldo to make it 2–2 three minutes later. Dzsudzsák scored his second deflected strike in the 55th minute, but Ronaldo equalised once again, this time with a header in the 60th minute. The match ended 3–3, and with a late winning goal from Iceland against Austria, Portugal ended the group stage in third place. Only four of the six third-placed teams qualified; Portugal were ranked third of the six and progressed along with Slovakia, the Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland.


In the round of 16, Portugal faced Group D winners Croatia at the Stade Bollaert-Delelis in Lens on 25 June. The match was described by BBC Sport's Saj Chowdhury as "a turgid affair", and noted as a game that "won't live long in anyone's memory" by Barry Glendenning in The Guardian. Regular time ended goalless without a single shot in the first 24 minutes, a European Championship record. With three minutes of extra time remaining, Ronaldo's shot was kept out by Danijel Subašić, the Croatia goalkeeper, but Ricardo Quaresma headed in the rebound from close range to give Portugal a 1–0 victory.


Portugal's quarter-final opponents, at the Stade Vélodrome in Marseille on 30 June, were Poland, who took an early lead when Kamil Grosicki's cross was struck into the Portugal goal by Robert Lewandowski within the opening two minutes, the second-fastest goal scored in the history of the tournament at the time. With 17 minutes of the first half remaining, Renato Sanches played a one-two with Nani and struck a shot that deflected off Grzegorz Krychowiak into the Poland goal to level the scores at 1–1. The second half of the match was goalless, as were the two halves of extra time, so the game went to a penalty shoot-out. Ronaldo, Sanches and João Moutinho scored their penalties for Portugal, while Lewandowski, Arkadiusz Milik and Kamil Glik replied for Poland to make it 3–3. Nani then put Portugal ahead before Jakub Błaszczykowski's strike was saved by Rui Patrício. Quaresma scored Portugal's fifth penalty to seal the win and progression to the semi-finals.


Portugal returned to the Parc Olympique Lyonnais on 6 July to face Wales, who were participating in their first major tournament since the 1958 FIFA World Cup. After a goalless first half, Portugal took the lead five minutes after the interval, when Ronaldo headed past Wayne Hennessey, the Wales goalkeeper, following a short corner. Three minutes later, Nani diverted a long-range shot from Ronaldo past Hennessey to give Portugal a 2–0 victory and progression to the UEFA European Championship final.


France


France's route to the final

	
	Opponent
	Result


	1
	Romania
	2–1


	2
	Albania
	2–0


	3
	Switzerland
	0–0


	R16
	Republic of Ireland
	2–1


	QF
	Iceland
	5–2


	SF
	Germany
	2–0



Having qualified for Euro 2016 automatically as hosts, France were placed in Group A for the finals. In their first group match, they faced Romania at the Stade de France on 10 June. Antoine Griezmann came closest to scoring in a goalless first half when he struck the Romania goalpost with a header. Thirteen minutes into the second half, France took the lead when Olivier Giroud headed in Dimitri Payet's cross. Seven minutes later, Patrice Evra fouled Romania's Nicolae Stanciu in the France penalty area and Bogdan Stancu levelled the scores from the resulting penalty kick. With a minute of the match remaining, Payet scored from 20 yards (18m) to give France a 2–1 victory.


France's next opponents were Albania, against whom they played five days later at the Stade Vélodrome. Albania defended well and came close to taking the lead when Ledian Memushaj's shot hit the post. France scored in the last minute of normal time with the game's first shot on target when Griezmann headed in Adil Rami's cross. Six minutes into stoppage time and with the final kick of the match, Payet scored and France won 2–0. In their final group match, France played Switzerland at the Stade Pierre-Mauroy in Villeneuve-d'Ascq on 19 June. Paul Pogba hit the frame of Switzerland's goal twice, while Payet also hit the crossbar. Bacary Sagna pulled the shirt of Switzerland's Blerim Džemaili in stoppage time in France's penalty area but no penalty was awarded, and the match ended 0–0. France ended as Group A winners and progressed to the round of 16.


France faced the third-placed team from Group E, the Republic of Ireland, at the Parc Olympique Lyonnais on 26 June. In the second minute, Pogba fouled Shane Long in the France penalty area and Robbie Brady scored the resulting penalty to give the Republic of Ireland a 1–0 lead. Griezmann scored the equaliser with a header for France twelve minutes after half-time, before scoring his second four minutes later to make it 2–1. Shane Duffy was shown a red card in the 66th minute for a professional foul on Griezmann and although France won the match 2–1, both Rami and N'Golo Kanté were unavailable in the next round, having picked up two bookings in the tournament.


France's quarter-final opponents were Iceland, who had knocked out England in the previous round. Giroud put France into the lead after 12 minutes with a low shot before Pogba doubled his side's advantage with a header eight minutes later. Payet scored in the 43rd minute with a low shot from around 30 yards (27m), before Griezmann increased the lead further with a lob over Hannes Þór Halldórsson, the Iceland goalkeeper, to make it 4–0 just before half-time. Kolbeinn Sigþórsson scored for Iceland eleven minutes after the interval, before Giroud restored France's four-goal lead with a header from a Payet free kick. Bjarnason scored a headed goal with six minutes of the match remaining, but that proved to be the final goal as the game ended 5–2.


In the semi-finals, France faced Germany, the 2014 FIFA World Cup winners, at the Stade Vélodrome on 7 July in a rematch of the 2014 World Cup quarter-final (won 1–0 by Germany). Two minutes into first-half stoppage time, Bastian Schweinsteiger was adjudged to have handled the ball when he challenged Evra in the penalty area, and Griezmann scored the resulting penalty to give France a 1–0 lead at half-time. With 18 minutes of the match remaining, Griezmann scored from close range after Manuel Neuer had failed to clear a cross from Pogba. Joshua Kimmich almost pulled a goal back for Germany, but his shot hit the frame of the France goal and his header on the rebound was saved by Hugo Lloris. The match ended 2–0 to give France their first victory over Germany in a major tournament since the 1958 FIFA World Cup.


Pre-match


The official match ball for the knockout phase and final was the Adidas Fracas, provided by German sports equipment company Adidas. Announced during the tournament, the ball was officially launched on 20 June. This was the first time a match ball was not used exclusively for the final, and the first time multiple ball designs were used throughout the tournament (excluding the final).


[image: Mark Clattenburg]Mark Clattenburg was the final's referee.
On 8 July 2016, the UEFA Referees Committee announced the officiating team, led by English referee Mark Clattenburg of The Football Association. His compatriots Simon Beck and Jake Collin were chosen as assistant referees, and fellow Englishmen Anthony Taylor and Andre Marriner the additional assistants. Hungarian Viktor Kassai was chosen as the fourth official, and his fellow countryman György Ring as the reserve assistant. Clattenburg became the second official to referee both a UEFA Champions League final and European Championship final in the same season, after Pedro Proença in 2012. This made it a hat-trick of cup finals for Clattenburg, after the 2016 FA Cup Final and the 2016 UEFA Champions League Final, all within a seven-week span. Clattenburg, FIFA-listed since 2007 and a UEFA Elite referee, also officiated the 2012 Olympics gold medal match and the 2014 UEFA Super Cup. He became the first English European Championship final referee since Arthur Holland in 1964. The match was Clattenburg's fourth appointment at Euro 2016.


In the hours leading up to the final, there were clashes between fans trying to access the Eiffel Tower fan zone and police attempting to prevent overcrowding. Police carried out a controlled explosion on a package left near the stadium complex, while fans set litter bins alight. The disruption was under control by the second half, but after the match, fights broke out between fans outside the stadium. Police advised people not to travel to the Eiffel Tower or the Champs-Élysées as the area was not safe.


Before the start of the match, the closing ceremony was held at 8:45p.m. It featured 600 dancers and a live rendition of "Seven Nation Army" by various musicians including members of the Paris Fire Brigade, the French Republican Guard, and the Choir of Radio France, before French DJ David Guetta and Swedish singer Zara Larsson performed the official tournament song "This One's for You". Before the match started, the stadium was invaded by silver Y moths, which caused some irritation to the players, staff and coaches. Workers at the stadium had left the lights switched on the day before the match, which attracted huge swaths of insects. The players and coaches of each team during the warm-up tried swatting the moths, and ground staff used brushes to clean moths from the walls, ground and other areas.


France's starting line-up was unchanged from the semi-final, while Portugal brought back Pepe and William Carvalho, who missed the semi-final through injury and suspension respectively, for Bruno Alves and Danilo. France adopted a 4–2–3–1 formation while Portugal played as a 4–1–3–2. Before the match, Portugal's manager, Fernando Santos, reacted to the criticism his side had received during the tournament, stating "I want it to continue... I want us to win [the final] without deserving it!"


Match

Summary

First half

Portugal kicked off the final at around 9:00p.m. CEST on 10 July 2016 in front of an attendance of 75,868, in sunny conditions with a temperature of 28°C (82°F) and 38% humidity. After early mistakes from both José Fonte and Carvalho, in the fourth minute, Cédric Soares sent a long pass to Nani whose shot went over the France crossbar from 15 yards (14m). Two minutes later, a header out from Fonte fell to France's Moussa Sissoko whose volley was off-target before Griezmann struck a half-volley wide of the Portugal goal. In the eighth minute, Payet put in a strong tackle on Ronaldo who subsequently appeared to be in pain. In the 10th minute, a mistake from Pepe allowed Payet to cross for Griezmann whose header was saved by Rui Patrício. Giroud's attempt to score from the subsequent corner was also saved by the Portugal goalkeeper. In the 18th minute, Ronaldo left the pitch for medical attention and returned after a period of Portugal possession with a strapped knee before Sissoko struck a shot that was deflected just over the crossbar. Midway through the half João Mário volleyed wide of the France goal before Ronaldo, taken off the pitch on a stretcher, was substituted for Quaresma, and Portugal changed to a 4–1–4–1 formation with Nani playing alone upfront. In the 34th minute, Sissoko nutmegged Adrien Silva before striking a shot which was kept out by Rui Patrício. Cédric was then shown a yellow card for a foul on Payet. Three minutes later, Nani passed to Adrien Silva who was tackled in the France penalty area. From the resulting corner, Fonte headed over the crossbar. With four minutes of the half remaining, Payet's shot was blocked by Pepe. Two minutes into stoppage time, João Mário's cross towards Nani passed wide of the far post and the half ended goalless.


Second half

Pepe (pictured in the quarter-final against Poland) was named man of the match.
Neither side made any changes to their playing personnel during the interval and France kicked off the second half. Four minutes in, Sissoko fouled Pepe, who then dispossessed Payet before he could shoot. In the 53rd minute, France won a corner after a clearance from Pepe which Rui Patrício caught on the second attempt. Pogba then struck a shot high over the Portugal crossbar from around 30 yards (27m). There was a brief delay to the match while a pitch invader was removed by security. In the 56th minute, João Mário's cross was headed behind by Samuel Umtiti and Quaresma's subsequent corner was headed clear by Evra. Three minutes later, France made their first substitution of the game with Kingsley Coman coming on to replace Payet. Coman's first significant contribution was to pass to Griezmann whose shot was caught by Rui Patrício. In the 62nd minute, João Mário was shown the yellow card for tripping Giroud and four minutes later Pogba's pass found Coman who sent in a cross which Griezmann headed wide from 6 yards (5.5m).


Portugal then made their second substitution, with João Moutinho replacing Adrien Silva. With 17 minutes remaining, Coman played a one-two with Giroud but Coman's cross into the Portugal penalty area failed to find any of his teammates. Two minutes later, Coman passed the ball to Giroud in the Portugal box who struck it low, but his shot was saved by Rui Patrício. In the 78th minute, both sides made their third substitutions, André-Pierre Gignac coming on for Giroud, and Eder replacing Renato Sanches. Nani's mis-hit cross was pushed away by Lloris before he caught Quaresma's subsequent overhead kick. Umtiti was then booked and Nani's 25-yard (23m) left-footed strike went over the France crossbar. In the 84th minute, Sissoko ran with the ball, shooting from around 25 yards (23m), but his strike was kept out by Rui Patrício. Two minutes into stoppage time, Evra played in a low cross to Gignac, who beat Pepe and struck the ball against the inside of the Portugal goalpost. Regular time ended with the score still 0–0 and the match proceeded into extra time.


Extra time

France kicked off the first half of extra time, and four minutes in, Eder won a free-kick after being fouled by Umtiti. Quaresma sent in a curling pass from around 35 yards (32m) and Pepe headed it wide although he was offside. Raphaël Guerreiro was then booked for a foul on Sissoko before Blaise Matuidi was shown the yellow card for fouling Eder. Carvalho was booked a minute later for a professional foul on Coman. A minute before half-time, Portugal won a corner which was taken by Quaresma. Eder headed the ball goalwards and Lloris pushed it away before his defence cleared it. Three minutes into the second half, Laurent Koscielny was shown the yellow card for handball (although television replays appeared to show the ball had actually struck Eder's hand) and Guerreiro's subsequent free kick from around 25 yards (23m) struck the underside of the France crossbar. A minute later, Portugal took the lead through Eder: he received the ball, held off Koscielny before running infield, and struck it from 25 yards (23m) with a low shot that beat Lloris to his right. France immediately brought on Anthony Martial to replace Sissoko. Rui Patrício then caught a cross from Evra before Nani shot high after Portugal had made a break from a France corner. In the 114th minute, Pogba was booked for pushing João Mário. With four minutes remaining, Nani's cross was cleared by Sagna, who also made a tackle on João Mário in the final minute of extra time. After two minutes of stoppage time, the final whistle was blown and Portugal won the match 1–0.


Details
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"Love Is Embarrassing" (stylized in all lowercase) is a song by American singer-songwriter Olivia Rodrigo from her second studio album, Guts (2023). Rodrigo wrote the song with its producer, Dan Nigro. It became available as the album's ninth track on September 8, 2023, when it was released by Geffen Records. A new wave, pop rock, and synth-pop song, "Love Is Embarrassing" has self-deprecating lyrics in which Rodrigo derides a former love interest and expresses embarrassment about how much she was attracted to him.


Music critics found the lyricism of "Love Is Embarrassing" relatable and compared Rodrigo's vocals and the production to the work of other artists. The song reached the top 30 in Australia, Canada, Ireland, New Zealand, and the United States and entered the charts in some other countries. It received platinum certifications in Australia, Brazil, and Canada. Rodrigo included the song on the set list of her 2024–2025 concert tour, the Guts World Tour. She suffered a wardrobe malfunction while performing the song during the London tour stop, which critics believed she handled well.


Background and release

[image: Olivia Rodrigo singing into a microphone while Dan Nigro plays the guitar behind her]"Love Is Embarrassing" was the last song Olivia Rodrigo and Dan Nigro decided to include on Guts (2023).

Olivia Rodrigo released her debut studio album, Sour, in May 2021 at age 18, after which she took a six-month break from songwriting. She conceived the follow-up album, Guts (2023), at the age of 19, while experiencing what Rodrigo described as "lots of confusion, mistakes, awkwardness & good old fashioned teen angst". Sour's producer, Dan Nigro, returned to produce every track on it. They wrote over 100 songs, including the more rock-oriented tracks on the album because they drew a bigger reaction from her audiences during live shows. Guts was created over a period of 10 months; songwriting and recording consumed the first eight, and the final two were used for mixing and fine-tuning.


One night, Rodrigo lay in bed replaying every embarrassing moment in her life and feeling self-conscious. She wrote "Love Is Embarrassing" as the last song for the album in her living room the following morning. Rodrigo presented it to Nigro just five days before Guts was due for submission to her label Geffen Records, and it was included on the album even though he was hesitant to add it that late. Rodrigo announced the album title on June 26, 2023, and its lead single, "Vampire", was released four days later. On August 1, 2023, she revealed Guts' tracklist, which features "Love Is Embarrassing" as the ninth track. The song became available for digital download on the album, which was released on September 8, 2023. It was used in a commercial that Rodrigo released in partnership with Sony in November 2023.


Composition


"Love Is Embarrassing" is 2 minutes and 34 seconds long. Nigro handled production and vocal production, and he engineered it with Dave Schiffman. Nigro played acoustic guitar, electric guitar, bass, synthesizer, and programmed drums; Garrett Ray played drums; and Sam Stewart played guitar. Serban Ghenea mixed the song at SLS Studios in London with assistance from Bryce Bordone, and Randy Merrill mastered it. Recording took place at Amusement Studios and EastWest Studios in Los Angeles.


"Love Is Embarrassing" is a new wave, pop rock, and synth-pop song, with influences of riot grrrl and pop-punk. Rolling Stone's Rob Sheffield described it as an "impeccable eighties new-wave tribute" and one of Guts' "bops [that] go for a 1980s synth/guitar new wave chug". The song's chorus includes lively guitars and a new wave-style beat, and its bridge received comparisons to the work of Devo. Rodrigo's tone conveys complete disenchantment with a love interest, and she keeps shifting her delivery; Sheffield believed she sings with a "hiccup in her voice" reminiscent of Dale Bozzio of the band Missing Persons. He compared the fusion of synthesizers and guitars to the Cars, the Go-Go's, and Missing Persons, while Lucas Martins of Beats Per Minute thought Rodrigo's "looseness and her rockstar swagger" were evocative of Debbie Harry. Other artists to whose work "Love Is Embarrassing" was compared include Two Door Cinema Club, Kelly Clarkson, Marina and the Diamonds, Karen O, Bryan Ferry, Kathleen Hanna, Paramore, and Alvvays.


According to The New York Times' Jon Caramanica and the Los Angeles Times' Mikael Wood, the title of "Love Is Embarrassing" references the work of Sky Ferreira. "Love Is Embarrassing" has self-deprecating lyrics, in which Rodrigo derides a former love interest and feels self-conscious about how much she was attracted to him. She recounts how she informed her friends that he was "the one" just a month after meeting him, after which he immediately disappointed her. Rodrigo reevaluates her feelings and comes to the conclusion that love is "fucking embarrassing", describing him as "some weird second string loser" who is not worth her time. She regrets consoling him when his ex-girlfriend began dating a new man and recalls her anger when he found a different girl who was like Rodrigo. Despite this experience, Rodrigo admits that she still fantasizes about romantic dramas in her mind and will continue seeking love: "I'm planning out my wedding with some guy I'm never marrying / I'm giving up, I'm giving up, but I keep coming back for more." Billboard's Jason Lipshutz described "Love Is Embarrassing" as a "diary-ready account of young heartbreak".


Critical reception

Critics commented on where "Love Is Embarrassing" placed among Guts tracks and its production. AllMusic's Heather Phares and Consequence's Paolo Ragusa named it a standout track on the album. Lipshutz believed the song would find an audience in new wave fans and proved Rodrigo's unparalleled talent for blending deep musical genre exploration with intimate and diary-like stories of young heartbreak. Caramanica believed it displayed how Rodrigo had not given into pressure to work with pop producers like Max Martin and "render[ed] her intimacies on a grand stage" instead, and Lucas Martins thought Guts tracks like it promised Rodrigo a bright future in rock music. On the other hand, Gabriel Saulog of Billboard Philippines thought the song was one of the weaker and more forgettable tracks on Guts and would have benefited from a longer duration, but he found that its spirited hooks were enjoyable.


Some reviewers commented on Rodrigo's vocal performance. Wood believed she displayed malleable vocal phrasing which was able to keep up with the evolving distorted guitars. The Line of Best Fit's Matthew Kim thought her self-critical delivery of the line "Jesus, what was I even doing?" amplified and complemented the album's diverse spectrum of emotions.


Critics praised the lyricism on "Love Is Embarrassing" as relatable. Lipshutz believed the song would resonate with anybody who has cried about an ex-partner and regretted it later. Nick Levine of BBC News thought it would resonate with audiences of many ages despite being "set in high school". Caramanica believed "Love Is Embarrassing" displayed Rodrigo's remarkably pure songwriting which captured raw emotions even in the most stylized lyrics. Slant Magazine's Charles Lyons-Burt believed her lyricism had become more precise on Guts than on Sour, which improved the resonance of both her self-criticism and critiques of others, and songs like "Love Is Embarrassing" revealed different attitudes or emotions with each listen due to their conflicted cores.


Reviewers highlighted specific lyrics. In September 2023, Sheffield ranked "Love Is Embarrassing" as Rodrigo's 20th-best song, picking "You found a new version of me/And I damn near started World War 3" as his favorite lyric from the song. Nylon placed the lyric alongside "Just watch as I crucify myself/ For some weird second string/ Loser who's not worth mentioning" in its list of Guts' most impeccable lyrics, and GQ included the latter in its list of the album's standout and "gutsiest" lyrics. Ragusa believed it was an example of her sophisticated songwriting, highlighting the choice of the word "crucify" as immensely theatrical and the description of the love interest as absolutely hilarious.


Commercial performance

"Love Is Embarrassing" debuted at number 25 on the US Billboard Hot 100 issued for September 23, 2023. In Canada, the song entered at number 29 on the Canadian Hot 100 issued for the same date and was certified platinum by Music Canada. In the United Kingdom, it debuted at number 24 on the Official Audio Streaming Chart and number 21 on Billboard. "Love Is Embarrassing" received a silver certification in the United Kingdom from the British Phonographic Industry, and the Official Charts Company declared it her 20th-biggest song in the country in February 2024.


In Australia, "Love Is Embarrassing" entered at number 26 and was certified platinum by the Australian Recording Industry Association. The song debuted at number 23 in New Zealand. It charted at number 22 on the Billboard Global 200. "Love Is Embarrassing" also reached national record charts at number 14 on the Sweden Heatseeker chart, number 20 in Ireland, number 66 in Greece, and number 67 in Portugal. The song received a platinum certification in Brazil.


Live performances

[image: Olivia Rodrigo performing in a fishnet outfit with background dancers.]Rodrigo performing "Love Is Embarrassing" on the Guts World Tour in May 2024

Rodrigo opened her Tiny Desk concert in December 2023 by performing "Love Is Embarrassing". The song was also included on the set list for her 2024–2025 Guts World Tour. The performance incorporates elements of Toni Basil's 1982 song "Mickey". During the number, Rodrigo performs choreography with female background dancers, which Miami New Times' Celia Almeida described as "meant to be silly and, well, embarrassing". Rolling Stone's Tomás Mier believed that Rodrigo channeled pop artists like Cyndi Lauper, and The Tennessean's Audrey Gibbs compared the dancers to the lineup in "Cell Block Tango" from the musical Chicago (1975).


While Rodrigo was reprising it at the tour's stop in London's O2 Arena, the laces of her bandeau top broke. She held the top to keep it from falling off, drawing the attention of a dancer who tried to fix it, while the group continued performing high-energy choreography. Rodrigo slightly subdued her dancing during the first chorus when the wardrobe malfunction happened, stating: "This is fucking embarrassing. I almost flashed you guys, but it's OK now!", and carried out the intended choreography during the second chorus. Critics praised how she handled the situation, and Parade's Sammi Burke believed that Rodrigo's voice remained steady through it. Sydney Bucksbaum of Entertainment Weekly and Logan DeLoye of iHeartRadio thought that the dancer also flawlessly completed the high-energy choreography while keeping hold of her top, seamlessly performing as if it were planned, similarly to Rodrigo. Rodrigo sang "Love Is Embarrassing" during her Lollapalooza Chile set in March 2025.


Credits and personnel

Credits are adapted from the liner notes of Guts.

	Dan Nigro– producer, songwriter, engineer, acoustic guitar, electric guitar, vocal producer, bass, synthesizer, drum programming, background vocals

	Olivia Rodrigo– vocals, background vocals, songwriter

	Garrett Ray– drums

	Sam Stewart– guitar

	Dave Schiffman– engineer

	Randy Merrill– mastering

	Serban Ghenea– mixing

	Bryce Bordone– mixing assistance



Charts


 


	

Weekly charts


Weekly chart positions for "Love Is Embarrassing"
	Chart (2023)
	Peak
position


	Australia (ARIA)
	26


	Canada Hot 100 (Billboard)
	29


	Global 200 (Billboard)
	22


	Greece (IFPI)
	66


	Ireland (Billboard)
	20


	New Zealand (Recorded Music NZ)
	23


	Portugal (AFP)
	67


	Sweden Heatseeker (Sverigetopplistan)
	14


	UK (Billboard)
	21


	UK Streaming (OCC)
	24


	US Billboard Hot 100
	25


	US Hot Rock & Alternative Songs (Billboard)
	6




	

Year-end charts


Year-end chart position for "Love Is Embarrassing"
	Chart (2023)
	Position


	US Hot Rock & Alternative Songs (Billboard)
	75


	Chart (2024)
	Position


	US Hot Rock & Alternative Songs (Billboard)
	96










Certifications


Certifications for "Love Is Embarrassing"

	Region
	Certification	Certified units/sales




	Australia (ARIA)
	Platinum
	70,000‡



	Brazil (Pro-Música Brasil)
	Platinum
	40,000‡



	Canada (Music Canada)
	Platinum
	80,000‡



	New Zealand (RMNZ)
	Gold
	15,000‡



	United Kingdom (BPI)
	Silver
	200,000‡





	
‡ Sales+streaming figures based on certification alone.







Original: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Love_Is_Embarrassing
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[image: An elderly man with white hair and pink cheeks, wearing the badge of an order]William IV as king
The British coinage struck under William IV (r.1830–1837) ranged in denomination from the double sovereign (£2) to the third farthing (1⁄12 of a penny, 1⁄2880 of a pound) though the former was not minted for circulation and the latter struck only for colonial use. The coins have an obverse by William Wyon based on a sketch by Francis Chantrey, and reverses by Wyon and Jean Baptiste Merlen, both of the Royal Mint.


Preparation for William's coinage began even before he became king in June 1830, probably because Wyon was anxious to head off a potential challenge from his rival, Benedetto Pistrucci. Wyon's work was viewed by William, who liked it and ordered it to be used exclusively for coins during his reign; it was also used on his coronation medal. The designs were formally approved in early 1831, and coining began later that year.


In addition to the issues for use in Britain, several small denominations of sterling were struck during William's reign for colonial use. Two of these, the half farthing and silver threepence, were later issued for use in Britain. William's reign saw no great innovations in coinage, but marked the start of reform at the Royal Mint.


Background

William IV was styled William, Duke of Clarence, before succeeding to the throne at age 64 on the death of his brother George IV in June 1830. Until Charles III in 2022, he was the oldest person to become the British monarch. He had ten illegitimate children by the actress Dorothea Jordan, but his marriage to Princess Adelaide of Saxe-Meiningen produced no surviving offspring. He died in 1837, with his niece, Victoria, his successor.


William Wyon was born in 1795 in Birmingham. Many of his relatives were medallists or worked in die engraving, including his father, Peter Wyon, who engraved many tokens and medals. In 1815, his cousin Thomas Wyon was appointed chief engraver at the Royal Mint in London and William was invited to become his assistant. In 1817 Thomas Wyon died. There was internal conflict between William Wyon and the Italian-born sculptor, Benedetto Pistrucci, as to who should succeed him. Pistrucci had been promised the position despite being ineligible as a foreigner. In 1828 Wyon was given the position of chief engraver and Pistrucci made chief medallist, at equal salaries. Nevertheless, the conflict between the two, joined by their partisans, continued.


Jean Baptiste Merlen (also known as Johann Baptist Merlen) was of Flemish origin and had been working on official medals in Paris under the French First Empire. He emigrated to Britain and was hired by the Royal Mint, apparently at Pistrucci's recommendation. His formal position was as a temporary extra engraver, as he was, like Pistrucci, a foreigner ineligible by statute for the permanent salaried posts at the Royal Mint. Merlen in practice acted as second engraver, and that position was held vacant until after his retirement in 1844.


Preparation

[image: Silver (or other white metal) medal of a middle-aged man (William Wyon) facing right]William Wyon on a posthumous medal by his son, Leonard Charles Wyon, 1854
Wyon began his preparations for King William's coinage even before George IV had died, obtaining a sketch of William from the sculptor Francis Chantrey in April 1830. Wyon took care that no word of this reached George's ears. Mark Jones, in his biography of Wyon, suggested that the two were anxious to have work done in advance of any competition from Pistrucci, and the sketch bore an inscription that it was not to be reproduced nor given to a third party without Chantrey's consent. Once William was king, Wyon could continue his labours on the new coins without concealment, working from a low-relief bust of William provided by Chantrey. A die for the crown, and probably an impression from it, were shown to King William, who greatly liked the design and ordered that no other portrait of him be used during his reign.


Nevertheless, by late 1830, it publicly appeared little or nothing had been done to prepare King William's coinage. On 15 November 1830, John Charles Herries, the Master of the Mint, stated that the delay was because of the need to engrave an accurate portrait of the King based on the Chantrey portrait, as William desired. Chantrey had to adapt his portrait to the style used on coinage, and Wyon then had to engrave the result in steel. By this time the King had already approved the engravings, as Herries had written to the Mint Board on 28 October. An order in council authorising the new coinage was issued on 22 November 1830 and the new coins were made current by proclamation dated 13 April 1831.


Pistrucci had obtained an early model of a reducing machine, allowing designs to be translated from plaster models to different die sizes. Wyon had in 1824 secured a similar machine. This allowed him to make identical images for the different sizes of coins in King William's new coinage.


Designs

[image: A medal with a man's portrait facing right]The obverse of Wyon's coronation medal for William IV uses the same bust as the coins.
Because of the relatively short length of the reign, only one set of designs was used for William's coinage. The obverses are by Wyon based on a model by Chantrey, and the gold and silver coins bear identical inscriptions on that side, GULIELMUS IIII D[ei] G[ratia] BRITANNIAR[UM] REX F[idei] D[efensor] (William IV by the Grace of God King of the Britains, Defender of the Faith). The only inscription on the reverse of the gold and silver coins, on some denominations, is ANNO and the date. This differs from the practice on some George IV coins such as the sovereign, where Latin words surround the reverse design, and gave Merlen more room in which to work. He used this space on the sovereign for ornate scrollwork, and for the date. The shilling and sixpence, issued with new designs in 1831, represent the first time an English or British coin bore its denomination in words; the fourpence (1836) also does so. Wyon's initials WW are found on the truncation of the King's neck.


Most of the reverses for the silver and gold coins were by Merlen, with credit for the coppers going to Wyon. The sovereign and half sovereign depict the royal arms on a shield, bearing on it a smaller crowned shield with the arms of the Kingdom of Hanover, which William also ruled. Wyon may have been influenced in the choice of design for the crown by an offer from a potential benefactor stating that he would remember Wyon in his will if the Mint in 1831 issued a crown depicting the entirety of the King's arms. The crown was not issued for circulation, but merely for collectors. Both it and the half crown bear the royal arms draped in a mantle of ermine, as does the double sovereign. The shilling and sixpence surround their denominations with a wreath of oak. The fourpence, designed by Wyon, is the only British silver coin to bear the image of a seated Britannia and in that regard resembles the copper coinage.


The threepence and three halfpence have reverse designs by Merlen with wreathed numerals on the reverse. In that, they resemble the Maundy money, whose reverse designs, by Merlen, are unchanged from the previous reign. Because of the resemblance, the three halfpence is collected as a British coin although it never circulated there.


Wyon's reverse design for the copper coinage, depicting Britannia, is almost unchanged from the design he created for George IV, except for slight alterations to the halfpenny and farthing. It depicts Britannia helmeted and bearing a trident. She bears a shield bearing the Union flag, above a rose, shamrock and thistle representing England, Ireland and Scotland. The Latin inscription with William's royal titles is spread between the two sides.


Reaction

The numismatist and author Richard Sainthill described Wyon's work, "There is equally great expression in Mr. Wyon's series of the coins of George IV and William IV... in the latter, the placid, natural, quiet aspect of a straightforward, well-intentioned man. In both, the workmanship is admirable. The truth with which each line and muscle is represented, and the softness with which all the parts melt into each other, leave nothing to be desired." One of King William's friends viewed a sovereign with the king's head on it, and upon seeing what the Royal Mint Museum described as a "realistic likeness" of the king, stated, "It is the old boy himself!"


The numismatist William Till commented in an 1835 article, "Of our present deservedly popular Monarch we have a beautiful Penny by Wyon. But we meet with nothing extra: we have the King and nothing but the King, as like as it is possible to convey a portrait on a medal; no laurel crown, but the head engraved from a bust from nature, alike creditable to the Sovereign's taste and the artist's ability." Wyon's bust of William also appears on the King's coronation medal.


Production

There were no basic numismatic innovations at the Royal Mint during William's reign. However, a start was made on reform of the Royal Mint's administration, then run for private profit by the Company of Moneyers. In 1830 there was a reduction by a third of the salary of the Master of the Mint. Abolition of the automatic funding of the Royal Mint from seignorage and from a payment from the consolidated fund followed in April 1837, ending a subsidy which had begun when Sir Isaac Newton was Master of the Mint a century earlier. Thereafter, funding of the Royal Mint was subject to an annual parliamentary vote. A committee on the establishment of the Mint was appointed to consider further reform, but its parliamentary mandate expired with the end of the parliamentary session, shortened by the death of the King.


No five pound pieces were struck, with the coin largest in value being the double sovereign, which was only minted for the 1831 proof set. Sketches were prepared by Wyon for a five-pound piece in 1833, and shown to the King, who approved generally but the project seems to have gone no further. The sixpence and half sovereign were the same size; to prevent confusion and counterfeiting, the half sovereign was made smaller in diameter in 1834, though it remained the same weight. This proved unpopular and was reversed the following year, with 120,000 coins recalled and melted, likely because of complaints that the smaller half sovereign was too close in diameter to the old third guinea. At the urging of the politician Joseph Hume, the fourpence was struck beginning in 1836. The threepence, struck for use in Britain beginning in 1845, would prove more popular and supplant it.


[image: Worn silver coin marked with a crown and a W]Spanish colonial 2 reales counterstamped for use in Sierra Leone.
It was British policy, summarised in an 1825 order in council, to have the colonies use sterling to the extent practical, regardless of local traditions, and by the 1830s, the pound was an imperial currency. The abolition of slavery in the West Indies in the 1830s led to an increased need for small change there and the threepence (only intended for colonial use) and the three halfpence were issued for use there, their production authorised by a Treasury letter dated 12 September 1834.


Both coins were imported into Jamaica, and the three halfpence, dubbed "a quatty", was repeatedly resupplied and was still popular in the 1890s. Trinidad, which still used the Spanish colonial real, refused importation of the new coins, returning them to the colony's London agent and stating that they were "unsuitable and not such as required". In 1835, the governor of the African colony of Sierra Leone requested a supply of the new coins to supplement a currency of counterstamped colonial reales. After discussion, £1,000 worth of the threepence and three halfpence were sent there in 1836, as "best calculated to benefit the liberated African population", as the colonial government put it. They proved unpopular and poured back to the colonial government. Additional supplies were nevertheless sent, and the Spanish pieces demonetised in 1839. Both the threepence and three halfpence were also sent to Mauritius beginning in 1837 to alleviate a shortage of small change there, but failed to wean the island from the Indian rupee system.


The third farthing was struck for issuance in Malta, while the half farthing was minted for use in Ceylon. Those fractional farthings were issued for use in colonies where the standard of living was lower than in Britain. The third farthing was a reaction to the 1825 order in council as applied in Malta, where the farthing was made equivalent to three grani, and the governor urged the issuance of a coin equivalent to one grano, "as many articles of primary necessity are often sold here to the value of one grano". The third farthing was authorised in 1827.
The half farthing was later (1842) made current in Britain. Even then, it saw little use there.


Mintages were low during parts of William's reign, with as few as 1,500,000 coins struck by the Royal Mint in some years, down from a total in excess of 40,000,000 in 1826. Most denominations were issued in 1831, if only as part of the proof set, but only the sovereign and Maundy coinage were issued to the public dated 1832 or 1833. All denominations intended for circulation in Britain (from the farthing to the sovereign) were struck dated 1834, and most years after that until the end of William's reign in 1837. The penny and halfpenny were only issued dated 1831, 1834 and 1837.


Aftermath

[image: Gold coin depicting a young woman]Wyon's Young Head coinage of Victoria replaced William's coinage.

King William IV died on 20 June 1837; his niece, Victoria, was his successor. This meant that a new coinage would be prepared. Victoria sat for Wyon at Windsor Castle on 25 August 1837, two months after she became queen, then again the following day and again two days after that. Victoria sat again for him on 15 and 16 September.


Designs for the new coinage, together with an example of the sovereign coin, were submitted to Victoria by the Master of the Mint, Henry Labouchere, on 15 February 1838. The required designs had been described by an order in council dated 26 July 1837. They were approved on 26 February 1838.


The new coinage was subject to several delays. Merlen, who engraved the reverses of the precious metal coins (the coppers were engraved by Wyon), was slow to complete his work. He did not complete the work for all denominations until 1839. The first of Victoria's coins to be released were dated 1838.


The William IV coinage



List of William IV coins
	Denomination
	Obverse
	Reverse
	Reverse designer and date of design if earlier
	Years struck with William IV obverse; later usage of reverse


	Double sovereign
	[image: Gold coin with a man head facing right]
	[image: Gold coin with a coat of arms]
	Jean Baptiste Merlen
	1831


	Sovereign
	[image: Gold coin with a man's head facing right]
	[image: Gold coin with a coat of arms]
	Jean Baptiste Merlen
	1831–1833, 1834–1837


	Half sovereign
	[image: Gold coin with a man's head facing right]
	
	Jean Baptiste Merlen
	1831, 1834–1837


	Crown
	
	
	Jean Baptiste Merlen
	1831, 1832, 1834


	Half crown
	
	
	Jean Baptiste Merlen
	1831, 1834–1837


	Shilling
	
	
	Jean Baptiste Merlen 
	1831, 1834–1837; last used in 1901.



	Sixpence
	
	
	Jean Baptiste Merlen 
	1831, 1834–1837; last used in 1910.


	Fourpence (groat)
	
	
	William Wyon
	1836, 1837; last used in 1888


	Threepence
	
	
	Jean Baptiste Merlen (1822)
	1834–1837; last used in 1926.


	Maundy coinage
	
	
	Jean Baptiste Merlen (1822)
	1831–1837; last used in 2025.


	Three halfpence
	
	
	Jean Baptiste Merlen 
	1834–1837


	Penny
	
	
	William Wyon (1825)
	1831, 1834, 1837; last used in 1860.


	Halfpenny
	
	
	William Wyon (1825)
	1831, 1834, 1837; last used in 1860.


	Farthing
	
	
	William Wyon (1826)
	1831, 1834–1837; last used in 1860.


	Half farthing
	
	
	William Wyon (1828)
	1837


	Third farthing
	
	
	William Wyon (1827)
	1835; last used in 1844.








Original: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_IV's_British_coinage
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[image: Black-and-white shoulder height portrait photograph of Trump smiling]Trump's New York Military Academy portrait with borrowed medals


Donald Trump, the 45th and 47th president of the United States, was born on June 14, 1946, in New York City to Fred Trump, a real-estate developer, and Mary Anne MacLeod Trump, a Scottish immigrant. He was raised in a strict household and developed a rebellious and arrogant personality early in his youth.


Trump enrolled at the Kew-Forest School, a private school affiliated with Fred, when he was five. He developed an aptitude for a variety of sports, particularly baseball. In his seventh grade year, Fred discovered that Trump had secretly been going to Manhattan, where he acquired knives. Fred sent Trump to New York Military Academy from which he graduated in May 1964.


After graduating from the academy, Trump attended Fordham University from 1964 to 1966, studying economics. His college enrollment—and later a medical exemption—allowed him to defer the Vietnam War draft. Early in his sophomore year, seeking a larger business network, Trump transferred to the Wharton School at the University of Pennsylvania, an institution favored by his father. He did not participate in extracurricular activities after his freshman year. Trump graduated from the University of Pennsylvania in May 1968 with a Bachelor of Science in economics.


Early life


Heritage and childhood


85-15 Wareham Place in Queens, New York, where Trump lived until he was four

Donald John Trump was born on June 14, 1946, at Jamaica Hospital Medical Center in Jamaica, Queens, New York City. Named for his maternal and paternal uncles, Trump was the fourth child and second son of Mary Anne MacLeod Trump and Frederick Christ Trump. Mary Anne was a daughter of a rural fisherman-farmer who emigrated to the United States from Stornoway, Scotland, when she was eighteen. She worked as a domestic servant in the Carnegie household in New York, where she grew enamored of wealth and the trappings of royalty—an affinity to which Donald fell heir. After marriage, Mary Anne was a homemaker. In the aftermath of World War II, Fred shifted from building houses to FHA-insured apartment construction, bringing him increased prominence in the New York real-estate scene. Fred was a businessman prone to profiteering who held profound sway over his children, repeatedly telling Trump that he was a "king" and a "killer". Trump was also influenced by the Protestant clergyman Norman Vincent Peale, who authored The Power of Positive Thinking (1952) and preached self-confidence as the impetus for prosperity.


The Trumps, having moved from Devonshire Street by 1946, occupied 85-15 Wareham Place in Jamaica Estates, a modest, two-story Tudor-Revival townhouse that Fred had constructed in the 1920s. The size of the small house presented issues for the Trumps, then six in number, and Fred began constructing a house on a double lot that backed into 85-15 Wareham Place on Midland Parkway, establishing 85-14 Midland Parkway. The Trumps moved into the nine-room, Colonial-style mansion in 1948, prior to the birth of Robert Trump. The mansion's stature contrasted with the commonplace Tudor-style townhouses in Jamaica Estates; Trump later described Jamaica Estates as separated from the "rough" areas of Queens. Fred, according to his children, constantly worked, though he would attempt to incorporate his children wherever possible. After Robert's arduous birth that year, Mary Anne began experiencing hemorrhages and had an emergency hysterectomy. Trump acquired a fear of germs and shaking hands. The Trumps were subject to curfews and strict rules, including prohibitions on swearing and eating between meals. According to younger associates of the Trumps, offenders would face punishments ranging from groundings to spankings with a wooden spoon.


Early schooling

The Kew-Forest School first grade class in 1953 with Trump (back row, fourth from the left)
When he was three, Trump began attending the Carousel Pre-School, a nursery startup in Jamaica Estates, where the director remembered him as "attractive, social, and outgoing". At that age, he and his siblings each were earning US$200,000 a year through various Fred Trump tax-avoidance schemes, adjusted for inflation in 2018; he was a millionaire by eight. He developed an interest in toy construction equipment and blocks and was tenaciously rebellious; Trump and his mother later described an instance in which he took Robert's blocks to finish a large structure he was constructing and glued them together, preventing Robert from using his blocks. Trump enrolled at Kew-Forest, a private school in Forest Hills, Queens, when he was five. Fred was on Kew-Forest's board and had donated materials to construct a wing of the school. Kew-Forest, in contrast to the looser Carousel, was traditional and structured, enforcing a dress code. At Kew-Forest, Trump was disruptive and determined to cause mischief regardless of consequence. He later contended that he gave his music teacher a black eye in second grade, believing that, in his telling, the teacher was clueless about music. In interviews conducted for Trump Revealed (2017), a close friend of Trump, Peter Brant, could not recall the incident occurring or Trump mentioning that it had happened. Detentions at Kew-Forest became known as "Donny Trumps" for Trump's notorious behavior. In contrast, some former classmates who spoke to Maggie Haberman for her book Confidence Man described Trump as "sweet and fun to be around".

The Kew-Forest School sixth grade class in 1958 with Trump (back row, fourth from the right)
To discourage Trump from causing further mischief, his mother, a devout Christian, sent Trump to confirmation classes at First Presbyterian Church in Jamaica. Trump's behavior remained consistent at Sunday school and home, where he occasionally rebuffed his father. In fourth grade, he was the tallest in his class of sixteen, giving him an advantage in sports. Though Trump's grades suffered, he was adept at a variety of sports, including punchball, basketball, football, and soccer. Trump was particularly passionate about baseball, playing the position of catcher, and admired the catchers Yogi Berra of the New York Yankees and Roy Campanella of the Brooklyn Dodgers. On several occasions, he secretly brought a transistor radio into class and listened to baseball with earplugs. Trump had a paper route and rounded up bottles for deposits. With Brant, he would take the New York City Subway to Manhattan to purchase gag gifts—such as smoke bombs, and later switchblades—to play a game that involved throwing knives at a target. Their fascination with the blades developed after the premiere of West Side Story, a musical featuring street fighting, in 1957, when they were eleven.


Military school

[image: Young Trump at bat]Trump playing baseball in 1962 (NYMA yearbook photo)
Near the end of Trump's seventh grade year, his father, Fred, discovered his cache of knives and learned of his adventures in Manhattan. The revelations infuriated Fred, who decided to send Trump to New York Military Academy (NYMA) in Cornwall-on-Hudson, New York. Prior to attending the academy, Trump went to Camp Hilltop, an expensive, Christian, carefully supervised outdoor camp in Hancock, as his brother, Freddy, had done years earlier—an experience that made him ornery and bored. He arrived at NYMA in September 1959, and was advised by Theodore Dobias, a World War II veteran. Dobias struck insubordinate cadets and conducted cage matches between disobedient students twice a week. Trump was physically abused with slaps and blows. Older cadets often used violence, or threats of violence, to assume authority. According to Dobias, Trump was reluctant to conform to the expectations of the academy, but he quickly excelled at hygiene requirements, sought to compete for contests in order and cleanliness, and worked for higher grades. Trump later described his tenure as contingent on "survival". In interviews, former cadets told Gwenda Blair for The Trumps (2000) that Trump was socially distant with everyone except for Dobias. Trump returned to Jamaica Estates each summer to help his father with apartment maintenance.

[image: Five students shown full length in uniform]Trump (second from left) in 1964

Trump played sports at NYMA—one year each of varsity football and soccer, and three years of varsity baseball as a first baseman. Dobias coached Trump in his time on the junior varsity baseball team, and he was informally named as an assistant coach and a co-captain in his senior year. Trump had a poor batting average of .056 in his final year, according to box scores. His later boasts notwithstanding, Trump was neither the best baseball player in New York, nor the academy's best athlete. Dobias later told Blair that Trump was "aggressive but so coachable"; in Trump's telling, he "finessed" Dobias by respecting him without becoming overcome with fear. Trump's decision to quit the football team his junior year, citing an apparently abusive coach, drew criticism from some other students. When a local newspaper headline said he helped to win a baseball game, Trump was amazed at seeing his name in print and marveled at his fame. Trump later misrepresented his high school athletic record, claiming falsely that he had been scouted by the major leagues.


Trump and his parents at NYMA
In four out of the five years Trump attended NYMA, he made its honor roll, which required a grade average of eighty-five; in his sophomore year, he had a grade average of eighty. He was not in the highest ten percent of his class. He earned a class geometry medal for a perfect score. Trump, who started alongside other cadets as a private, became a corporal his sophomore year and a supply sergeant in Company E the following year. As a supply sergeant, Trump ordered a cadet to be struck with a broomstick for breaking formation. During an inspection, Trump found that a cadet, Ted Levine, had not made his bed. Trump took Levine's sheets and threw them on the floor; in response, Levine threw a combat boot at Trump and hit him. Trump then grabbed Levine and attempted to throw him out of a second-floor window, according to Levine. In Trump's senior year, he was promoted to captain of A Company. One month into Trump's tenure, a sergeant he commanded shoved a cadet into a wall for not reacting quickly enough. Amid other hazing controversies at NYMA, Trump was relieved of his position and reassigned as a battalion training officer.


As a senior, Trump was appointed to lead a special drill team for the Columbus Day Parade on Fifth Avenue. He became known for bringing beautiful women to the academy; Trump's senior-year yearbook identified him as class "ladies' man". By that year, Trump had become determined that he would assume control of Fred's business, the Fred Trump Organization. He graduated from NYMA in May 1964 with a B average; Trump's grades remained sealed after Michael Cohen, later his personal lawyer, told his high school, his colleges, and the College Board not to release his grades or SAT scores. Trump had earned only a few ordinary medals, so he borrowed 12 medals from a friend for his senior-year portrait. At the academy's graduation ceremony the following month, Trump received a single distinction: an honorary saber for serving as a captain. As the Vietnam War intensified, Trump was able to defer the draft by choosing to attend college. In the summer after graduation, Trump worked for Fred at the Swifton Village apartment complex in Cincinnati.


University

Fordham University

After graduating from NYMA, Trump considered attending the University of Southern California's film school to study film, but chose to enroll at Fordham University, a private Jesuit research university in the Bronx, because it was nearer to his parents' home. His decision disappointed his father, Fred, who preferred that Trump attend the Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvania, an institution that his brother Freddy had likewise rejected. Sister Maryanne privately said that she had helped get him into Fordham. Trump commuted from Jamaica Estates to Fordham's campus. As a freshman, Trump's wealth and military background put him at a distance from other students, as did his abstinence from smoking and drinking. He joined the school's squash team that year and sought to integrate himself into the culture. At Fordham, he studied economics. At the school, two friends introduced him to the game of golf, which he grew to love. On warmer days, he often skipped class to play golf.


Trump was recruited for the school's Division III football club as a punter but quit in about three or four weeks after he injured his ankle. He also participated in Fordham's tennis team. He worked on his father's Trump Village during school breaks. Trump did not take notes in class; he learned the material verbally from a study partner. He participated in Fordham's Reserve Officers' Training Corps program but withdrew his sophomore year as the Vietnam War escalated; cadets commit to being assigned as commissioned officers, assuring that they would be given a tour of duty in Vietnam. At universities, professors—wary of sending young men to war—often elevated their grades to ensure that they would meet the threshold. Trump was pressed to do well in his classes. He did not make the dean's list his freshman year.


University of Pennsylvania

During Trump's sophomore year, he told an NYMA alumnus that he intended to transfer to the Wharton School to "make better contacts for [his] future." Later, his brother Freddy asked a high-school friend who worked at the University of Pennsylvania admissions office to help get Trump admitted. At that time, Trump met the grade requirements, and the school was not yet very selective. Penn's prestige appealed to the Trumps. According to Michael D'Antonio in Never Enough (2015), Fred was insistent that his son graduate from an Ivy League institution, despite Trump's desires to forgo formal education. Trump was not a member of any club, sports team, or fraternity at Penn, and he was not photographed for his senior-year yearbook. He later claimed to be a top student—"first" in his Penn Wharton School class of 333—but actually did not even make the honor roll. Trump told Timothy L. O'Brien for TrumpNation that his performance at Wharton required that he "break out of that mold".


As opposition to United States involvement in the Vietnam War mounted at college campuses, Penn was largely distanced from activism. Though Trump personally opposed the war, he did not participate in protests. Trump graduated from the Wharton School in May 1968 with a Bachelor of Science degree in economics. His graduation made him eligible for the draft after education deferments for attending Fordham University and Penn. He visited a podiatrist who discovered that Trump had bone spurs in his heels—Trump could play sports but was disqualified from the military. The finding may have been supported by a second medical opinion. Two months after his medical deferment, in the Vietnam War draft lottery, which randomly ranked dates of birth for conscription, Trump's birthday happened to be drawn near the end of the list, receiving the high number 356 out of 366 and effectively sparing him from the mandatory draft.
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